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The architecture of Protestant church is as
compiex and dilemmafic as the history and acceptance of Protestant
church itself - it needs to be a church without asserting itself too
much as such. What Martin Luther and other Reformists sought after
was {o internalize the presence of God, When God was externalized
as the church system, dogmatic reading of the Bible ar church
architecture, they on the other hand taught that the place of God was
in peaple” s own hearts, This put an end to the Western Church that
has dominated its society for a thousand years of the Middle ages,
but that was not all. 't also terminated the tradition of church
architecture. Since churches were no longer ‘a model of heaven,

the place of God' nor ‘the gateway to heaven,” itwas quite evident
thatthere couldn the any more canon to them,

TR

In the Remanesque churches, God was in the
solidness of materials. This kind of religious foriress, protected from
the avils of the word, was then dematerialized in the Gothic era. The
skeletai structures floating in space, filled wit: light, present the
transfiguratien of God from substance to light. And since the
Reformation, He again reincated Himself to the mind of the people.
The main role of churches holy ceremonies for recognizing the
incarnation of God was replaced by Bible readings. In short, the
churches of the Protestants were, both symbafically and functionally,
space forman, notfor God.

In this respect, no ather ramarl; is more e to its
spirft than that of architeet Min Hyun-stk. In designing Sungyak
Church, he asserted that “the essence of the Protestant Church,
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following Calvinisn, is in the gathering of believers,” and suggested a
plan that marked a violent rupture from the traditional scheme
consisting of altar and nave. Furthermore, he noted that
“architectural expressions of transcendence have abways resulied in
displaying the negative aspects of hofiness,” and henca he tried to
disregard the objective, emotional elements and placed his starting
pointat “pure program - events and happenings. (excerpted from C3,
Nov 1997) But is this so? Can peaple really, as the Reformists say,
succeed to form a connection with God without the medium of
religious authority? Can we literally take: the words of Jesus that He
will be wherever “the two or three of you are,” and ragard the
organization, systam, dogtrine and architectural works of the church
&8s necessary evils? Since the modern ages, power was handed
down from God to us people. The nation of God as the core of
existence has vanished. Instead, He became “consumed” as the
object of personal religious bekiefs. The world is more mature now -
Whereas a child feels God by symbols and divinity, a grown-up can
know Him without these, Jesus Himself actually taught us to destroy
the sanctuaries, and, as the saying goes, itis better to live the life as if
God is nathere thanto live the life of God as if you don’ t have a life of
your own. Translating this idea architecturally, we come up with an
imags of modem church that is rather & space of man than of Godl.
Taking this as a should-be, however, the reality is stil far different,
This may be due to the fact that the conscious and existence of
mankind are forever always in a state of incompleteness. As
phenomenology has taught us, a state of pure recagnition, that of it-
seff, irespective of concrete context actually does not exist To leam
about the transcendental, we must experience its reified form,
something our body can directly relate to. The world may be mature,
but for this reason, it still calls for symbols and systems. This church
refains the generally accepted elements of a religious architecture -
the presence of & tower and red bricks as the chaice of material. The
axterior waltwas builtin bricks in extension from the existing factory
building, and the tower was constructed as an extension of the stegl
structure which furnished a new transparent skin. These two
elements were not diract imports from cliched images but results of
e (F1 ; | logical conclusion. Still, | understand that, to the eyes of a pure
L ) ) medemnist, it would be seen as eclectic, if not mass-driven. But |
would like to argue that this is precisely the limit of architecture.
Modem architects aspired to construct pure spaces and absolute
beauty, but to no avail. These days no one is naive enough o believe
that the construction of an empty space leads to pure architecture.
Luther has done away with the mediating representative of God and
: made each of us God Himself, Yhat we gained from this, however,
' fw . ] was absolute solitude, and the Protestarts are now retuming to trend

N [ _Ler o, of the very ones they opposed to - the Cathalics. It would also lead to

i similar results if we had eliminated the role of the architectural
o ' medium or symbo! since architecture, just fike us, is an offspring of
this real world.

EHBC
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Locafion 215-1 Samsan-dong, Bupyung-gu, Inchon Area
Classification Semi-Industrial Araa

Site Area 5,567 90m?

