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The word ‘locality’ is a huge burden t an architect. Like the word
“vaditor’, tis painful obligation thet is to he formed into architecture with its ofiiectives not
knawvn. If we were to understand locaity as the aceumulation of local eufture passed onto
the present fromthe: past, and moreover, a5 the possibiity of the discovery of future Tocality it
seemed thatthrough the project of Kizeng Health Certier a new pattem coukd be craved into
thearchitecture of this ime - atmewhen even the siigitest traces of locality has diminished.

The presertview of Kizang whase skyfine is formed by gigantic apariments
andthe disirici wherethe sireafhe Health Cerreres, is being developed in large scales The past
image of a modest fishing vilage can be found no where. Tiks sisation of urbanization from a
fighing cityhas submitted us anewhomework of infeningthe future of this city.

The site of the Health Center occupying a comer of the district, is
connected to the district office onthe upper sida of the siope, and commands a view of ihe
extensiva fiekds below. This situaBon endows a conficting object. The building should act as

eHpe

& partying in the district, and at the same time, make a statement towards the fields where
urhanization will gradually oceur. This problem was solvad by mediating the masses and
scalesinteractng differenty tothe twe levels - the districtlevel and the future city level

The area connected to the district area has a humble scale and &
restrained form of two stories kigh, on the other hand, towards fhe extensive fields the
building is thres stories high with dramatic valumes and & challenging seale interaciing with
the spacious scenery. itis an welcoming of the ity to come, and an action of gathering the
spirts ofthis area of sea and harbor.

The total flows of the masses are formed in the east-west directian
accordingtothe surounding land and mountains. The preardained thoughtfor a southward
view was overcoms through the belief that a more micro-cosmic orter shauld be
considered first Also, locating the bullding in a southvrard view would inevitably form dark
northward views, which is more inappropriate than the: uniform light due to eastwest

Al 9969



disposttion, atleast in a medical system nat a housing system.

By ways of attaching the masses of the elderly space and the
audiorium to & 3m - the minimurm module for a consultation roorm- box frame, the huiding
was fiormed, The minimal room area appcinted by The Ministry of Heafth and Welfara was
observed, butt faciltate the amangement and change of the rooms a stucture by partiion
walls was suggested.

By hanging a mass covered with granite covering a specially sized box
formed by exposed conerete columns and heams, the steap slope was buffered and
various facades coukd be Jomed according t¢ each area. O the office area in third floor,
alurminum panels were used fo express its function and characteristics. The emergency
stainway was deatt as a single massto actas a post asithokding down 2 boat

The scenery of the mountains and fields can be seen through the
windows when entering the waiting raom from the main entrance atthe second fcor, This

area is connected fo he reception office and the examination area. The waiting wom is
connected tothe small auditorium by an inner court, and atthe same time, throughthe ‘open
stairs’ standing in a vertically open space, the fiestand third floar is connected. In parts of he
first floor which inevitably had te adhere to the land because of leve) differences,
examination supply faciliies which do not need much fight ike the X-ray room were placed.
In the luminous area elderly faciities were pastioned, As the offica area inthe third floar hag
a middie: cowrt ard roof windows, a bright area is formed. The: sectian of te apen space
placed along the stainvay narows as it goes up, and at the third floor the space flows
toweard the middle court where it ends.

Though this house is incomplete nthe aspectthat the mechanical and
electronic facilities and communication systems will nat b fully available until the
completion of the distriet office in the same area, the house is complate in view that it s
atways newdylived by the peple. Maybe house”is a verb, not a noun,
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Pusan Kizang Public Health Center
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'BIack—and white” or ‘Color”: Ohserving
the architect Kim $aung Hoy on the crossread
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by Les Dang-Eon
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Mot long ago there was a meaningful article in the
papers abstractly showing the trends of our architecture, Though a
short passage it was, a3 it had an inconspicuous speculation about our
architecture in an overall view, bwall quote it below,

We live in a post-modern society. A six hundred won
sodawould be a good example. The era where the color orange meant orange
flavor and purple indicated grape has gone. Slue, yellow, pink, green... the
colors that are emphasizing their artficiality with no accordance to nature, are
being bought and sold, making an image of its own,

.. chiildren: are ardent ahout these blue beverages that
adults dare to take a sip. Shocking yellow, sweet pink, electrifying
transparency, these are surely a new partcular contract..

