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Road, Way, Means, Steat

There are a lot of paths in this world - some visible,
some not. We call the former road, way, or street; they are gither
ahove or below ground, over and under water; some roads are even
over another one. The latter, on the other hand, usually implies
meanings of way, method, and means, and comes after grand
expressions such asdife and memotyin books.

Human actions and vestiges of time are present
onthe path. Itis not difficuit to find the traces of numerous people as|
walk the path: silent cuteries and moving tears are concealed under
the blanket of time, while irepressible joys or painful objections are
at times imprintec! upon the road. Perhaps this is why many refer to
road as the ultimate metaphar for life itself,

And a Place ta Rest

We are always on the mad, but our choices are
not ahaays wise. Thers seems to be an apparent destination, hut
often wre forget how and why we lead our lives. It is said that we can
only see the forest when we come out of it. This will also be true to
the path of our lives, and what we need is a space of interval - a
resting place onthe road.

Architecture on the Road, Road Inside
Architecture

Whatis the generally accepted idea of a highway
service area? It is perhaps a temparary parking lot, a place of
excretion and maybe some small snack at best. It is the episteme of
the highway culture, where the importanca of velocity comas
second to none.

The service area of Insamland is no dotbt a work
of architecture on the road. Itis also an extension from the road,
whare the traveler can enjoy some sound peace from the speeding
highways. The place is against the image of linear velocity the road
successfully providas, and tries to set itself apart from the other
service areas that oniy provides horizontal linkage between parking
spaces and the faciliies. The circulation is invted indoors, shifts
levels, and is connected to the outside again - it is a road inside
architeciure. The building emphasizes the image of link and cycle,
and positions the parling lot, garden, padestrian way and rest ara
along the ling of small circles. Devices of opening and ciosing
towards the surrounding environment are planned between the
paths that linl the indeor and outdoor spaces, and add to the bright
atmosphere ofthe natural-lighted service area.

AnExcuse - Building With Everyday Life

In this project | thank the clent Korea Highway
Corporation - for allowing new experiments under the wéight af s0
many restictions. In such great circumstances, howsver, | cannot
say the best result was produced. Mare than the constraints of tme,
lack of effort and attention on my side was crucial for the
shortcomings of the wark. | always promise t do @ better job next
time, but who am [ trving 1o fool? Peaple simply do not change in
such short period of tme.

History has taught us that small changes in the
accumulation of repefitions make all the difference in the world. |
may have taiied to deliver anything new with this project, but,
accepting that this is my capacity as an architect, Il be more than
glad if the work has lithe but apparent difference from other similar
works.

Korean Architect 2001 04 0045




M6 z=A1z001 04



o

2= i L 6]

Korean Architect 2001 04 1047






38 moiz(5})

i/r . \/'1_,llill!llllll"'”""""E??'H.W’ / -’f//\ W

» ‘ _miﬂ]' / Mx/c_/%/_;\\\\

210
o 1& MU

e b

Korean Architect 2001 02 1049




| S—

AL TR S

o3 10
e BT (31

050 7= 2001 04



Location Waebu-rt, Gunbok-myun, Kumsan-gun, Chungbuk
Province, Korea
Area Specification  Semi-Agriculture Area, Agriculture Area

Site Area To Seoul - 51,131 55m?2
From Seoul - 48,436.23m2
Building Area To Seouf - 2,216,79m2

From Seoul - 2.906.71m?2
Yotal Aoor Area Ta Seoul - 3087 50m2
Frarm Seoul - 3,809.63m?2
Building Coverage Ratio To Seoui - 4.33%
From Seoul - 6.60%
Gross Floor Ratio To Seoul - 529%
From Seoul - 7.86%
Number of Floors Three floors including one basement
Structure Steel + Reinforced concrete
Interior Finishing Geramic tite, Vinyf paint, Woad flooring, Parterned wood
Exterior Finishing Aluminum shest panel, exposed concrete, THIGS
color double glass
Structural Engineering  Saewvon Structural Engineering
Electrical Engineering  Saejong Techniques
Mechanicat instalfations  Bumchang Techniques
Intetigr Design ATM Interigr, Hanmas Architeciure
Constructon Doosan Constructions, Bumyang Constructions,
Byuksan Constructions
Client Korea Highway Corporation
Design Team Do Sung-y, Suh Yu-chan, Lee Jong-won, Kim Mi,

