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Why Don't You Do Somethmg For Our Society, Elders?

ClEA / A7IchEn AEHECERH By
by Lee Jong-Keun
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Engineer House, Seoul National University ‘

SYUR [ BUZAMEL + ?:!E"'.r_?
Designed by Kong 1-ion & Kim Jin-Kyoen
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The most obvious characteristic of an architectural work
hesides its primary function of use would be the symbalic value of its form. A
building, once built upon the ground, is a metionless, closed eniity that
nevertheless works great influences upon its surroundings.{Attimes, the latter
may seem like its fundamental aim.) Therefore the great architecture of the
past were mostly acknowledged as an effective tool to represant the authority
of the ruling class, built with excessive manpower and wealth that had no
direct relation with its practicality. Nowadays the owner of architecture is no
more a setected group of people but the general public, soit's quite natural for
the architect to consider in the design process the people's usual geists and
the limits of their financial support. The object of a work's symbolism, as a
result, also have changsd, and this is why the economical, technological, and
engineering aspects of a work bear great importance. A work must not be
pretentious in its farms; its dimensions as art must be generated naturally from
the work itself. Unlike pure arts, architecture is always rooted in actual use,
and the meanings of contemporary buildings should stem from the concepts

mentioned above.

Location Seoul National University Campus, Shinrim-dong, Kwanak-
qu, Seoul

Structure Stee! Structure with Partial Reinforced Concrete

Mumber of Floors 2with Additicnal 2 Belovy Ground

Building Avea 3014m?

Design Period August 1997 - March 1998

Construction Period  July 1998 - May 2000
Structwal Design ~ Lee Soo-won, Suhjin Structures

Installations Na Jung-suh, Now installations

Electric Installations Lee Sung-young, Kurwoo Electrics

Construction Hyundai Development Company

Designers Moon Byung-kook {Professor, Soonchunhyang University),

Lee Young-il, Chun Jae-pil

018 =sAr20m0 17
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Engineer House, Seoul National University
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As with other architecture sited against a
backdrop of mountains, the Engineer House of Seoul National
University also borrows the stream of Mt. Kwanak as its formal
inspiration. For this reason, itis unlike other buildings of the campus
that rely on the geametric or axial order suggested by its masierplan -
itis one of a different approach and formal analysis. What few
instances of analogy it has with the design pracess of othars can be
found in its concepival affinity with the campus and the indicative
symbolism shared with the University's main gate. n other words,
this architecture is not to be read within the fabric of the campus but
in its sachfich context of nature, from which the architect, in a rather
modernist approach, has extracted the formal order and structural
idea.

its given condifion was the sloped comtour of the
mouniain and a difference of a level's haight within the building area.
Whereas the late-modernist method must have employed devices of
distortion and exaggeration, this work suggests a basic inangular
structure which effectively reflects its surrounding geographical
conditions. What adds to the probability of this structure is the variety
of programs it incorporates - restaurants, auditorium, and seminar
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halls all require different dimensions of area and space.

The triangular structure abstracted from the
topology is then adjusied to the breakdown of its functional spaces,
and results in a division of triangles with different sizes vet built upon
the same rules. Several modules becoms aranged and assemble
the bady of the buiding. The grand opening of the entrance lobby, or
the integration of slanted curtain walls to the triangular structure by
blending the staircase's exterior skin to the mounitain's contour is the
gift fromthe architecture's inftial organizational premise.

The auditorium, in need of a greater height,
nevertheless does not claim the full dimension of the celling, ttisthus
planned, and reflect the architect's will to provide space nat more
than the required. The spaces on the edge of its section are placed
outside the triangular structure, and are givertinclined ceilings.

As its center is placed within the core of the
triangular structure, the auditorium, with a triangular roof, is inherited
with a flow of space towards the stage. The grand triangular
structure, dominating the building's overall form, influences the
spaces of each program including the double-storied restaurant.
Even in the seminar halls, ane side of the wall is slanted and confirms
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its presence within the triangular frame. This inclination, or
‘distortion,” does manifest itself as a symptom of post modernism,
since itis constructed within the order and variation of the triangular
structure, preserving and maintaining its rules through geometric
compositions. The resulting atmosphere of forms this salutien
provides is one of tranquil emations and spatial modesty.

The final expression of the Engineer House,
however, at imas deliver another sensation, The display of tiangular
structure fram its interior to the exterior, with its strang diagonal lines,
is more akin to a fom of dynamic velocity than one of silency. The
smaller partitions of triangles within the module of the grand
structure, along with their repetition, has difficulty - perhaps contrary
to the architect's intention - suggesting an air of simplicity. The
interior space, with its triangular shefter exposed, enables the viewer
to have an easy comprehension of its composition and proves that
this view is not far fetched.

Apart from tts dynamic expression, the work also
features a sincere approach to the use of materials in architecture.
Often & material is subject to various kinds of manipulative uses, but
in the Engineer House, such converted expression is defied by the

S WEAH g4 EXsls NZoc) o] B0 Tx2
OlF-= AREE Y HBRAIT WEo] 0jZio) HOKIX| o
IR oEske S8% Bos 249 gslE
2 Fcsla ok

ofelst EEe 1% Hasalel B0
HES Xofslne BE AUPETA J2E XIS
£F Bict MBS M Zae ooz fxislie o
AP} Edsict, MEXiHe| 2R ZasinA) B HE
9| ABAIA HEEE MEL| B4 TERE M)
StIRishE Ziavlel el Zoleh MEXAS] Zhdg
F ol W7 Medsin, 23| MElEl K2 SM0| A%
Blof 21N SollMT GiBrElR] pe Mel@ ALgAe] ZiA
7 WEE7|E 7|chsict Yol it Raja H 9w
JED BHS TAElE TEAE WSERiER 2ias)
8 EE IS0 BN HEY| BUBHE0| DRIE A}
S04 EodF= chast oju[Xls SX|ED UKEH A
Mo vicks] SI9E Sob ZMe ziEste) Bt 21
Wsi AR FROR NET =2y ZagA Al
32 U2 0| HEo|A Erf. thx|et =2 IS S ol
HEHAE MBIKSHE HETl| oAl | AER T3
OF HuE D YSe EXje| 7)o Holpls BeTHS
ol ZolF ZiMo|2e| oX7} RAIST US07IE T kst

Ch B

phjective, or sachlich, use of steal beams that construct the
triangular structure,

With the exception of the intarior finishing of walls
in the first flonr's restauranit, the exposad steel structure is praserved
and manifested in its primary state. Golor and other idiosyncratic
features of the material are cleacly respecied - the architect wishes
To daliver to the users the abjective properties of the materials, which
are chosen in zccordance with the characteristics of each space,
untouched and unhindered by the process of realization. The
aluminum bars, the glass walls, and the stnictural companents anly
dressed in fire-proof paint all are proof of such infent. Architect Kong
Il-gon, co-designer of the project, has showed us a few vears ago a
refined treatment of farms in his Morado headguarters, which
survives 1o this day in the Engineer House. His musical sensibility,
however, seems to be substirted with a preference for simplicity
and logical process, gained from his long experience. A synthesis of
site and program into a singular system of architecture through a
dynamic form may well be a positive sign of the presence of ki
work's musical qualities, which so much lingers inside the writer's
mifad,
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