Yho would have thought that the color of beverages
would be red and hiue that seem fike ink mixed in water. These colarful
heverages haspassed by the forfes and fiies, accustomed tothe black Colaand
transparent cider, the thirfies, benevalent © the orange and purgle Fanig, and
managet to make s place in the young market Nowadays kindergareners are
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persisting their ovn eye-level and tasie in choosing theirfoys.

Now in stock there is a H.O.T product made with pink,
grean, hiue. But there is no promise of who the color indicates. The child just
choosesthe colorby his own taste..

The main paint of this passage is that our society is
transferring from a manufacturer eriented, synthesized and
standardized world into a consumer orented diverse world. in other
wards, our paradigm is shifiing from the nation of “same’ to “different’
Paople in their forties and filies, that is, the hlack and white beverage
generation 1o the colored Fanta gensration in their thirtes, and now to
the new generation prafening color blazed beverages. This ransiiion is
a diract example of paradigm shift Aswe are [ving in a society where
the manufacturer is obliged to do anything according to the different
tastes of the consumer in order to survive, It does seem natural that the
world is becarming “colorfur,

The paradigm shift thathas occured inthese sodas
is nawy, in the late 20th century, happening in architecture also. it may be
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harder to distinguish diversely, like in the case of sodas, but a rough
division into ‘the generation of black-and-white architecture’ and ‘the
generation of color architecture’ is possible. The generation of biack-
ancahite architacture are those who believe inthe identity of a uniform
and systemized architecture bom by the reasoning of institfionalized
peopleithese are the same generation favaring the sodas according
inith nature. They believs that the signifier and the signified should be in
a oneto ane relationship), Thess people have a diagrammatized thought
on architectiire, some porion of the architects have this kind of chvious
ideology. They nod their heads ordy when architecture is formed
according to their ways. Architects included in this categary v hisher
whole life steadily, making obvigus hoeuses, without quesicning, even
once, hissher thought They have never met the opportunity to think
above the ‘tamed meaning’ of architzcture, Naturally the acquaintance
ofthe sigréfier with a newr meaning differant from the prevailing signified
was impossible tothem. Their only reason to exst is to setile down on
an ordinary signifiedina passive manner.

The generation of color architecture are mainly the
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young architects with high educational status or who have studied
abroad. They have an imperative conception of deationalizing and
have an extraordinary attachment to individualizing. Sa they
unconditionally deny the ordinary and exert their efforts into
fragmentizing architecturs, Their framentizement or differentiation of
architecture is not produced on grounds of ermatian but of logics.
Though diferentiation that has lost emation is only mere rubbish, they
utifize this as an architsctural strategy. That is why, in these days,
fragmentized architecture under the name of recuperation of
‘difference” or Tndividualty’ is prevailing. Especially a tendency to use
architectural materials without any relation to emotion while insisiing
‘tectonics’ and ‘material character’ has strongly arose i this class of
architects. The reason of the floafing existence of thesa architects lies
in the unconditional denial of uniformity and distorted taste for
fragmentized architecture.

Thete is ansther category of architzcts who deny
the simple division of colar and hlack-and-white, but trespass the
boundaries and merge the two into one. These architects consistantly
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question there architectural ideclogy. Also they have a confident belisf
in what they feel from themselves as an individual with a definite
rationality. But these feels are not so cleany organized or rationalized.
When the feel is not diractly transmitted to the hands but becomes
fitered in their ‘smart” head, they fee! enomous distress. They shake
their heads in uncertainty and denial of the autcome. This is why they
do not rely on the customs and ingtitutions this society has established.
These actas a restrain ofthe direct expression of their innate feels. But
they do befieve inthe innate emoiion inborn in their bodies(n this point
of view they seem similar to the generation of black-and-white
architecture. But they deny the already established sigrified and reby on
its fundamental matrix}. Ever through failure of directhy transfening the
innate feef to the hands, they keep on bying, in belief of its possibility.
This is similar ta the generatian of color architecture, but unlike them
they do not become easily dazzled to framentized emotions. They
ahnays editthe innate feelings and imaginations that e inthe evenday
life, irto an architecture with newtasta.

Cansidering the three viewpoints discussed above,
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Kizang Health Cemter has a peculiar character. Through these view
points the meanings and limits of architect Kim Seung-hoy can be
measured, and furthermore the meanings and iimils of cur architecturs
can befound indirecty beyond thisarticla.