Lee Kwang-sul, Nam [K-jong, Lae Sang-bok

25gnz(sh

Koreen Arcnitect 2001 04 081



052

QREHE (M ohF Al

H critique

Insamland Service Area
=
iz EMe FAHlx
Sennce Area Orlented to Mankmd§

C|2M / SldCEl g HEEE D D
Lee Kwan-Seok’

E & Y= 2s
Fele UESolA &3] o E] B U

BhE Eick o] DR SYE FHIM ISR YELE 5
HEol et =2 uf Eol Folojolch of B =
7| B 448 FZHERRE 0150/ viEs T2 AEH =
HE0|Ch TiMdE BEHSAHO 3t M5V 2| AEE
UZkst g7b =olE ZRo] A HEE 20| 1iEol
b BESA st ol22 O 7hME BusiAd 53
Z5HA) =3k 0] Ef = B 5] 012 =it 2ot
DETR FAL! FHLFEAICHl AR
Of 0 49| QIFSEIrhs Zeplz REEE §AlRE
HD} MelojA P52 CiE TS DRIVIKIZ o] Bl
g el Fest| Zesivigicl, e FREE 2ol
= 71 ZAE0|=| AZ07|E Z7ist FAjo] ofd s o
HEE B, SHUOI-L HEO|H obRolM 2iZh2 RF &
2te| cheto| Ech. et LS SHET| A4 X3

o

o

Building Outside of The Look’

We often come across buildings with & certain
"look, wihich is & result from the habitual repetition of fixed forms,
They are social accumulation of senseless building devoid of
design instincts, works of architects whe have failed to generalize
their personal preferences. The absence of the ability to render
individual tastes universal, along with the lack of individual taste
in the first place, build up the trap of ‘the lock’ that is seldom
Overcome.

The service area of highways is & typical case
in this respect, From the age of dogmatic ecanomic
developments to the present era of the so-called democracy, they
have almost never failed to provide us with that tiresome look.
Facing a large parking lot but denying itself as a work of
architecture, what they actually “serve’ is discomfort and
annoyance. Users, already grateful for the low highway toll, are
content with whatever space is given, never quite conscious of
their right as customers,

ZAL 2001 04
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We have been under this look for so long thata
small instance of change will move us, That wish is fulfilled in
Insamland Service Area, the recent wiork by architect Lee Chung-
kee, which mamifests the spirit of best service in its all aspects -
from layout to plan, and section to form. The days have indeed
changed: those who were glad to see clean rest rooms within the
frame of past service areas will be further excited by the
building’s respect for human values.

Allowing for Human Values

Apart from the commercial facilities of
restaurants, cafeterias and convenient stores, the service area
has a large portion of public spaces: even the most careless eye
can at once notice the bulk of spacious rest rooms, atrium space
with escalator hall, galleries and decks, and dormitory for
workers. With a limited number of present users, it almost makes
us feal guilty to be provided with such luxurious amount of space.
On both sides of the highway, a three-lsvel-high escalator hall
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hovers over the main building - one is curious of their economic
teasibifity, but it is presumed that the growth of users following
the future construction of highway to Jinju would have convinced
the inspired client Korea Highway Corporation - to invest so
much on this project. (it will indeed be interesting to keep track of
how its free spaces are used when the rate of the facility's use is
increased.)

