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Kahoi-dong is a place of numerous atiragtions:
North 1o Insa-dong, South to Kyunghok Palace, East to Changgyung
and Uniyun Palaces, itis situated in the core of our traditional cufture.
Within such place, every vilager is encouraged to feel complacent to
he part of a meaningful historical heritage.

ftis also a town with a 'night' Whereas most other
porfions of the city is deeply drenched inthe current fad of speed and
digitalization, Kahei-dong suppligs us with an air of capacity,
abundance, and rest The steps of people walking along the streets of
this town fegl much more fightar, and the row of galleries placed
across the fencing walls of Kyungbok Palace seems never out of
place -which can explain why such type of architecture is in constant
increase inthis area. Qurwarkshap is at the edge of the galleries, but
it also has a potent as a spot of another beginning. The main issues
concerning this housing and exhhition faciity at Kahoi-dong - though
they are nat exciusively resenved to projects in certain regions - werg
that of expressing a style which could universalize the specific
aspects of the area's often problematic tradition, and its temparal
translation - that of forming an interrelational balance between the
present and history, now in inevitable coexistence. Also important
was the creafion of interinr space as a modest backdrop to the given
funetional programs.

As an exprassion of this specific character, the use
of tradition in a superficial manner was to be avoided. A more active
method of refication was applied, planning the iibrary section of the
second floor in Korean iraditional style. By recycling various materials

040 w=Abzomi 01

saved from the old house that used to sit on this site, the project was
hestowed with an additional value of representation going beyond the
stale oftime.

The contrasting concept of tradition and the
modern was fluently incorporated into the spatial hierarchy of the
housa, which was manifested in ts circulation planning. Within the
overall layout, the traditional house was placed on the visual core.
Though i does not serve a strong functional purpoese, this house
acoupies the center as the path along the inner court surreunds it
Bevond this formal composition, a communication with other spaces
is suggested by its connection to Anbang - one of the master
badrooms - whosaimage is finked all the way o the traditional cabinet
and the bed.

The wood-floored parlor of the house features the
mixture between the urban landscape as a background and the
traditional image in the intexior, and supplies an apenness thatis often
missed in such court-centered plan. This space is also expected to be
used in various events, and the outdoor stainway connected o it is
sort of a buffer zone, as one begins to approach it from the inner court
only to be exposed o the street along its way, led by the red bricks of
the wall. As our radiional housings have strong lines, materiglity and
color, cemeant panels of gray tone were used in the modem porton,
while a horizontal inear element connected the two parts. The court
was coveredwith a transparent curtain wall

With future modifications in mind, steel structure
weas chosen for the interiar space, which was designed with simple



colors and details to fulfl its role 2 a background for the various
wiorks of art it wall exhibit. | believe itwas the nght choice of using the
traditional housing style in this project, in respect to its functional and
stylistic demands.

Lacation 129-1 Kahoi-dong, Chongro-gu, Seoul
AreaSpecification  Residaential Araa, Aesthetically Controlied
Distriet Height Controlied District

Siite Area 540, 2m?

Building Area 288.97m¢

Total Floor Area 526.86m

Building Coverage Ratio 53.43%

Gross FloorRatin~ 9753%

Function Residence and exhibition facility

Structure Stee strueture with partial wood structure

Size o stary building

Interior Finishing VP painting over two layers aof THK9+12
gypsum board

Exterior Finishing ~ THKBD base panel, stone masonry, T18 double
glass

Architect in Charge of Desigr  Byun Moon-son
Structural Engineering Nara Engineerning
Electric Installations  Shimwon Electrics
Mechanical Installations Saeah Engineering

Construction Heng Song-won
Client Hong Song-won
Photographs Lee Jag-sung

Design Pariod May 1998 - Sep 1999
Construction Pariod  Oct199% - Sep 2000
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What an Unexpectedness!
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| have not known architect Yoo Tea-yong - it was
only recent that | heard of his name and got to meet him, and finallv
came to know his works. Yet he and his works, from reasons
unkngwen to myself at this moment, have a quality of intimacy. The
buldings by this architect, 2 graduate of Berkeley who had worked in
the US for five years as AiA before retumning o Korea 1o execuig
further practice ata major design firm Changjo Architects for the last
10 years, never fail to provide s with a sense of comfort. We are
fargefy unacquainted with Yoo but sill he - with all the works created
framthe last decade - doesn't seem i fit with the characterization as
a 'newcomer. in the least, he himself has as much quality as an
architact as any other established designers of our architectural
society. How such a competent architect has only now emerged on
the harizon remains to be a problem of chance or his preference to
stay helow the radar, but it is certain his fresh vision of architecture
will provide an occasion for our architectural circle ta reflect on itself.
His racent work, Seomi Gallery, is one with outstanding deteils and
innovative form, incorporating the different worlds of house and