Kim Seung-hoy is in & paint an architect of the
hlack-and white generation. He does not seem like the usual young
architect of thesa days, expecially for ong who has siudied in America.
He doesn't seem to agree to the assertion that ‘As | am a Korean the
architecture | make is naturally Korean Architecture”, it looks as if he
has a stem beliefin context and locality. This could be feltin his sincere
atfitude towards the context of Kizang Heakh Center. During our
conversation, he expressed his interest in the locality of Pusan
repeatadly. Particularly he was focusing on the refationship of the sea
encounterad Kizang-gun whers the building site lies. According to Kim
Seoung-hoy, unlike the fat plains of a rural viliage where regularly
arranged fields give an emotion of uniformity, stability, and
conservatism, the sea encourttering Kizang gives a free and dynamic
image, And in this project he madg effort o express this feelings, The
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triangular emergency stainvays is like an anchor piercing downto hold
the floating mass of the health center in place. Astairway holding down
amass rying tofly away - avery indicative exprassion. In this way Kim
Seoung-hoy is captuning his own quality of contexd. This is surely the
logic of the generation of black-and-white architecture. The under-lying
meaning of his imenton - the anchor holding down a mass- is that a
particular signified exists. In other words, itis saying that there certainly
is a home where we can depend on,

On the other hand, he makes a total different
interpretation by slicing up the context. The entrance area of the health
center which faces the district office is formed inte & modest two story
high mass in relatonship with it But he says fiat he endowed a tree
story high form to give a dynamic impression on the backside which
inferacts with the ‘smalffactually he used the expression ‘extensive’}
fields. At this point he discards the synthetic context reading of the
generation of black-and-white architecture and attempts the
fragmentized context reading of the generation of color architzchure.
The diverse method of context reading, condifonally responding te te
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context of each direction- north, south, past, west- of the color
generation, is manifested in the selection of material. Aluminum
compound panels, stone tiles, granite, sxposed concrete, and so on. The
exterior finishing matenals are so diverse. Also the interior finishing
materials such as, vinyl-paint on plaster hoards{the colors that
unexpectedly appear on the walls catches the eyes), ceramic tiles, sand
stone, and ok are also exquisite. Like the different contexts that lis in
each direction, not as a wholg, are piling up on each other, the different
architectural mateniais collide with each other, They have lost taste” and
just stand there without a soul. When the architact was asked why he
had doneso, an expected answerwas said, He said thatif matenals that
have been habitually institutionalized are used, the materialistic
character would disappear. K is definitely true that materals lose thelr
characteristics when institutionaiized ty habitual inter-relating. Thisis a
rebellion aganst the architecture of the hlack-and-white generation. His
intention is that he would rather feel the individual and fragmentized
emotion than acquire an cverall uniform meaning by a habitual and
simple synthesis of relationships. But here we gain an emaotion that has
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only ‘ahsent mindedly liberated’, butnothing slse.

The buitding endowed by dynamics at fist, attains a
synthesized taste of localily, then is trembled by the fragmentized taste of
context. Also the all teo many materials used in the exterior and interior
finishings are just gathered together without searching for a new way of
inter-relation. This makes the architects of the black-and-white
generation starled. According to his word itis the aesthetics of paradox,
where different things gather together, not to make a new taste of
context, but just to have its aesthetics as the way it is. As such was his
aesthetics there were nothing much to say. it seems ifiat is why the
building interior, functional disposition, and the postioning of sections
looks like the acsthetic of paradox alsofThere are things that are partally
right, hut as a whols hard to comprehend. For example, the dispositioning
of the building that makes it look upside down, the sudden appearance of
an uthan mid-court and roof windows on the third figor, and the office
placedtoward the west).

ftis impossible to tell why this is here and that suddenty

#eleh 2ot olgHel e At

e =of U=y &Sk
HE7F 7t okt B3 HES0[2] ENIeR MRt o2y
ol sirie) 25 ASKEES HIHE PN Puds

AEA = BAFIE 253 &A(architectural device)E o
50 dfe xp7| ‘eele| HEF olg2l He el a2l
oCig ZF 4o} ol HE7| das| S0k o2} R2| 1
ol 252 Bl (Al &2] £t Slolv) olLE 2 BoR o

gl 2o ol E&lEict.

appearsthers. Maybe this is beeause an averall viewy didn't exist, but only
a narrow fogic that could only react intermittently to solve the diverse
problems,

