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Deogyang-gu Office in Goyang City
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Designed by Choi Sam-Young
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"A row is a cow, and a horse is simply a
horse. This cow is also @ cow, this horse anly a horse. There is
also a bird in Guerrica, but | don't remember what sort of a bird
itwas. These elements are all symbolic yet itis of noimportance
that the painter has such intentions. If one wishes to say
something, he should write them down in letters, not draw a
painting. People should read the meaning of these cows and
horses as they fike. The animals are deformed. That is all what
they are fo me. Everyone should ba free fo fee! in them as they
like.”

Thus spoke Picasso of his masterwork,

Considering his stance, should | have anything to say about my

_work of architecture? | have no explanation to give of the
building; it simply showld he viewed, experienced, and felt. |
don't recall ever working with a preconceived symbal or
philosophical ideas in the design process. Point of departure for
the planning comes from the reflections on the people whe will
occupy them, and how to supply comfort and other desirable
valles o those users,

At times a conceptual axis or symbol is
hrought in inside my mind as a hypothesis of the work, but it is
only when they are successfully incorporated into the overall
huilding that the raison d'etre of these pre-given meanings is
given justification. Paintings or sculptures sometimes provide a
clue to draw a line on the white sheet in the process of
designing architecture,

The 25 meter-wade road to which the pedestrian
path is connected from Hwajeong station was the starting pointin
the layout of the Deogyang-gu Cffice. The perpendicular crossings
of the four sides generate an imaginary grid upen the site, on
which intum a linear mass towards the south is placed. On the left
side is the auditonum, while the office portiors covered with glass
curtain walis occupies the right.

The long plate wall of the lower part
encompasses the two volumes from front and behind, at once
forming & urity in the formal design and functions as the civil
affairs offica. On this wall are attached rooms with various
functions with windows of ac cordingly diverse size and shapes.

A narrow window with height; a square window;,
a window slightly projected from the wall: these openings of
different sizes and forms enrich the facade of the lower stories,
and control the exterior environment that will be housed within it
The main materials used for the project are granite plates and
transparent glasses. These are of course the usval choices for
govemnment buildings, but here they are separately applied in each
volurme,

The glass curtain wall of the office part marks a
step away from the rigid images of previous administration offices,
replacing it with a transparency that actively locks into the future.

The opacity of the harizontal band on the
spandrel changes along the weather, and gives the slevation a
temporally changing quality. This detail - already used in the
Dongbu Fire Insurance Company Building in Yeouide, Seoul,
during my days at the design firm Space - had been derived and
developed from the design of a computer scanner.

The solid and heavy granite plates were used in
the auditorium and the lower plate wall, while the upper portions
were mostly finishad with giass. This creafed a stable atmosphere
and enabled the building to be more epen to the urban context

The unused property across the pedestrian path
on the right of the office is to be developed as the site of another
governmant building. lts specific function is not determined, but its
outdoor spaces will be merged into those of this building, the right
hand side of which is directed towards this empty plot. The
complex of the two buildings, seen from the pedestmnan path that
should run between, will hopefully become a harmonious whole
and create an urban environment with further refinement.

Korean Architsct 2001 02 017
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Lecation 955 Hwajeong-dong, Deogyang-gu, Goyang
City, Kyonogi Pravince, Korea

Area Specification  Residential District

Site Area 19832.00m?

Building Area 2531.68m?2

Tatal Fleor Area 17,109.38m’

Building Coverage Ratic  1277%

Gross Floor Ratio 48.56%

Number of Foors 7including ane basement floor

Structure Reinforced concrete structure

Intarior Finishing Floor - T30 granite sver cement mortar
Wall - Water gas paint
Celling - Sound absorption textile

Exterior Finishing Granite, T18 double glass

Design Team Kang Gyae-sook, Byun Jung-suk, Lee Soo-
yong, Lee Dong-woe, Chung Eun-sook, Seong
Fun-kyung{CG}

Structural Engineering  Jungil Engingering

Mechanical Enstallatiunsl.' Sulhwa Engineering

Elactric Installations  Sungwon Engineering

ConstrustionManagement  Shinhwa Enginesring

Constriction Tae-young + Dongbu Canstruction Engineering

Korean Architest 2001 02 (119
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Deogyang-gu Office in Goyang City
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Modesty and Passion
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critique

SI2UA| E{RITEA} HE
Deogyang-gu Office in Goyang Gity

- = =1 o

Z|etd 1Ko XS5 2
The Tranquil Resonance of Choi Sam-
young's Architecture

HEZ / Studio O.NE.
by Kim Jung-Hoo
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With the implementation of local autonommy
policies, the architectural community was met wiih large demand
of wark for its administration offices and their refated projects,
such as local museums that takes on the symbolic role of
displaying the regional colors. Though their circumstances vary,
mostof these offices and museums share a facet of universality -
with the competition for their designs is attached the general i
not vague guide to supply “a space for development of the region
and their citizens reflecting the tradition and characteristics of the
area.” Architects participating in such competitions approach the
design with @ mind suitable 1o such demands - to fully
acknowledge the fimits of such projects and submit a design that
fsn't so 'cver the fop.” As a matter of fact, in result, it is often
difficult to choose from so many similar suggestions, in many
cases whose quality is generally averaged in an undesirable
level, On the other hand, it would be unnecessary to emphasize
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the degree of tightness with which the functions and spaces
requested in these projects are defined. Since an architect with
some experience can easily come up with a solution to the given
problems, the deciding factor in these compefitions concerns in
large partthe overall layout including the exterior spaces, and the
formal and symbolic qualities of the building - the same area
whare we find the strengths of architect Chei Sam-youny's
warks. Ever since establishing his own fim he has focused his
designs on competition projects, going trough and leaming the
rules of the game and coming up with some strategies of his own
through the experience. It is a strategy of maintaining a
valorization hetween the requested universality and an
architectural quality within the project.

