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Dear Mr. Chairman, Union of Architects of DPR of Korea

Ol7| / S2KE ASTASHT Wy
by Lee Wang-Kee
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Pildang lies in the quarter of a housing
restricted area, which is actually hard to find in the city, and
has been completed as the ‘bowl of cur family’, When
imagined on a canvas, this house is inter-related with the
urban layer of Kangnam and silhouettes of high-rise
buildings on Teheran Boulevard forms a far view on the
southern part.

When encountered with this project of
designing a hause, the word Tamily” first came te mind, |
scrutinized more on the “relations of a family' rather than just
a family. How was | going to configure the adequate privacy
and communication of those who bears all with each other?
By placing the independent areas of the family as far away
with each other as possible, a relatively long pathway was
placed. And accordingly a routa that is connected by the
senses of the eyes, ear, and skin was placed. At points along
the long pathway areas were formed, in which members of
the family could gather. The main characteristic of this house
is that activity starts from the ring of eating together. The
table becomes the central area of the family life, and one
who controls it becomes the main existence of the family.
The room where the table lies becomes the unobjective
space of the family, as the dae-chung, and naturally diverse
family activities occur. At the center of this house is a table
and the room generally called the living-room, where the
television set is the center, was excluded.

At atime where we live in a generalized multi-
housing complex, called apartments, basic memories of
houses, we possess at the corner of our mind are
disappearing. Memories of a house would be memories of
generosity which could be said to be benevaolent - mernorias
of places, memaries of size, memories of height and
memories of status. [t would be the mental traces that lie in
our houses of the near past where we were bom and grew
ug, not memories of colorful forms. Theugh the site liesin a
narrow urban setting | tried to gather the scatterad traces of
these memaories. | tied ta excavate the memories of status,
memories of the once well known places and the family
activities that occurred there, the disappeared scale of a
house, the porch, the toilets, and the sarang-bang. This
status could be in the memaories of details that have been
slightly altered in atmosphere, size, height, and color,

{ tried to complete the house thoroughly
functianally and rationally. Cant a house with formations of






mass by constant proportions, economically
conservative planning, rightly placed functions,
restrained details, exact opening and closing, simplified
material, line and colors be made? | wished to make a
house that were loyal to these values of modernism.
And at the same time, with a method of making people
moved. What are those in our memories with traces of
things that remain ours? Places of emptiness, inter-
penetration of adjacent inner and outer spaced, the
feeling when you step on earth, the image of the korean
way of living, these were meant to be rediscovered.
These discoveries would be the essence of our post-
modernism.

It is hard to expect an urban opening on
the ground leve! in this part of the city. The wall was
architecturally used as a part of the house and
simultaneously a part of it was used as an outer skin to
define the area of the house. An open space with visible
skin were placed in the inner side. By maintaining
natural elements as light, wind, and the sky in the inner
side, the totally enclosed setting by the outer skins were
somewhat compensated with this inner openness.
There is no significance in the outer side of this house
except for that the house is totally surrounded. But once
inside there are places with unique inner skins. Urban
openness is maintained from the terrace on the second
floor, where an urban facade made by the sky-scrapers
far away is formed. This would be one way of opening
in an urban house.

The opening to the sky is placed in the
center by the ma-dang and is surrounded by the spaces
of each room. In addition to this vertical opening a
harizontal opening was added. This enables the flow of
space 1o another ma-dang which is connected to hoth
the an-bang and the sarang-bang. The two ma-dangs
which have different characteristics have different
heights enabling the two to be connacted horizontally.
The sarang-hang partly siting on the garage naiurally

018 7=+ 2000 08

hecomes heightened from the middie ma-dang thus
giving the feel of a lu-maru. The two ma-dangs with
different height are independent yet at the same time
breathing with each other. Thraugh this slit the moming
sunlight penetrates into the ma-dang.

Through the two ma-dnags and the
sarang-bang located on the south, the mner and outer
spaces have a double-layered space and interfere with
each other rendering diverse inner and outer space
penetrations. Through this type of double-layered
penetration and change according to time, the aspects
of spatial give and take changes diversely.

