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The prime object of this project, the
headquaiter of Dong-a o, was to present a visionary
image of one of Korea' s pioneering newspaper
publisher, in an area of timeless landmark buildings
such as limin Culture Center, Saejong Culture Center
and Duksoo Palace.

A high-tech appearance was appropri-
ate censidering the urban context given by Sagjong
Grand Road and Chunggaechun Road, and would
secure its position as a new landmark. To make the
most of a linear site, the building was planned as a
lmear shape, with a cornered core, which provided
maximum flexibility to the interior as well as openness
towards the outside. The transparent image of the
overall envelope represented the media corporation’ s
ethical standards, while the vertical uplifting of the
mass stood for its progressive stance,

On the other hand, the western part of
the site was left for the use of passing pedestrians,
providing them with a rest area that fulfilled the
company s cultural task to serve the city and society in
general. In terms of the program, the building was at
once an office and a museum of media history, whose
areas wete separated from the point of their entrances:
the cultural and exhibition facilities on the lower stories

D18 #&+ 2000 05




Lecation Subwin-dang, Chongro-gu, Seoul

Area Classification Commercial District, Parking Area
Arrangement Required, Redevelopment
Area ' .

Program Office, Residence Ares Commercial
Facility, Exhibiition Faciline

Site Area 1670.20m#

Building Area 856.27m?

Total Floor Area 23215.14m?

Landscape Area 252t

Building Coverage Ratioc  5125%

Gross Floor Ratio 1029.135%

Stories 21 Stories, 5 Baserent Floors

Stcture Steef Structure, Reinforced Concrete
Structure

Height 102.96m

Exterior Finishings Aluminum Panel, THK18 Transparent

o Pair Glass :

Imerior Finishings SGP, Carpet Tile, Textured Tile

Total Nunber of Parking Spaces 93

Structural Design Il Structures

Construction Management  Iishin Construction Managements

Construction Daewoo Engineenings

Installations Daun Engineerings

Electrical mstallations  Dasil E&C

Landscape Design ED House

Interior Design EWAl :

Design * Lee Suk-moon, Min Byung-haon, Hwang
Ui-pye, Kang Boo-young, Chung Jae-
woo, Kim Jin-soo, Suh Ho-sik

could be approached from the westemn atrium, whil_e the
upper floor’ s offices were linked from a separate

entrance from Chunggaechun Road. To meet the

standards of advanced information era in the 21st
century, the latter area was equipped with 24-hour data
processing units and state-of-the-art communication
. systems, elastically disposed as the modules were
initially setto provide such freedom.

The atrium, on the other hand, pravides
the citizens with a refreshing experience of leisure, while
its transparency will be all the more characteristic at
night. Just as the neighhoring llmin Culture Center
reflects one of our dim pasts, itis our wish that this new
headquarters of Dong-a lIbo will be a living proof of the
social conditions of this age and those which will fallow.

Historic Value of the Site

The site of this building, a part of
Chongro’ s redevelopment area, has a unique history:
this new addition aimed to present a touch of the
contemporary, and instigate a contrasting dialogue with
the llmin Culture Center.

Ratiorality of the Structure
The underground structure was
canstructed by a high-strength slurry wail system and

strut supbor‘ting system, while its outer walls were
continuous underground wall structures. To prevent
buoyant force acting on the foundation of the building,
the basement floor adopted de-watering system, which
also reduced the structural constructfon budget.

~ Composition of Interior Spaces
The first to fourth floors of the building
were reserved for culural facilities, whereas the above
stories were office spaces. The former area was
integrated with an atrium with exposed stairway and
elevator, which provided users with a continuous
axperience of interior-exterior spaces.