What is an architect? It is not one who praduces
obwious and repeated architectural taste using tools that are anly famiiar
to oneselfHe/she is not an architectural enginser doing the same job
over and over). Moraover hefshe is not one that leaves heterogenaolis
things as they are under the name of materfalistic character because he
fshe detests the taste of copvention. Leaving diverse characters as they
are and not searching for a new taste is the same act as giving up
architecture. Wouldn't an architect be the one who cooks up all the
diverse materials ta discover new taste? Especially one who cooks the
feel of the innate emafion inhom with the diverse modem architeciural
materials to create an architectural device, that recuperates a new
cormtextin the ordinary, We could surely call one ‘our architect’, Whe am|
and where shall | ga? This certainty is the topicéthat can be-feft not known)
notonly forthe architect Kim Seung-hoy, butfor all of usin architecture.
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Seoulis the capital of our countny; the heart and face that has cherished & tradiion and history for over 500
years. Itis regrettable herefore that it has lost its cultural aura as an anciert city and changed into a city featureless and without
charm as it has passed throughits rapid period of development overthe last 30years. itis even more regrettable whenwe reflect on
thefact hatthe 215t centurymay demand an identity and a character from Seoul more than ever before.

Seou is an unprecedented city in this world in terms of its precipitously rapi change. Pukak, Imvwang, Naksan
and Namsan which surround the downiown area of Seoul sl hold on to aspects of the past. However, it is hard 1o find these
features of the past insie the city but 50 easy fo find the madem featires. Seoul has also accomplished enormous physical growth
to the extent that i is hard to determine its boundaries. Accordingly, Secul is recognized as a strange city in which bright and
prosperousfacets coexistwith dark and unreasonable aspects.

This is the time when plans and countermeastres t0 davelop and preserve the capital to realize a totally
different environment from the Seoul of today are poignanty needed. We should put alt our effort and wisdom into nourishing Seoul
as & city where its B00 year history so evidently coexists in harmony with its functionality so that we might feel ke cherishing its
humanistic environment. In this special story, we have put together arficles from many profiessionals in order to have an cpportunity
to review the past and the present, and to check afiematives for the future, under the common heading of Seotd.

- Editing Director Son-Sae Kwan {Professor, Joongang Univ,) -
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Tracing the Structure of Seon Gity
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by Lee Sang-Koo / Professor, Kyungai University
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Preface

The population of Seoul reached 108372 by 1425 (10th
year of Sejong Dynasty) when the construction of Seoul was almost
completed as a new capital of Chosun. At that tme, the territory of Seoul
included the walled city sized 185k a5 wall a5 some parts outside te West
Main Gate and East Main Gate. Six decades later, at the end of 1933, the
population of Seou! reached 10,321,496 and its territory expanded to the
southem part of Har River. Seoll now occupias an aras of 80552k which is
far greater than the enclosed walled city. Seoul has matured through such
changes as the increase of city poputation, the constriction of new cities to
cover the increased population and the change of city structire to meet the
demands for the newly created city argas. In this article | wilk briefly
summanze e malurity processes of Seoul.

Early Chosun Dynasty: Shaping the city structure

The construction of Seoul as a new Chosun's capital
started fram Taejo Dynasty and ended during Sejony Dynasty. Taejo Dynasty
faunched the city construgtion by building National Shrine and Palaces
{Novernber 1284), disirbuting the land for housing (January 1335, completing
the administration disict as 5 Bu 52 Bhang {June 1295), completing National
Shrine and Kyunabok Palace (September 1395} and huilding the walls
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{launched in Januany 1396}, However, the construction efforts stopped when
Chungjang Dynasty moved its capital to Xaesung. However, dwing Tagjony
Dynasty the capiial was moved back to Seoul {1405). Tagjong started building
the city by construeting the city market buildings {1412) and setting up the city
street route and widih. Sejong Dynasty completed the city construction by
rebuilding thewalls (1422) and completing the city sream refonnation,

in Taejs, Tasjong and Sejong Dynasty, the foundaton of
Seoul such as the Incation of major facilites, ie.National Shrine, palaces and
government offices, the steets and boundary, The basic outay of Seoul was
based on the Taditonal ¢ty conshuiction expeniances from Samkuk era. The
most important elemert which determined the structure of Seoul was the

R e .
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Seoul's configuration of the earth viewed from the south
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natural configuration of the earth, The shape of Seoul is the walled ciey
surraunded by mountains which originated from Samkok era, Seoul is
surrounded by mountams e bt Pukak, bt Inwang, Me Mokamwyuk{Mt Nam)
and Mt Nak, which made the city boundary for Seoul. It showrs that the
tradition of the wailed ity surroundad by mountaing has been handed down to
Seoulfrom Kokuryo era,

The location of Seoul was determined after 13years long
dabate. Our ancestors fook such a long period because our city construction
traditon had to adapt to the natural configuration of the earth as much as
possible and to fully iz all the menits of city. The location determines the
physical structure and shape of the city, which make the decision for selecting
the locaton very serigus,

