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The Architect Meets the Client

It was a great luck for me as an architect to meet
such an unusual client he had total belief in the architect and on the
specialty of the profession, and has entrusted us with the whole
project. All dacisions were to be made by the architect more
creative freedom inevitably led to more responsibility, and ultimately
mare burden. The client was only specific about his taste, and no
other prerequisite imited the architect’s imagination.

The Desigr

A house sans cliche and with a sense of varety -
this was the wish of the client, and from here the planning started.
Circutation - often short due to the features of the heuse - was to be
extended where possible, enabling the residenis to fully experience
the interplay between apenness and restriction of the indoor spacas.

In the hasement a playroam for children and a
sunken court was placed, while the kitchen, dining room and fiving
room - rather small in respective areas - were opened up B create a
large space of housework and family gatherings. The overall
composition refies on two axes; an axis from the above mentioned
space is open towards the frontal deck, dining room and the rear
garden, while angther axis perpendicular to it connects the decks of
both sides with the indcor space. The deck garden - pesitioned in the
center of the house and apen towards the whole building - had to be
more than an empty space for observation: it had to have some sort
of function along with it. As a resuit it is open 1o the deck of the
grandparent’s room on the secondfloor, as well as to the stainway of
the first floor and the hall of both floors. Though itis an outdoor space,
it reflacts the beautiful change of the four seasons and everyday lives

of the residents.

Interior

The interior of this house was oxymoron itself.
Though it will be classified as upper-class residence, it should not
feel like one. It should be free of emaments. Moreover, it should
never be “designed.” So the only solution was to design the
undesigned. Of course fulfiling the usual funcional demands of 4
house was a given condition. To hide or not to hide - that was the
question, which torment the designer for 2 good three months,

Landscape

The view of single or mutti-family houses of the
neighborhood are so much obscured behind layers of trees that they
seem intentionally hidden. Privacy was a decisive factor, one
suspects. But in this house, such reclusive desires did not prevail
Instead we chose to have the pleasure of ohserving the individual
trees from the interior. The beauty of each trees and pocket spaces
that lie in-hetween them...

PROJECT 80716

And the house was finally entitled: PROJECT
80716. The client was an animation producer, and itis a custom far
animations to have so-called episode numbers. As these numbers
are accepted as the name of each animated works, this house is to
be known by its sireet address, which happens to be 80716, It is my
wish that this house succeeds to occupy & meaningful space in the
client’s collection of “numbered" works.
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Location

Area Specification
Main Function

Site Area

Building Area

Total Floor Area
Landscape Area
Building Coverage Ratio
Gross Fioor Ratio
Number of Parking Spaces
Mumber of Floors
Struciwe

Baerior Fnishing
Interiar Finishing

Destgn Team

Design and Sonstruction Period

Imterior Design
Landscape Design

807-16 Bangbae 4-dong, Sucheo-gu, Seoul
Urban District, Regular Residence District
Resitence

516.00m?

i7278m?

327 ¥t

163.07m?

33.48%

53.30%

3

3including 1 basement floor

Reinforced concrate

Drivit, Brick, THK 22 + THK 24 Double Glass
Haoor - THK S Ondol Flooring, Marble

Wall - Paint, Marble, Tile

Ceiling - Paint

Cho Young-jin, Chung Jo-il, Lee Eun-kyung,
Uhm Yu-shin

Dec 2000 - May 2001

Yoon & Partners

Dongehun Landscapes
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The Semi-Public Space Open to the Sky:

The Maru Garden
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areas 1o a private space is usually made through the hierarchy of
semi-public spaces in the outdoors. Especially in houses, the most
common approach would be to obtain semi-public space from a
small portion of the garden in front of the main entrance, while the
rest will serve gther functional needs, Adopting this approach, this
work establishes the main entrance and staircase as a separate
volume - displaying it upfront as a formal element in the overall
omposition - and places a sunken court on its border with the
outdoors - the complete transition to private area is preceded by an
experience of another spatial layer, enabling the transference to be
done with ease.

This device also provides a natural motivation for
the building, which places the bulk of the staircase on its border, o
have its Maru garden as another kind of semi-space. The Maru
garden also saves the dining room from losing its spatial higrarchy
dug to its openness towards the outside, and encourages it 1o
become a semi-space of its own.

It is also noteworthy that a set of sequences is
provided by the staircase, which serves as a medium to link the

functional discrepancies of the twio fioors, variically juxtaposed on

058 #=a2001 08

ong another. The sequence, consisting of a tree at a comer of the

garden, the frame window wide open from the escalating path, and
the sunken garden which becomes the visual target from the
approaching path towards the basement, succeeds in enriching the
experience of mation,

Thus sequenced semi-space maintains an
independent hierarchy from functional rooms serving their
respective purposes, but their method of composition does not
disagree with thataf the whole building.

The division of dining space, with its visual
connection between the semi-spaced Maru garden and the rear
garden aswell asthe path of winds, displays whatthe private space
can he when the functional reom is mediated by the semi-space.
There is only imited cheice of strategies that a residence can adopt
against the architecture of urban scale, but this work successfully
overcomes the burden of size by conceptually relating design factics
{the active use of outdoor space) with the methods of semi-space,
deriving not from confined classification of spaces but from the
whole.

When the same viewpoint is aid upon the




program of the second floor, one can recognize that it has another
strategy to construct a semi-space of its own - by using the terrace.
Each room has a terrace with different sizes. The fact tht it faces
the opposite direction can be attributed to the placing of semi-space
onits front, butit can also be read as the architzct's way to face the
rear contextthat already has a scale of the metropolis.

The choice of terrace as a semi-space of
transition wiihin a given field, rather than a settlement of the overall
scale, apparently is based on the object to secure the private area.
Where this privacy is further required - the master bedroom - the
architect did not forget to add a supplementary function space to
the terrace.

This will to program the functional spaces with
regard to semi-spaces can also find its fine expression in the subtie
controt of opening and clesing,

The frontal and rear composition utiizing semi-
space as transitional zones operates by opening, while the sides
add methods of closing and extends them through vertical walls.
Taking into account that the opening of staircase is actually an
opening of semi-space, the use of extended vertical walls can be

understood as a manestation of the strict difference between open
sermni-space and the closing of others,

Seeing it from further distance, it becomes more
apparent. The vertical wall extends itself to the semi-space in a
single direction, obscuring the vision of either side.

This proves that the surface of the building is
given a piane quality. The whole building is not so much a
composition of volumes built with functional units as a series of
walls, correspanding to the hierarchy of space. Persistence
towards the subject can be felt by the way the work builds through
the planeness of walls.

The strategy of semi-space against the wrban
context, the interplay between openness and confinement that
substantially serves that strategy, and the extension of its control to

the sutface by use of planes together make this house truly
stimulating to its viewers, ($191/5/#F)
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