The square ma-dang has no decorations
at afl. | wished to leave it as an empty space with that
familiar color of sand. Then a free is planted. A free that
starts & conversation with people, a tree that could be
seen from every point of the house, a tree with red
flowers and small leaves, this type of tree was planted.
In this empty ma-dang this one particular tree changes.
It looks diffarent every season and gently touches the
heart of those living. The open space of the inner space
is a white space composed only of perpendicular lines
and there lies an artistic work by architect Yoe Won-
jae. The mohile slowly moves according to the change
of temperature and plots soothing shadows on the
white space.

These two objects, the tree and the
mobile, gives a face to this restrained house and a
rhythm, thus enabling cne to feel the unique life of this
house.

Now A family bowl’ where the precious
stories of our family are made and gathered has been
born.

Location Yuksam-dong, Kangnag-gu, Seoul
Area Classification Housing Restricted Area
Site Area 0.7

Building Area 180.31m?

Total Floor Area 268.26mincluding 40m? parking araa)

Building Coverage Ratio 4849%
Gross Flaor Ratio  64.86%

Size 1 story underground, 2 storfes over graund
Stucture Reinforce Concrete Wall
Interiot Finishing  Mortar, Wall Paper, Lacker Spray Paint

Exterior Finishing  Exterior Walls-Silicon Plaster Window and
Frames-Flourine Resin Painted Aluminum
8ar + 16 Color Double Layer Glass
Roofing-Reinforced Concrete Flat Roof
{Partly cavered with pebbles]

Parking Capacity 2

Design Team Park Jong-Sung, Lim Young-Su, Yoo Jae-
Kwon
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The Realism of Urban Housing;
Memotial, Place and Restricted Nature
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2y H/E critique
Pildang

A Very Korean House of Our Time
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00|~ gi & 20 (Mies van der Rohe, 1886-1969)
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"We are not mezely designing a house here, we have
designed anew life in a new world Mies van der Rohe, 13361969

Our houses have changed through time and in
this century where urbanization has speeded up, especially inthe
last 50 years qualitative and quantitative progress has been
prominent. A type of house and its changing surely reflects the
thought and ideas of that time and development.

The ‘urbanized Korean traditional houses’
which had been prevailing up to the 1380's are barely ¢atching on
to that string of traditional life style and mentality. But now they
have become such a rare species that we would have to put
them in to field of national security. Till this moment a wise
solution of working out the problem betwaen consenvation and
development has not been found. It has become an antique for
those who like to wander around the alleys for something
interesting and peculiar,
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Westernization, which was the luxury for the
tich, at some time hecame a sudden popular thing that came into
the lives of ordinary people who dreamt of "a picture-lie house on
the green fields". Everyone warked hard to achigve their dreams
of a victoriart house inside the woods or that sharp-edged house
besides the [ake. The thought about tradition was put to side at
that moment. Those who develeped the urban type Korean
traditional houses were now focusing on the se called French
Houses' or the ‘mini two story houses’ and easily met the
demands of the peaple. Consequently, these types of houses filfed
our city and formed one 1o the most prevailing structure in the
cityscape.

At these moments ‘apartments’ suddenly
dominated alf kind and has stayed as if it were the best solution
for housing probiems. in the last year Dong-a newspaper an
article stated that the number of apariments has exceeded the
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number of single houses.

These apartment houses, which are the
consequences of economic profits and the logic of maney, have
constantly been criticized of its abnormal influences on society. it
has been the main site of poor construction, and the main causes
of the destruction of nature and the cityscape. Even there has
been so many and constant complaints and criticism that
apartments were not following the laws of living but the laws of
money and vanity, They have outnumbered the traditional single
huitding houses which had been prevailing for such a long tima in
justforty years, '

This fact makes us wonder if there isn't ancther
alternative housing in today's society and whether these
apartments have already colonized our way of living.