It Pukak, it Inwang, Bt Nam and Wit Nak susround aif
sitles of the capital. Among them, Mt Imwang, Wi Pukak, bt Mak and a part of
Mt Nam encircle the city with relatively steep sides while the area between
wast M Inwvang and Mt Nam and between east ML Nak and Mt Nam
ancircles relaively flat This encircling provides level ground inside and outside
ofthe walled ity [tmeans that the walled city compased of threg types of area
with different natural corfiguration of the earth, which are Namsamyun of
Pukak, Puksanyun of Mt Nam and the ined level ground between them.
Amaony them, Namsamiyun of Pukak has the best ervirgnmentwheremajor ity
facilties such as palaces and housing for wealthy peaple are located. On the
ather hand, commaon people’s housing is located i Puksamyun of Mi Nam,

(A2IMED] Algnh ZHACK] EATE
Seouls configurafion of the earth and the ity structure in Chostn
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Also, Chongro streetwas buit going from the east o west at the intersection of
Pukehon {Namsammyun of Pukak} and Namchon {Puksamyun of Mt Nam).
Chongro Street played a rale as a city's Gertral ais for commercial function.
Shaping of city street system was mainly based on the
configuration: of the earth. Locating the gates was limited fo ts surrounding
argas, which was open to both inside and outside of the walled city. Agate s &
canstruction, which links the word between the inside and outside and gates
can be built where there is a ity or streetto be linked and shaping of a city or
street can be done only in the place with possible configuration of the earth. It
limits the locaticn of gates. There ware Toneui Gate Mipst Main Gate) Soewi
Gate West Gate) and Sungrye Gate (South Main Gate) between Mt fnwang
and Mt Nam, Heurginj Gate {East Main Gate} and Kwanghee Gate between
Mt Nak and W1t Nam, Hyehwa Gate {East Gate) bebween ME Fukak and it
Mal anid finally Changeui Gate (Jaha Gatel between Pukak Gate and Inwang
Gate. Many gates were located around the east and west wall and most
streets were finked to these gates, which resued in stresis leading to east and
west directions. Chongro, one of the mostimportant steeds, penetrates the city
fiomthe east to west. The main palace, Kyungbok Palace, wras located under
the main Pukak Mountain and Ghangduk Palace was located under the
second main mowntain Eungbong. To link these palaces to the main strest
Chongro, the noith and south direction streets such as Sejongio and
Tonhwamunro were established. Since Sejongro and Tontwvamunre were
slanted to the west, Namdaemunro was set up from current Chongra
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imteraection to South Main Gate infrantof the city police stafion.

Roads and tanes were shaped in closer relationship with
the corfiguration of the earth ihan streets. Streat system of Seoul resembled
the paths of water. As there is Chongro penetrating the city, there aiso flows
{honggyechun from the west to east in the right south of Chongra. Streams of
Pulchon {Namsamyun of Pukak] fov toward the sauth untl Chenggyechun,
while streams of Namchon (Puksamhun of Nam Mt) dow toward the north
untl Chonggyechun, As all streams meet in Chonggyechun after flowing from
the noith to south or from the south i north, alf streets meet in Chongro ater
coming from the north to south or from the south to north. (Picture # 2} Mostof
wiays that have th same direciion as the streams from the north to solith or
fmmlhe south o north are road fevel and from there lanes branchtothe east or
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west, Streams, which run from & higher attiude to & lower alituds, most reflect
the configuration of the earth Seoul was shaped in combination with the
configuration ofthe earth,