Building Area 3,101 83m?

Total Floor Area 9,702.87m?

Landscape Area §85.04mi*

Building Coverage Ratio 55.71%

Gross Floor Ratin 152.79%

Stortes 4 Stories, 1 Basernant Floor

Stuctore Steel Structure, Beinforced Concrege

Exterior Fimishings Base Panal

Interior Finiskings Custon-Made Fnishing over ALC Blocks
Construction Changhak Engineering, Ltd.

Design Perind Fofy 1953 - Dec 1998

Construction Period 0ct 1998 - Dec 1999

Mechanical Installations Daewoong Industry

Electiical Installations Bul-e Electronics

Structural Design Chang - lowoo Structural Engineerings
Project Designers Hwang Se-yul, Lee Chae-skin, Yoon Don-young
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Bupyung Full Gospel Church
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Method, Form and Style of Archrlecture
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"There are only 12 tones - One must be
extremely careful in treating them."
- Paul Hindemith

(f course, there are more sounds in this world
other than these 12 tones. The history of music, however, has
started from these limiting articulations, be it 5 or 7 tones, The
development of an art medium through the applying one's own
¢onfinement does not simply concern the field of music -
paintings were both paratyzed and enforced by its own flatness;
literature was built upon its restrictions as written letters. In a
word, art seeks truth through its own defects. This can be related
10 our quest for meaning notonly in religious terms burtin the daily
lives.

Then what are we to interpret Hindemith's
‘extreme carefulness' in his treament of musical tones? "12 tones’
refer to the confinements of music, but the sentence that
immediately follows it connotes a subtle mastering of that
restriction. It is a catalyst that converts limitatien into a new
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possibility, in the threshold of these two contrasting states, and at
this state, the method and form of music are found. The relation
between numbers and tone hecome disclosed, and harmonics is
born.

The renaissance had a similar impact on
architecture. That period is actually devoid of any specific styles,
but during that era, various iayers of structural, material
experiments were accumulated and formed a methad, form or
style of architacture. Arches and vaults finally gave the traditional
method of masonry a diversity of architectonic applications, and
helped to establish architscture as an independent genre. This
coincided with the departure of paintings from architecture. Art,
until that point positioned awkwardly between the creatar and the
patron, gained its own independence by freeing ftself from the
socioeconomical determinants and recognizing its very gwn
momentum - a heark of its own.

But this peint of zenith, as in almost every other
rase, didn’t last long. Vith the advent of new matenials such as
steel and glass, architecture once again was entangled within the
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problems of material and its relation 1o styles, and aven to this
day, does not seem to have found the right track. It is quite
analogous to the state of contemporary music, who has lost,
along with musie’s own limits, the very potential which those
fimits provide. Constant explorations are being made through the
hottomless dissonance, and likewise, contemporary architeciure
is wandaring through unsettled grounds - The only difference is
that, since architecture relatively has a strong connection with
economic and social conditions, i is rather less active in iis
quasts than the other. Architecture didn't, couldn't, or rather
didn't feel the need to break away from the classical styles. The
chaotic situation of today's architectural scene could be deepiy
rogted in the medium’s bond with materiality. As we have seenin
the anectote of Michelangelo, a material has some sort of will to
be that material. We, at this point, should once again boldly face
this problem.