Atthis moment <Pildang> has apened up a new
possthility. Pildang is an independent house inside the city. It is in

Ch
—t—

Hol2] OHIE Bl= 0|E2E a9 FHYAE T
20, FEiFEZ0 Y3 |ofEt BHEE E83( ¢
Hels, EA9h A& x| ofd ARMIE, AT,
oz #pie BHEES A UZIE eich 3
AMo| FHoleh fFEMoRAM S| OFElES TIXS FT(=| HE
o PHEYL, FHEZENC| Huo2 EE T Mo|
IkoeEe| Sgdel2 g TdEAle] 2o oA,
20| ZMoME 53 L2 SRl HES 'eRA 0f
LIS EA=TIE USSR, B2(of ofXo| #Hat 24l
9| FiEte| tiyalzt Elgleny, Bo| Holx| phe Eo| &
AL zAle| 248 Wik, sl Xigds 2
SAZ = FeEclo 2= RS B ol rofsict

FEio| FAHMES| =27} opd CfE =2,
olE 0] Ah22] =eiut slde =l 2 U 2x5
of Xpi=iichs 2toliM FHE Ex8t BjES0| 9l
HEESoT £ 4010] A RE|0] MEX F
ool cisFalg QERIC = AR SOid) 4S8 2jo)
&l02 RI=71E ChA| ohH EMZAE sl & B 2Tt 2t

Hele| 0|§ez cha Eoistbl 7153
7} Felel 23t oS8 7 IHENRET) oh-[H H XI5
oz HAE XhEe| =27} £2|9| M olu] 2Fe 4]
BIX{sket 742t ofupd HE 0] AlHe| AR ol

E o[2]2| ZFEst Chek2 olol gis ZielvE

o|&

[)

o
ch
-

Ho

the midst of the never sleeping Teheran Avenug. This part of the
city was designated as a housing limited area in the 1960s. But
through these years mary buildings have been stalking in and at
this point there are even rumors that this area will soon be free
from that law. So this tendency of breaking down those one or
two story houses and replacing them with tall buildings could be
said as the time following results.

But Pildang stands here rejecting the flow of
time.

This house showed the possibility of buiding a
house at the price of an apartment. It is definitely an economigc
building. But the point doesn't lie in here. This housa also has the
convenience that doesn't lack from an apartment. It has an
adequate mechanic systern to erase the wornes of maintenance,
The point isn't this convenience either. That as it is an
independent house the values of an independent house is
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offered. You can smel! the scent of earth, you could yefl and
scream as foud as you canwithout warrying about the neighbors,
you can plant those beautiful flowers and healthy vegetables in
the backyard, and especially that you are not living in ona house
that fooks and functions exactly the same as who knows how
mary houses, which givas you the possibility of as ariginal and
personal home. This isn't the point either. In short the value of the
house isn't that it has bath the merits of an apartment and an
independent house. Actually this house could be considered
inconvenient in ways that you have to walk long distances and
that functions are spread apart.

The values that we have to take into mind is the
values of a tity house of this time and this land, which Pidang is
trying to tell This house strongly connects the mentality of our
traditional houses and projacts it into the values of this time
accompanying the critical and analytcal power of the architect
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This is why this house shines amidst others.

The first thing that comes to mind is that the
rooms are all scattered without definite functions named.

There are a couple of rooms that is hard to give
those 50 commen names of a room, such as, a living room, dining
room, bedroam. A main room that has the pragrams of a kitchen,
dining room, living room and a hallway and stairsllets call it main
room-1 for convenience in this essay} and the other main room
that has the function of a parlor, library and work shop{main
room-2) are those. In traditional architecture rooms are not
named according to function. an-hang, gunnee-bang, daschung-
mary, sarang-hang only tells us the location of the rooms, and
when there are some davices grantad it temporarily becomes a
functional room. it seems that this kind of functional characteristic
of traditional houses has been transtated or it seems as it has
mixed the functional rooms normative in modern houses, the
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[ving room, dining room, kitchen, parlor, etc, altogether and then
distributed. This would be the resuit of de-constructing the
diverse functions of city life and then adequately transforming
them into new realms. It is somewhat very interesting that it has
followed the rutes of raditional houses for the basic dividing tools,
The former{main reom-1} is the territory for women and the
|atterimain room-2} is the territory for men. So you could say each
are the modamized an-chae and sarang-chae. They are facing
each other equally with the ma-dang in between,

The second thing that attracts the eyes is the
ma-dang of this house.