There are several aspects that deserve our
attention in the Deogyang-gu Office. Firstis its formal composition
- aver since he lsft Space to establish his own firm, he has been
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maintaining & coherent method of design in the works, which i
ane of visual clarity. The solid and the void arranged in
appropriate proportion, the cubic volumes are given an abstract
formal dimension. The methed used in this aspect is what | would
call 'abstract articutation of space.’ The principle of spatial
arficulation, often referred in Korean architecture as architect Lee
I-roon's primary concept, is one strategy of spatial composition
derived from our traditional architecture and is applied in
contemporary housing projects. Itis usually & practical method of
articulation, adapted in planimetric planning. The objects of
articulation in Choi's work, however, are large buildings with
areas of 3000m?2 and beyond. Itis apparently different fram those
that were used in small housings, Such large scale of a building
can even invalidate a methed of spatial articulation, and 10
differentiate it from the previous concept | shall label this as an
abstract toof - forming relations or interference among buildings
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of diverse functions, it is useful in the attempt to provide some
variety to spatial, formal simplicity. | befieve it is a method
naturaliy won from Choi's previous works, in his constant strive to
go beyond the symmetrical and rigid planning of govemment
office buildings, often drenched in authoritarian atmosphere, and
has presented this work with a sense of depth not usual in a
building of such size., This depth is further enhanced in Deogyang-
gu office, with its lower portion connected to the wings. Choi
actually researched inta and made use of the principle of yin and
vang from our traditionai methads of articulation, classifying each
space in order to integrate them throuigh ancther medium. It is
reflected in his work that he spends considerable amount of time
in the way the building meets the ground, how each separated
volumes meet together, and the methods that combine the
buil ding with its stirounding exterior. In Deogyang-gu Office, the
office portion chose curtain wall as its skin and becomes the
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dominant volume of the project, while the part for civic affairs
becomes its backdrop with its granite finishing. Upon this hasic
structure, the core area and the auditorium all are established as
independent forms with depth - the insertion of these objscts into
one another creates multiple layers within the work, These
functional volumes are endowed with different details in their
elevation, and thus maintain visual distinction from each other.
The second characteristic aspect of this work
resides inits compositional frame of the grid, which is placed on
almost every facet of the design - from principle layout to the
planning of plan and elevation. This is also a proof that the whole
of the office fellows a linear composition. Yhat most stands out in
the lingar planning is the use of plate wall in the lower portion and
the stripe in the spandrels. The lines of each volume are
superimposed upon each other, and the overall effect is a design
strong o fines than planes. The plate wall used in this building,
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except that it is one closer to a partitian, is a constant and
impertant element in the works of Chol. The plate walls
encompass the building from both front and rear, generating a
strong sense of harizontal integration. It alse provides a light
tough 1o the building, relieving its program of government facility
of authoritative weight

The third is the principle of integration that links
the formless exterior with the built form. One can easily detect the
presence of an apparent concept in the way Choi takes interest in
the outtloor spacas and deals with them in the design process. |t
is how he utilizes formal ideas fram the building in the exterior,
expanding its concept as if to suggest a trace of the internal
structure. [n this case, what were applied were four circles. The
entrance plaza and court for cifizens in the main entrance area
seems to be a formal concem and doesn't bear much meaning.
But the canopy of the entrance impresses its users beyond its
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size, with its arms open to the city behind the cubic volume. The
line: of this canopy is directy connected to the ground, and, with
the use of partition and floor pattems, forms the symbolic plaza,
eraating & close link with the outdoor space. This method,
encouraging the archite ctto execute the design with both interior
and exterior spaces from the outset, enables cne o perceive the
whole site as & singular big shape. It is unfortunate that, at the
fime of my visit, the outdoor spaces were not fully realized
according to Chel's plan,

It may well be worthy of note that an architect
eagerly participating in various design competitions has
succeeded in maintaining his idiosyncratic vision of architecture
through out his works, especially undar the circumstances of
Korea. The architect often hecomes vulnerable when his ideas
are metwith oppositions, since many are not in a siteation where
his claims are primary. Beginning with Deogyang-gu Office, the
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competition-winning projects of architect Choi Sam-young are
now heing realized one by one. It is from now that becomes at
onee difficult and important. The characteristics of his works that
I have pointed aut are fundamentally based on the pramise of
universality, mentioned at the beginning. Such universality will
serve as & reference point for others and prove to be fruitful in the
comptitions for now and the near future, but it does not contain
an absohute value. As time goes by, this will one day be accepted
as another banal clich , and Choi will have to break new grounds
and progress further into this field. This problem of constant
renewal is what he faces today, and only through serious
researches and experiments will he find his way out
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