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Location

Area Specification

Main Fonction
Site Area
Building Area
Total Fioor Area
Number of Fleors
Structure

leteriot Finishings

Exterior Finishings
Project Architect
Design Perind
Construction Period
Interior

Structural Design
Meshanical installations
Electric Installations
Construction
Management

Cliemt

Photograph

A0 12

Inside Seoul Grand Park, San 118-3 and
seven other plots, Makgae-dang, Kwachon
City, Kyungg Province
Matural Green Area, Development Restriction
District, Broad Area Park
Exhibition Facility
7,600.0m#
3,081.0m2
6,597.0m?
Jwith 1 Basement Flpor
Reinforced Concrete, Steel Structurs
Flgor - Carpet Tile,
Wall - Gypsum Board, Paint
Ceiling - Steel Grill
Steel Panel{line Zincs}, THIK24 Doubte Glass
Oh Yong-hwan
August 199% - January 1997
Fabruary 1988 - July 2000
Shigong Tech.
Jungil Strictures
Kusung Enc.
Shinhan Electrics
Shindongah Engineering
Hwvashin
Information Culture Center of Korea
Park Young-Chea

In preparation for the information-hased society
of the 21st century, this country has heenin execution of vigorous
developments concerning super highway telecommunications.
The purpose of this project is to provide a virtual experience of this
information-hased future 1o come through its exhibition spaces, to
advertise the importance of super highway telecommunication
industry in the society of tomorrow, and to prove the social,
cuttural usefulness of this technology ta the pecple.

It also petforms the role of providing the next
generation with an opportunity to experience the socisty of
information and thus expand their viewpaint towards the ideal
aspects of the future world, while supparting, as an information
center complex with exhibition, education and data exchange
spaces, the international cooperation of related fields.

This Centter is located inside Seoul Grand Park,
15km ouiside the center of the capital, With ridges Oknyeo-bong
and Ung-hong of Mt. Chunggae as its backdrop, and its front open
towards a lake, itis given a beautiful natural condition.

Curving lines, follawing the geographical contour
of its surroundings, were accepted as an architectural motif, and
with the adoption of advanced technology of respective fields,
novel form was created that appealed tothis era’s newv sensibility.

The seven principles of its design are: The first
was to establish an environmental planning which suited the
national sensibility, without altering the natural aspects of the site.
A softly bending shape, often seen in our traditional architecture,
was used in the massing of the building. The second was the
integration of the exhibition building and the general facilities of the
Park, through supenimpasing its layout on the Park's existing axis.
The third was to consider future change and expansion of
exhibition spaces in the structural planning process, and to make
the outer skin transparent to form a link between the outside and
inside spaces, The shape of the roof followed a rhythmic form te
suggest movement of a wave. The fourth was to use state-of-the-
art construction skills with materials such as steel, glass and
metal, differentiating it from the old exhibition building by #s high-
tech image merging the basic structural elements with modern
aesthetics. The fifth was the use of the glass wall to enabie
passers-by to have an indirect experience of the exhibition. At
night, the huilding is lighted in such a way to become harmonized
into the scenery of the lake, and provide & landmark image of Park
in connection with the cutdoor plaza, Sixth, making full use of the
slanited site, a iink to the Park and atrium open towards the ground
is plannad, and seventh, an exchange of information is promoted
by the network between the exhibition hall and outdoor plaza, and
hetwaen the exhibition halls. Emphasizing the new placeness of
the facility, along with its natural connections, the Center provides
its visitors with a variety of meaningful experiences.
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Particle and Undulation

UM /e T D
by Yang Sang-Hyun
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The Seoul Grand Park in Kwachon is a place of
wonder - with the insistence of children parents reluctantly bring
them to Saoul Land, a theme park within the Grand Park, while the
Museum for Contemporary Art, located deep in Mt. Chunggas,
provides beautifyl backdrap for the newlywed's phatographs. With
the addition of a race track, a zou, and a large lake, there is fittle more
one could wish as a destination of a weekend's visit. That is, without
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This place now has a new addition for the
teenagers and chitdren. Itis & place of, asit claims, virual axperience
onthe approaching information-based society.

The Form: Sphere and Tube, Particie and
Undulation

Approaching the: [ift station to the Seoul Land past
the parking lot, one comes acrass a building with the peculiar shape
af a grand sphere and a stretched tube. These forms are not strange
to those who have been to a theme park, from which the Super
Highway Telacommunication Center borrows its motif. This use of
extraordinary yet inimate shapes from the Park excites curiosity and
imagination from the visitors.