Atthis time, no one would be unsure to say that
the most significant and fascinating characteristic of our
traditional architecture is the ma-dang. Unfike the patio, atrium or
the plaza/square in western architecture, our ma-dang is not
predetermined in terms of function so that it possesses @
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particular meaning when a particular activity or function is
granted. And these activities and functions change. It is totally an
empty space until a certain activity happens. So very ironically itis
a very modzm place possessing serenity, clarity, articulation, the
potential of being filled up and filled with the possibility of being
total.

The ma-dang of Pildang has all of these
features of our traditional architecture, But it has many
differences in the way the ma-dang corresponds spatially,
visually and functicnally with the surrounding reoms. It could be
the intention to overcome the limitations of an urban house of only
being able to have one ma-dang or a new interpretation of the
modern family relation. Rooms are placed three dimensionally so
that when one sees the ma-dang from there one experiences
muli-angle views. This can be seen clearly from the south-north
section. Main room-2 looks down at the ma-dang about 1.35m
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abowve it It can be seen as a revival of the spafial relation between
the sarang-bang and the sarang ma-dang, or it can be seen as an
adequate relation with main room-1, Main room-1 lies with almost
the same level with the ma-dang and opens up all the planes that
touches the ma-dang which enables these two to bacome totally
one spatially. The former is a relation of contemplation, morals
and value. On the other hand, the latter is volunteering, sensftive
and practical relation.

In order to feel this duality a free is planted.
Unlike the two-dimensional ma-dang a tree Ts a three dimensional
object changing its looks according to time. This could be seen as
amature ability as an architect and a deep affection for traditional
architacture,

Thirdly, Every raom in this house has an outer
space of its own making a pair.

This is not the simple and tedious inner and
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outer space relation, it is the desire to give freedom and self
sontent 1o aach room. It could be a challenge to the traditional
family sense. The circulation plan of modern houses wherg the
members of the family meet throughout bving is accepted but
there ligs also a strong will to keep the individuality of each room.
So to say, the tendency of opening oneself only when wants to is
seen. Then we ask,

“Where is the Romeo of this time?”

Fourth, Pildang has a spatial organization that
can correspond to the changes of future. n other words, ithas an
extra space thatis able of transitional change.

Even though there has heen much research on
tha prediction of the change of today's city fife, it is much faster
than our predictions. As the situation is this, it is hard 1o leave an
architectural space with one function, the tendency of an
indeterminate, indefinite, neutral, uncommitted and free space is
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something that s natural nowadays.

In this point there are some piaces in this house
that can be put as individual areas, Especially main room-2 shows
the immediate possibility of being used as an independent office
possessing the idea of a studio house. Furthermore this house
has the spatial composition and scele that can transform by need.
For example, it could be appropriate for an office for a
professional, a foreign residential office, a small urban culture
fagilities like a small museumn of performance hall, and a
workshop and exhibition for an artist

Lastly, the relation of this house and the outer
neighborhood or cityis perfectly closed like a castle. It seems asif
itis saying that cammunity sense in urban housing life is no longer
spatial in this time. Our traditional village community was only
valid in the past agricuftural life style and is only a sentiment that
we should let go of. The era we live in no longer limits the
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community we live in by time or space. Globalization, which
intends to connect the whole world, and ancther tendency of
trying to strengthen the political, economical, and cultural
differences and individulity of each countsy is both happening at
once. These two tendencies are de-construrting the traditional
community vaiues and new communities are being created. And
the internet is the main one that is speeding this up.

But still there remains a question,

Do we nowr have to leave home-life community
1o other mediums and has urban houses of this time become just
anoasis in the desert?

In this transtticnat ime where we have to
design a new fife in this new time Pildang has accomplished
several values worth scrutinizing. This values will become the
constant energy that will allow change in the way we see urban
houses and offer new aesthetics.
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