HEAL ZO01 01

MulZiese| B

IES 220l a2la ot Bl

2 MUES T BCHACY, T AciolRle ANE &

[t
i
0

o
rio
=
nie

=, FRIZ%EL 2lg0ES dsts olsd| nid A &
MgiT e £25] Hsind, ofH 258 HolM i

2 204, AT M=
=2 7|ap} glol| mi2ol2t ST ikl it H2
of2{ AlollA| g Erftis 22 Moists 44 Blel
A= pazich OfE, 01 olgiol Akl AkESE <l

gallery, tradition and the madenn, It attracts our cerebral attention
and instigates debate. But, as in other cases, to comprehend the
work in its total in this short essay is out of the question - | do not
believe that is the object of a criticism. Instead, | will look into its
foatures that excited both my body and soul, its many layers of
architectural meaning, and through them, | may be able to express
same staries of architectura within mysalf.

It all begins with the 'unexpectedness’ of Seomi
Galtery. The tension inside my body is stirred up by the immediacy,
contrast and juxtaposition of ane and the other that flows within it
Seomi Gallery has the unexpectedness that discovered such flov in
bulk. To analyze its images from various directions, | would like to
bring out the vocabulaies of Gaston Bachelard, the metaphysician of
the imagination. He had mentioned that the imaginative force of our
mind essentially stems from two axes - one of enjoying the
unexpected that enabies a transcendence upon the new, and the
other of digging into-the bases of one’s existence and simuitanaously
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finding a primitive, perpetual value. They are respectively nameit
formal imagination and physical imagination, but in fact are
interwined with each other heyond division. Hence the image that
gives birth to imagination is like a plant that feeds on heaven and
earth, or form and substance. The unexpectedness one feels from
Seomi Gallery may be similar, as it provides us with happy accidents
aswell as a nostalgia towards the unknown origin.

There is a castle gate in the middle of this village,
and a residence tops that gate. A house is ofien compared to a
castle, Therefore, one that sits inside the castle gate may be a castle
of abstraction or that of non-existence. Cur eyes and the vision it
provides, however, discourage us from such exuviations, We are
bound, in every inch of the house, with the signifier that symholizes
the castle gate, the image of traditional housing that forms the body
of the castle. 'Here' - the very spot | stand on - becomes the castle
only because ‘there’ is not. Whether itis a strong door, a firm gate, or
the charisma of tradition, it is because of the berder that our heart
may ensures s of security and rest. ltis a place that is closest to the
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outside, and is most distanced from the interior of the house. (I order
to reach the place directly from outside the house, a person that
occupies the place must first open its lock. And to approach the
place from inside, one must turn 180 degrees aither around one’s ieft
arm, or one's right amm but only with going outside once again
wearing one's shoes and then enter at another spot) A place that
seems so closa can only be reached at such distance! Hence our
thoughts cannot step aside from the path that connects this place
and the other. One cannot neglect the other for a single moment, and,
at the same time, may not leave this place. In its barren mindscape,
the traditional housing exists on its own. bt protects itself with the air
on one side, and with light on the other. Bound within a single body,
yet separated at such length, it feaiures a distance that uiterly
resistant o redugtion,

Such may be the true character of a castle.
Protective against - or even hostle to - the outside, it also has to have
layers of higrarchy in the inside. This is also true of Seomi Gallery,
which displays all the features of this warld. As we open the