Composition of Exterior Walls

_The envelope as a whole adopted the
curtain wall system. The atrium portion of the ground
fevel floor used SPG and four-sided SSG, while the

_second, third and fourth floors were furnished with two-

sided SSG and cantilevers. The rast of the stories also
emphasized the horizontal elements with their
sunshades and horizontal louvers. The initial ptan
consisted of projecting windows that could be directly
opened to the exterior air, but, with the request from the
client, this was replaced with air-vent systems,

Korean Acchirect 200007 19
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Dong-a Media Center

FRoEMe| =3}
Harmonization as a Fragment
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by Yeo Young-Ho

&g TE%E TMele Rl A=
0| ShEoli= e SUEM TR TAL 45 28
7 B& 023 SZ0RHs 7ks FollA piste wHg 2
Bl $ton J2{th gisie SHE 4E F2 FoY
Hoz AMY=of ot o) 22 7SNl A SE ¢
EtE JiE2Z deld £ gRIn Al E X|d ozt
o FAHEARA v|F0 & wol H=Ho|x SN2 A
& 2k} AelTo|r olsXol B8 TR Lol ¥
254 & 7t U Aok
- TALf M=E BZF oA #3toixio] 0f
off w2} masloAl= =elsel Muth ZHES thet &)
2 U2 AlE| HEfEel Aot MiTol 2[3t0{ Hof AP
Holu THHSE HOSoE 57 A2 2ok vstoy
AL B F2 ujllM TRNEI0RE 03 BakEel
ZHESE F=H0l ExEHo|n T2(El FHHC

The organic structure of the city changes and
evalves (sometimes consciously, at other imes unconsciously)
through the interrelation, confliction, and resolution with its
componants - i.e. architecture. This flexibility of the urban space
cannot be reduced to a singular concept, but if we would to
execute such an impossible task, it should be a dichotomous one
- & systeratic, physical, social space on one hand, and creative,
artistic, cuftural space on the other.

The problems of the saciat sphere, and those of
physical substance, can be systematically approached and
resobved through socie-scientific analysis and social systems, but
those of the cultural field - the pheromenclogical questions - are

2 Ctgo| Z FRiof gich 222 ofof chst 2H) s
of 2 Y42 nj=clHo(o] uintelzojn 3t ofuk 2
FE YEjollM O[F0XP| Y 0|22 ahato| Ysls|o]
Of B2 Sredsict 7 Zio|rt 5k o9t 22 23k I72t
HollA AEE|0AlE ZIR200 Ohet T2 WAE 38 V)
X! FEE AMelE CiRelEel SHolMs dae| w
BoloiZz zchel B old 97} gict ol &4
2Ho| ST U2 Mo FolHo| mzE olgolFte
B3 cloMz =elEoR o532 &%[7} gict. o2}
oiAslo] A=z U= H 2199l 24t D= Hdd
o 2ENE =2HEL AT 430 ijF S25t 2
22A = eetMel ZHESE sfzstal Falsl Lzt
Hlls ZeEoI 02AM dHsl:s RS2 E5tde o
AP ZREOIME e LA Eloh,

OfqEh TEoiM B150] & ol AW

always elastic, uncertain, and can only be dealt in an abstract
way. The natural approach to these problems are often illogical,
unscientific, ohscure, and do require imagination. The works of
architectura executed in this field also grasp our attention, since
they are, for most part except the technological aspects, a
product of someone’s imagination. These creations of the human
mind, once acceptad into the realm of Arts, are hard to follow in a
strictly logical sense. Nevertheless, the accassibility to exterior-
interior spaces and their functions, the efficiency of their
performance, play an important role an deciding whether the
building is successful - the general issues and prohlems of
architecture should aiways be fuffilled in priosity, but the resulting
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cultural value of the work will go on to reserve its mark in history.
In this respect the Dong-a Media Center, with a
total floar area of 23.000m? stretched along 26 stories including 5
basement floors, has something new fo offer to the culture of
architecture. Not only the shape of the building itself but the very
location enabies us to predict which sort of architecture is
possible for this project. Its position within the urban fabnc lays
heavy burden on the Media Center of its public respensibility -
located in the crossroad of Sagjong Road, linking Namdaemun
and Kwanghwamun, and Chunggaechun Road, adjacent to our
historic spots such as Duksoo Palace, the City Hall, Saejong
Culture Center ang limin Culture Center, and surrounded by
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numaraus office huildings, it stands at the very place of Seoul
where its social, cuftural, and historical values are coexistent.