Late Chosur Dynasty: Expanding the city teritory

Late Chostinwas an eraof city, In 18th century, commerce
was developedin full seale hased onthe increased productiviy of agricubure in
174 century. Commercial development was focused on cities and Seoul was
the higgest commercialized city nationwide. All the materials and pecple
gathered in Seaul and the citywas too small 1 cover therm all Far the increased
population, the resident area was expanded to ouside of thewalled ey and the
wholesalz commercial area was esiablished around the dacks of Han Biver or
the entrance 1o Seoul. Yongsan, Seagang, Mapo, Seobinggo and Tumepo
{Sungdonggu Oksudong were areas where all materials gathered from the rest
pf the country through transportation by water and Nuwon (Euijungbu City
Howondang)was the ertrance to Seaulfrom the northeast region, Songpa was
connectad either by water or by land courss as an ertrance to Seoul from
Kwangwondo and the south region through Kwangju and ichaon. Madjikgari and
Kwanchen became tha satelite cities as an entrance fromthe middfe and solth
region thraugh Yongin and Swwon respectively. Centaring in the walled city,
commercial area was sef up in Tansportation strategic poins such as the
southeast area, northeast area and around Han River.
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In early Chosun, commercial actvity in Seaul was strictly
feguiated hy the reigning dynasty. The reigning thnasty set up small bulldings
along the strests and provided the commercial funcgon, which was the start of
Seoul market. Untl mid Chosun, city markets were the major axis in e city
commercial acthitias but as papufation grewthe city markets could not satisfy
allthe needs. This aliowed acceleration of the commercial activity for private
merchants. Private merchants seized the power outside of the city market,
gradually accumulated wealth to become whalesalers and finally graw up o
threaten the ety market merchants. As these private merchants held the
powver around the way to the walled city, which was dominated by the city
marketmerchant, extemal commercial area was gradually shaped.

At the end of 18th century, the population outside the
vralled city grew as large as that of the inside the walled city. In 1789, the
populztion of Mapo and Yangsan was approsimately 15,000, Seagang 6,000,
Tumape 4,500, Secbinggo, Donghingge, Sengpo, Nuwon, Maljukgorf and
Kwanchon 3000 At that ime there were 49 cities with a population of over
5000. The popufation of Mapo and Yongsan was bigger than Taegu and
Seogang was as same level as Kyungju and Andong. It shows how
prosperaus the commercial area was in late Chosun,

In late Chosun, the commercial ares cutside of the walled
chy was not shaped in connection with that of nside of the walled city. It was
formed at the transportation sbrategic points outside of the walled city. As the
commercial area prospered around the entranceto Seoud, especially in the south
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around Han River, the north to south axis was formed from South Main Gate and
Wast Main Gate to Mapo, Yangsan and Seagang. Chipae market had already
grovn up outside of South Main Gate and the city was expanded 1o cutside of
West Main Gate since it was the way to Kaesung. Therefore, new north and
south axds was created connecting the inside of thewalled city, outside of South
Main Gate and the area around Han River such as Mapo, Yongsan end
Seagang. At that time, kwas akeady started to change the cityformat tothenorth
and south axis fasing Han River, which wag accelerated by Japanese ruling
Yongsan and opening up ralroads ke Kyungin Ling and Kiamgbu Line,

In 1900 when the new transportation callet &yungin
rairgad was introduced, the commercial activites outside of the walled city
dechkned drasticall. Since the ransportation for camying the materials changed
1o the radroad, the importance of ransportation strategic points in water way or
land way diminished. However, e roads astabiched in tate Chosun gave a new
meaning when the autmobile became the news way of ransportation from late
1905 and they expanded the road netaork and system. The location of bridgas
ot Han Piver, which links the north to souh, was mostly the location used for
decks and themain roads, were mastythe entrance to Seoul at that tme,

Koeean architect 3903 Q7
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Era of opening of harhors to foreigners - Japanese ruling:
Expanding the city territory and forming the north and south axis

Going through the era of opening harbors to foreigners
and Japangse ruling, Seoul made major changes to the city structure that is
kept through Chosun. After opening the harbor, Japanese setiled down
Pukseosamyun of Mt Nam bekow the south of Chongayechun and Yengsan
wehich i outside of the walled city, Northem area of Chongre {Pukchon) was
the residency for the middle class and high class while southern area
{Marnchon] was for the common people. Japanese setfled down mainly in
Namchon since it was relatively easy to purchase land or pay the rentand in
Yongsan where they stayed for a while o repress Tonghak revoliion in 1834,
Especially Yorgsan area was fulty developed when Han River Railroad Bridge
and Kyungin railroad opened. Japanese military started to stay around
Yongsan and ltaswon. After a Japanese gamisan setled down in Yongampo
area in May 1903, a total of 3000 pyung military facilies were constructed in
front of Yongsan station in February 1304, These faciliies include the
headquanter of regiment, military camyp and others and in 1906 abourt 3 milon
pyung was used for miltary, vhich were from the outsida of South Mam Gate
{currently South Main Gate Police Station) to the ridge of Mt Nam, easter side
of Itaewon, western side of Wookchun and Han River, In 1906 cuerent
Hamgangro was completed for their s and in 1908 when the constniefion of
new military facilities was completed, a new nerth and south axis was
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completed connecting South Main Gate - Hangangro - Han Riverin the outside
ofthewalled city.