Karean Architecl 2007 01 053



oix GIAS dofot Sich. el gt Rkl SO 71
7loll 7l{e!, 2B Hoz Mol 5t ule| W SEX|, &2
LETES HoR Hi5| WH LS cA WAND sie
2 L7} CHA] S WD Gloz SojMof Bich), T £
ol B2 & 3t 720] Of2l= B Roff ekl 3RS A}
F= wEA| OJ21 MRS 20l LSS HIFHY 5 gk
IS MRS UZigh 2 817, KD SIS OFRE o
& % gl o) HUE ofBo| TGS, S 95 B2
Hoix girk, FRoRs TR, € H¥ons Woa %
Mg xP|B Y S ol H2IE WoiH i,
HE g2l 3 S9K BY 4 o= Hall
Aolgt 2] T2 Zolel}, sjzbea
oll EIRIS| HOIRI(S2 BHH)0IBM, PtoRE ofp] &
ABE $IANE Folok B2 MA AEHECt TRiM, Mol
B JEbl oM MaE Bols oalolck, of 2,
™ 22 PO, T HRze] EYo| MAzgl0| B2
o} RE X2 32T =5 W 2 ©F 1882 Y
= 0| SIME, EIZ0/0f Woled, T2|T BE 4 2SO
o 22(gio| Lie] 22 BEst 1BI0E Lol B et
3k, et ofm slak of Exol ni= olsoled, I
Folis Atabsic] AlREs, 814 ClojalS ol . ofFo| bt

2 Jo|S2 42 S 22 AP|=, Tzt DASH] g

gich & 25

=

—_— —

windows of this house so many heavtiful sceneries catch out gyes,
and as everything flows what is left in this container of the flow is the
body of the void. Let all the lights, the winds, and everything that
surrounds us penetrate ma with impunity. My body then also
becomes a void. Butto those that dwell on the horders, they can only
see the bodies of harsh grays. This is the castle, and the caste by
itself and only by itself protects i, The depth of space is the criterion
for power, and what we see time after time are the faces of those,
What should we do with these powers? Are we only [eft with the
choice of following the strict order disclosed from here to there?
Space exhibited is contained with exchanges, while visible
decorations are signs of false empowerment. Therefore & castle is
our symbol even before it is a place, and it is cestain that ithas arisen
from tha dark shades of the gallery and the house. This will also be
true of near-perfect details and sculpture-like devices. Therefore we
must not view this work as a reqular residence. Is it a gallery-like
home, or a hame-like gallery? It does not permit an easy solution o
this obscurity,
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A haouse is our hometovwn in everyrespect Evenin
the world of nomads, itis still our hometown - it simply has a different
way of existence. In movement, in the flow, we still buld a house for
ourselves. In the words of Bachelard, a hometown is more of a
material than an area of space - ie. it is stone, soil, wind, dryness,
water or fight. Within them we materialize our dreams and only
through them do we gain a substance that suits our dream. Oniy
through our way towards it can we find our true colors, What
materials are there that farms Seomi Gallery? Does it have the dark
or bright lights from our homatown? Does it have the imegulanty, the
brigken curves, the swinging lines? The sound and the warmth? The
risk that manages to protect us from the rain and the wind? The soil
that supports the root of a ree whose branches sustain the heaven?
Are the rocks solid? Is the wind whitling? Alas, 1 have been beating
the bushes. The secret of this unexpectedness is not to be found in
ihe sphere of forms. Because of the structural freshness produced
from the crash between two different worlds, | have been in a staie
of dreaminess. The invitation to forms has been so strong that | have
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lost my spiritto look into the materials. Then, what are the materials of
Seomi Gallery?

Such failure to come up with any answers is mast
af all a result of imy harsh sensibility and thinking. But abusing the title
of a critic, [ would like to lay some of the blame on the architect, Lets
accuse the builder that the Gallery's obscurity of form and material
results from the absence of a medium that connects these two
different worlds. As the discrepancy between the gallery as visible
solict and the house as a void-like hermitage is never resolved, our
attention returns once more to the problem of border between the
warlds, Whyis the firm border of the gate that forcefully disconnects
the inside from the outside all of a sudden castrated inthe interaction
of the other, the uncontginable happenings inside the house? Why is
there no cancem for what can and caninot be mixed, for the physical
and chemical connections, and for the difference betwean sarial
connection and juxtaposition? Could it be & consequence of the
architect's formal obsessions? With only a slightest hint of
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abstraction with the horizontal line, every figures are dealt as strict
industrial materials and geometry, as ¥ to create a starting contrast
with the materials that construct the castle gate. This may have
made irrelevant all the other crucial phenomena. Even when we
consider that the form of this house started out as a pratective shelter
against the outer world, we come to a realization that its stance
towvards the outside is actually one of warmth - it is filled with
materiality. Only when all the happiness of unexpectedness it
provides, al} the flawless details and precise formal sensibility, and its
imagination of materials fail to touch the breathing, caressing
movernents of our bodies, and the subtle spirit that sits inside them,
we finally conclude that it never helped to bring up our hometowns,
Nevertheless, Seomi Gallery desenves a praise as a recommendabie
waork,
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