The project faced multiple tasks of creating a
characteristic buiding, with mixed functians of office and cultural
facilities, in such a location of importance, while adjusting to the
social and cultural atmosphere of the region, and presenting the
right image of a media company. The linear shape of the site,
stretched along Chunggaechun Road and narrow on the side of
Saejong Road, already drenches the place with a high potential
for a visible landmark, evenwhen we exclude the economic issue
of securing maximum building space. This aspect of the site,
along the design concept of visuglizing the prospective image of
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the publishing company, must have been the primary influence on
the creation of its overall form,

Seen at 3 glance while driving through Sagjong
Road, the building seems to be similar to KPF's skyscraper of
Kangnam distirct, or Dongbu Headquarters, co-designed by
Beom Architects. While the true shapes and appearances of
these buildings are very distinctive, they emit a simitar feel since
they are located at & cornering site, and the cylinder-like, curving
shape they present on these sides. Though they are situated in
very different spots of Seoul, they nevertheless provide a
commen feeling in the midst of & cityscape whose majority are
dim, faceless boxes. This strategy of discrimination of the exterior,
within the urban context, is one of fragmentation - to provide the
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architecture, a compaonent of the city, with a strong identity of its
own and thus, ironically, make it a part of the ¢ity. The
architecture of deconstruction, popular back in the 80s and 90,
and its resulting diversity, were executed through the frame of
fragmentation, a concrete architectural discourse. It has
succeeted in refiecting the complexity of society and culture in
the late twentieth century, and became part of the fabric of
architectural design which is performed within the urban
structure. In addition, this suggests how architecture, the very
element of the city, can be linked fo the context of urban space.
Although the work is one of imagination and
obseurity in design, i also becomes, in order ta approach it by
more realistic and logical terms, important as an architectural link
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with the urhan context. This connection is the stariing point and
method in the design of the building, and, as an expansive field of
creating healthy environment against social systems and public
interests, it becomes all the more meaningful. This is even more
true of an architecture standing in such a site of historical, social,
culfural magnitude.

The cylinder-shaped volume an the western
edge of the building, facing Sagjong Road, is the active agent in its
establishment of a wholeness; this is then subtly linked to the
‘carving matif of the front facade, from Chunggaechun Road®@s
point of view, and melts into the designer’s intention to provide a
vertical orientation. Itis, without dout, an impressive landmark - it
is atfirst a clear departure from the mediocre styles of the
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neighboring buildings, and then enhances its architectural
prasence from Saejong Road.

Theimages of waving lines on the south at once
reminds us of curves from Korean traditional arts and eases the
main body's tersion with the perhaps-too-distinetive cylinder.
This method of releasing contrasting aspects, however,
unforiunately acts against the uplifting strength of the project,
since the horizontal elements tend 1o stand out 1oo powerfully.
Comparing it with the facade of the sub-entrance’s side which
displays a more refined lock, the difference becomes apparent

Notwithstanding the massive volume of 21 .
stories in one of the busiest streets of Seoul, the Center succeeds
in providing friendly elements of human scale, starting from the
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main entrance for pedestrians in the south. This space leads the
passers-by to the atrium, whose long and narraw lobby reminds
us of, in spite of their apparent differences in scale, a similar lobby
in Morphosis’s Cedar's Sinai Comprehensive Cancer Center. But
whereas the latter has an enormous height, the former is
confined in the vertical dimension alsa, and thus seems to be a bit
oppressed. But since there are three ways to enter - ane from the
atrium, the other from the southern main facade, and the third
from the parking lot - the Jobby, thaugh rather small in scale,

_provides the users with a variety of spatial experiences. The
simplistic pattem of the lohby floor is i accordance with the
overall high-tech atmosphere of the interior.
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The social and cuttural function of architecture
has emphasized its public and regional values in the urban
context, which provided the city with a way to deal with its
architecture as its composing elements. This means that
architecture is only realized as an element of the whale,
abserving its social responsibilities. This involves more
architecture of the city than those in isolated islands or outhack
mountains. In this respect, the public and regional aspects of
Bong-a Media Center will leave a meaningful vestige, as an
element of the city, in an important spot of the mstropolis, both
socially and cuturaly, ' '
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