Along this consideration for space, what is
astonishing about this service area is its careful attention to
architectural designs that successfully discards the
commergialist color of others. The rest rooms on hoth side of the
highway - built by respective interior companies but equal in
design - even give out the imprassion of luxurious hotels - the
garden landscape one comes across outside the window as
hefshe enters the rest room, the handsome trae on its center,
refined washing stands, tollets designed specifically for children,
and natural light coming from the skylights all help to do is users
proud as rightful customers.
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Transparency of Linear Form

The section of Insamland Service Area’s
westerm porion characterizes what is 5o fresh about this work -
located on level below the parking spaces, coffea shops and
restatrants are only to be perceived after entering the building.
Whereas all other service areas choose to place commercial
facilities where it is most visually appreachable, this one,
considering the presence of slanted ground behind it, wilingly
lowvers its volume in order to accommodate a more human scale.
The artificial creation of architecture takes a humble stance
toward nature.

This feature also becumes the trangparency of
the buildings on hoth side of the road, which basically take a
linear form. With a strong sense of otientation, this form inevitably
divides its surrounding outdoor space into two. But this wall-like
image, discouraging the interaction between spaces on either
side, is weakened by making the volume transparent, especially
in the westem side which commands a fine view at its rear. The
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outdoor circulation towards the rest room - whose stesl
strustured canopy also s against the main orientation of the
building - along with the indeor path towards the lower level via
the steirway and escalator, perpendicularly cuts through the
finear massing and opens up to the fine landscape beyond it. The
outdoor space in front of the rest room forms the center of the
overall spatial compaosition, as its function of watchiower of the
wide view on nature is subtly planned and executed. it also
features a magnificent play among different formal elements and
materials: Steel structure elements as line, exposed concrete and
wood flooring as plane, and the aluminue sheet-covered main
huiding as volume. {This complex composition actually replicates
the building’s first impressive image seen from a distance at the
parking lot) The decks on the rear side of the huilding on both
levels provide space of rest and observation, and await further
active use.

The eastem part of the service area, with its
facade level carefully arranged, is @ more horizontal and
continuous presence than its westarn counterpart, The
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dehifitating of its linear form, howrever, utilizes the spatial depth -a
method quite different from the western building's
interpenetrating transparency. Since it sits in front of a slanted hill
with no room for an open view, the effect of double tacade is
achieved by the use of gallery and projected ceiling on its front.
The colonnade supporting the gallery, and the vertical frame
extended from the curtain wall of the restaurant (on the second
fioor) and convenient store {on the first), seem to be against the
horizontality of the building but nevertheless emphasizes its
formal characteristic.

Conflict Between Architecture and Interior

As noted hefore, the formal features of
Insamiand Service Area are responsible for its overall quality,
which means that architectural design has played its dug role in
construction of the building. In terms of interior design, however,
it does not always seem to be in accordance with its design
intentions. Indeperident from the curtain wall of the escalator hall,
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the horizontal outdoor gallery, with the object of preserving the
connection hetwaen the inside and outside, i supposed to have
its ceiling continuous from that of the second floor’s skylight But
this architectural intention is ohstructed by inadequate interior
planning, whose extravagance hardly helps to emphasize the
simple spatial effect. Looking at the roug!i finishes of the interior,
one wonders when the interior works will do justice to the
architect’s original plans.

There is afso an instance of overplaying on the
architect’s sicle: whare his obsession for sunlight has taken the
work to extremes in the round skylight on the projected roaf of the
yalleries. The space underneath will no doubt be brighter, but the
abundance of light will uitimately diminish its meanings and
effects. On the western beilding, the skylight with the height of
three floors in the front would have been more effective without
the three circular skylights on the escatator [wall. Transparency
can only be sq effective with the proper amount of opagueness
set againstit.
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A Hopeful Model for the Culture of Future
Service Areas

Albeit with these minor defacts, the Insamland
Service Area of Kumsan has arguably st a new standard for
these facilities. it is easy to find fault with the past madels, but it
takes courage and vision to provide a feasible alternative, After
seeing this accomplished work, | have visited some other service
areas under construction with the hope of finding some more
instances of innovation. Their complete lack of such has further
insured me how far architect Lee's fresh, new suggestion has
taken us.
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