These changes hrought the first expansion of the city
temitory {165k - 36,18kl in 1914, This took away the rale of the city walls as a
boundary, which was maittained through Chosun, and created the combined
ity soucture withvthe insids and ouside of the walled city. Youngdeungpo was
nicluded 1o Seoul in the temitory expansion in 1986 36,18k - 133:34x7), which
became the first Seaul terstory in the south of Han River. The introduction of
electrically ran city rains played an impartant rae in expanding the city area.
Hlectic traing routes were mtroduced such asWest ilain Gate - Chongryangn
(1898}, Chongro - South Main Gata {1899}, South Main Gate - Old Yongsan
(1901), West izin Gate - South Main Gate {1901}, 0ld Yongsan - New Yongsan
{19100, ete., which created the east, west, south and north axis and changed he
wialiing oriented city system o the entirelynew one.

They continuously developed connections between the
center and suburbs through teveloping Yongsan area and introducing electric
traing. After Japan occupied Korea, they held the economic power as welt as
political, management and admiréstration, and Japanese canstructed the new
narth and south avds 11912) from already-made Hangangro - Sepul Station -
South Main Gate - Kyungsungbuchung (City Hall) - Hwangtohyun Square
(Kivanghwamun Intersection) as a part of ity reconstrisction plan. This made i
possibie to connect Kyunghbok Palace directly to Han River, created new north
and sotth axis and brought changes usually occurred at the outside of the
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walled city to e inside, This fundamentally shacked the intema street system
maintained for 500 vears through Chosun.

Ahout the intermal structure of the city, Japanese vigorously
davelopad Namchon area where they fved in growps and changed Chungmwo
and Myungdong area into a commercial and economic canter as they hield the
economic power. Namchon and Pukehon used o be separated by the social
class during Chasun erg which transferred to national separation. These changes
reformatied Seodt to Chongro for politi:s, management and adminisration center,
Chunggu to economic and commercial cantar and Yongsan o miliary center,

Curing the Japanese ruling era, the city planning was
executed through city reconstiuction plan (1913} and Chosun City Planning Lavw
{1934), which is the first city planning lew. The biggest changes in the city
reconstiuction plan were brnging the construction of the new north and south
axts from South Main Gate - Kyungsunghuchung - Hwangtalwan Square,
which was already mertioned and the construction of Hwangkeumijung
fourrenty Euliru) street with 21.8m width {1911 on already made Kurigae way.
A land readjustment project was executed based on Chosun City Planning
Law, resufting the developinent of 10 suburbs areas of Seoul, including like
Youngdeungpe, Tonam, Taehyun, etc. from 1937 to 1944, In 1937 when
Japanese ruiing ran into the end, Air Raid Defense Chosun Erforcement was
prociaired, The dispersal of the first building has been completed in May to
Jung 1945 and we gotindependentwhile working on the second plan.
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After the independence: From the south and north of Han River to
metropolis

After independence, the population of Seoul grew
dramatically, It was 300000 in 1945 and exceeded 1 million in 1953, 4
milliortin 1967, & milion in 1972, § million in 1979 and 10 milfion in 1988,
The tertitorywas also expanded and adjusted in 1949 (136kni — 268.35
ki), in 1963 {61304k}, in 1973 {627.06ki) and in 1988 (605.42knf)
extending as far as the south of Han River. it formed the struciure of
south and north of Han River and in 1970s many satellie ciies were
construeted, which made Seoul metropolis. Automobile and subway
macde it possible for Seoulto become a metropolis, During thattime, city
transportation system was completely changed from walking and
glectric frains to automobiles. In 1974 the first line of subway opened,
which launched the subwvay era and tied the capital areas to become a
matropols.

From the independence to 1980s, Keres continuously
faced hardships due to economic difficuliies and the Korean war. After
independence, many people came from foreign countries and North
Korea, which increased the population of Secul dramatically and the
Korean War destroved the city very severely, After making an ammistice,
recovery and reconstruction was focused heavily on damaged city areas,
whose representative one was forming the land boundaries in the 1st

198801 10002 SAZE =IRiCt, of2t B Ak 1949
LA(136kE — 268,3EKki), 1963 H(613.04ki), 19734
(627.0Pkf), 19881(606 42ki}S &R X2 HA|HA
AZERE 2Rz siolet 2tA| EAE| o Dof w2 2
o 2ol v} FyEem 1870l T2 2y
TAIES| #M2z HEAZE =SiE AEe] HUTARE
7EsE B A2 RSAIR XSRS 072} St
Ao e|&3e CAREAATE 2 ASKEAHAZ
olrgin 197452 RSFE1EMe] JHERE & XSHZ2A
7} AR} &3] SIUE fols BUTARR| Ze 2
Faict