For all its formal perfection, a sphere is atonce a
symbol of an ideal shiape and bound to certain restrictians in actual
building - it is difficult to ground it within the field of gravity. However,
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it is this very shape favored by sci-fi filmmakers, and it is in this
respect the architeet's decision to use this form in this future inspiring
facility can be understood. A sphere also symbolizes a particle, an
element that compose this physical world,

Surrounding this sphere is a volume of
concentrically undulating tube, whose underlying idea to follow the
geography of Mt Chunggae is mast clearly displayed when seen
from the left hill side of the building.

Whersas the sphere stands for the particles that
make up the materials, the shape of & tube expresses the movement
of 3 wave, Light is believed to be simultangously parficle and
undulation, which are both used as a model for formal elements in
this Telecommunication Center,

This, however, does nat mean that the fwo shapes
naturally come together in realized forms. As strong forms by
themselves, it is often exclusive of the other, and, as we ¢an seein
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Bouli e's Newton Monumert, a choice from the two independently
emblematizes the center of the universe by itself. Managing a
coexistence of the two is certainly a difficult task, and the solution of
the Center to link them through a glass box and awkwardly projected
roof also seems unsatisfactory, Without the straining glass the
sphere looks as though it will fall off the builcing and roll towards the
circulating read.

On the other hand, the rear side of the Center,
where the entrance for the employaes is, is mora joyful with its play
of various masses. Under the tubular roof a volume of cylinder -
containing the restrooms and staircases of the three floars - and a
hexahedral bulk, with carefully imposed openings, easily ¢reate a
naturallooking combination that is quite opposite of its somewhat
foreed facade, Unfortunately, this view of the back side is not usually
attained by the vigitors,

‘The Material: Steel Panel and Glass

korean Architect 2c00 12 047
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The roof of the tube and the surface of the sphers
are finished with line zink. The heaviness of the steel panels is
somewhat in disaccord with a sense of velogity ane expects in the
infornation-hased society to come. Perbaps @ more light material
should have been suitable in this case. Also, the intention of the
architect to enahle the passers-by to have a glance at the exhibition
spaces through the glass wall is not realized that well, As far as the
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conditions for the exhibition areas go, they are dark and need
partitions for display. With much of the glass walls covered with
shades, openings to the inside/outside are rare. The lively
atmosphere of the indoor hardly get a chance to manifest itse!f to the
owside, while the outer world's banal view from the inside often
ohstructive to the verisimilitude of the indoor cyberspace.

[ndoor Space: Digital or Analogue

The visitors enter the Center through an entrance
placed at the lower part of the sphere. The entrance itself is curiously
too ordinary compared to the outlandish use of the sphere. The
interior space is created as a single volume with all three floors open
towards the enormous center space, where the vertical movemenits
are mads via the alevator, This provides an exciting scene as one
chserves the whole performance of the facllity from visitors moving
through intersecting paths to motivated children running from hall fo
hall. From the entrance, the escalator invites the visitor to the third
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figor, which by use of the slanted condition of the site has the largest
exhibition space. From this area, we are then connected to the
exhibitions of the lower floors.

The general atmosphere of the indoor space has
that ‘digital’ touch ong can feel in the ghining costumes of the
attendants. Blue is the overall tone of color, emiting @ cheerful feel,
The formal elements of the booths, escalators and the handrailings
are made of slick stainless steel, while the lightings under the
escalator handrail enhances the image of diagonal movement. The
wail of the staircase, ofien a spot of neglect, is filed with images of
the futura society that maintain the inferasts of the visitors during
passing.

But the jpyfulness of steel materials comes
abruptiy to an end as one views the cefling of the building. They are
finished with corrugated stesl plates, which are then covered with a
lower layer of bulky instaliation ducts. The truss structure supporting
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the ceiling alse looks too heavy, as does the columns. The dark,
monochromic color of the ceiling further dims our view. If the
elements were a bit lighter, with a more subtle consideration on the
colors and materials, the ducts could have took on an image as a
cireuit from & digital chip. Alas, with the present conditian it is more
“analogue’ than 'digital’ - remincing us of a factory from the past era,
it inadvertently reveals that behind the fancy images of a virtual
tomorrows there is inevitably the gloomy world of reality we liva In.

The architzct is not to be held responsible for most
of the less successful points mentioned in this criticism. The
continuous changes in program on the part of the client, the
constraints of construction cost and time must have heavily
influenced the design process. Nevertheless the Telecommunication
Centeris distinguished by the archifect's analysis on the surrounding
nature and the integration of Seoul Grand Park's formal moifs into its
own design. B
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Propitious Sites of New York According to Feng-shul
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