Architect Ham In-sun's choice of steel structure
as the main material for his recent work - the Bupyung Full Gospel
Church - can ba viewed in connection to this question, It is well
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known that Ham is very fond of this specific material and
structure, and through his works and remarks, he has succeeded
in providing us with & very sirong impression as an architect: For
instance, "Whan we talk about the city," he once said, 'the most
important thing almost always happens to be context. But when
we say context, it actually needs a text to go along with it in the
first place. We do not even have a context of [ogical infrastructure
where we could debate over issues of text and contex, let alone
a context within the urban structure. In this respect, | truly believe
itis more sincere primarily to concern ourselves with the issue of
context itself. With context, what we are actually falking about is
the problem of element and whole. Elements never exist on its
own - they become significant within the structure of the whola.
What divided the element from the whole and isolated them was
the Western idea of rationalism, upon whom scientific thinking
hased their idea and establishad an opposing relationship
between an element and its whole, The only way an element
could be 'right,’ in this narrow respect, was to break away,
become independent from the whole." Here, Ham is substituting
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the problem of comtext with that of time, which in tum provides
the temperal limitations of the steel structure. “Structures can be
deemed right or just in one or two respacts. One concerns the
viewpoint of architectural aesthetics, where we often talk of the
immorality of decorations or the aesthetical beauty of rational
structures. The other would be a field relating to its situation.” We
should note that when he speaks about these issues, ha is
refocating the nation of temperance and control from the realm of
aesthetics to that of socioeconomy. This further emphasizes the
impartance of the system.

"Why does my street buildings rid themselves of
their inner content and display their skeletal structures? It all
comes to the matier of the architect who considers his work as
part of himself. It is a work that is created by the devotion of his
soul. Butit is exactly this point which strips away the autonomic
strength of the work and make them a mere representation of the
creator's expressive will. ..} And that is why | have come tolet go
of the building's surfaces. By giving up the cantrol over their
glevations, | could establish a system. And then people ask me
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why | always choose the color white. Itis actually not a choice of
white but a refusal to choose any kind of color. When | talk this
way about the works in an urban fabric, | am in the process of
writing a criticism on them. Most architects consider the
envelope of their huildings the most important and meaningful
part, something that is even as precious as their own life, and this
i what! am trying to stand against”

The reasen | have quoted his rather lengthy
remark is my way to diminish the crack hetween the Jogic and
reality of the architectural profession. I would ke to point out that
Ham, while at points jumping in his logics, is completely following
a logic within the process of those lgaps. He does not work with a
general language of architecture. The choice of stee! structure
itself is nothing special, but the logic with which he dsals with the
material is based on his idiosyneratic way of thinking, which
actually has nothing to do with his profession as an architect

Which is then the very roaf of his problems. In a
cultiral atmosphere where consistency of one's speech and
deeds is taken as an utmost virtue, Ham and his works, adopting
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the basic and generalized use of steel strucutre and therefore
seemingly devoid of the complexity of his remarks, are exposed t
vanous levels of crticism. It is indeed quite difficult to read his
logics in the Bupyung Full Gospel Church - Whether he intended
10 exaggerate the repulsive feelings for steel structures, we do
notknow,

Architecture, however, should not be serving
and following the logic of society and economy. We should once
again think of architectural styles, the properties of the material
and what those materials aspire to hecome. Is Ham approaching
steel interms of materiality and structure - which of course is not
confined o the problems of generalized details of construction, as
| menticned in comparisan with the construction of music - or is
he still defiberating within the frame of cultere and sociology?

Simply said, this work of Ham, the Church itself,
¢annot be an object of discussion. We should not limit our
architectural debates to the built substance. But neither should
we only talk of the logic behind his writings and remarks. The
discourse onarchitecture concems bath fogic and realized forms,
or scientific hypothesis. In the latter case, the hypothesis should
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be supported by a perfect system of thoughts, and it is in this
respect that we can cansider paper architectures as part of true
architectural works. tt is alsa the basis on which architecture
establishes its syntax, and it is this syntax of a work that we
should take into account in the process of criticism. The text
resulting from the syntax, be it new or existent, is a mixture of the
architect’s work and thoughts, not simply his logic. Ham's new
Church is @ simple work of steel siructure - more of a "building’
than the so-called ‘architecture.’ There is no arguing that Ham is
an important member of our architectural society, but this work
falls short of our expectations. The entangled steel structure of
the building was isolated from the organization of the Church, and
seemed only to be in service of Ham's lngics - which is more of a
fallacy he himself has buiit around his preferred struciure,
Perhaps next time, he will be able to hreak away from his
confines, and present us with an architectural method that is true
to steel structure.
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North Korea
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Urban Planning of North Korea and its

Prospects.
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23 AR investigating the city

North Korea

SR =3

A Suwey on North Korean Architecture:
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- ZAIEA  investigating the city

North Korea
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