:mu 2ol 1960IRIE E2iR Tl

9| saio| ARl SIpte| Al7IgiCk HolE A2lETe| #
o 201 olpeisel A HECE ol BaH R
'IQ Td

AS Zioi] 6 05 S0 R olst TAalElE U
=Qi} FHOIE REZT U MAYS T3 ’SE?PQEH
Hom AYH TNIFE olFoiREm, HHEEE! ot )
SUREAS, 52, I F258%) U HIBUTR()
228 W 2a) ExiralsEieioich T2iut 1953
WE] 19594 Alololl O OHE of AR AZE THE

Y IH740|EI= 21918 20| TAlS] HEN EAZEL) T}
T3t 28 7Rt

center area {Euji 3, Chungmu, Kwanchel, Chongro 5 Mukjung) and the
2nd center area (South Main Gate, Wonhye, Hagngchon, Wangshipri).
This construction between 1953 and 1959 resulted in the destruction of
traditional city structure because of the urgency in city recovery and
reconstruction.

In 19605, one more drastic change started to develop in
the south area of Han River. When Hannam Bridge {at that time the 3rd Han
River bricige) was constructed as the starting point of Kyungbu highway
construction {1966 - 70} Youngdong area was developed at the same time,
whish braught 8 million pyeng new city as a new appearance of Seoul city.
Alsn many apartments started to be constructed from this fime such as
Mapa Apartment (1962 - 64}, Kalhyun Apartment {1964 - 65}, Ewhadong
Aparment {1954, Hwagok and Kasbong Aapartment {1566 - 89) and Han
Rwer Government Official Apariment (1966 - 691. Starting from Mapo
Apartment, apartment construction was used in 1970s as the way to form
the south area of Han River and ather satellite cities. They are Han River
fvansion (1970}, Yoids Example Apartmant {1971), Banpo Apartment {1572 -
74, Chalsan and Kwanghok Apariment {1972 - 73), Chamshil Apartment
{1975 - 77), Youngdang AID Apartment {1974}, Apkujungdong Hyundai
Aparment {1976 - 77 and Tunchon Apartment (1979 - 80J. In 1972, Housing
Construction Promotien Law was enacted to provide the housings
massively and then Housing Land Development Pramotion Law was
enacted to efficiently process the massive housing fand, which resulted the
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large scale of apartment areas in Seoul, which are almost as same as the
indegendent city. They include Kaduk (52 - 88), Kaspo 181 - 88), Makdong
Newy City Area 83 - 88), Sanggye (86 - 90!, Chunggye (36 - 8, even Pundang
andt|fsan.

After 19703, they focused on reconstructing the ceniral
city area where business and commercial functions are concentrated and
built sky rocketing office buildings that we see these days, Also, the
development of the south area of Han River started in 19605 was
accelerated and resulted Chamshil apartment area, sized over 4 million
pyung, as well as Qlympic Sports Complex. Chungryangri, Mizri,
Youngdeungpe, Churho and Youngdong were teveloped as pockets of sub
centers, Puchun, Euijunghu, Sungnam, Ahryang, Parol and Kwangmyting
were established as Seowl's sateliite ciies. Moderaizing the central city,
shaping the city sub-center and constructing the satellite cities changed the
appearance of Seoul, which used to be limited to inside of the walled city
and some parts of outside of West Main Gate and East Main Gatg in Chosun
era. After Seaul underwent a number of structural changes, i converted into
a huge metrapolis compased of the south and north of Han River and many
satellite cities instead of the small city separated by Chunggyechun as
Pukehon and Namchon.

E =) == oc-' =2 =2 T M‘E J-é-—
THES WPHUARS B 2 B+ YE DB 2

E2AUSZ0] BSHOR HA=oion] g0t ARlE 2t

EH7HE T E251E(0] 4000{2H0| HE FAAdo) Dzt
OITECtx|e} FRAEoZ Ui, MR, ojol2), ¢

=i d= g3 52| FAo| @d=Rlon, £33, MR M
H, o, €fE 3Y 80| M22) AETAR 282 2
§j2ict. olFH Tle| SohEiel FA0 HA Ja(3 9)nte)|
lETAlS] A2 ArfjRetel Ao SALeL Moie
51, SHIE & XS] RBL=l2lH 22 AP FRIE AL
of FxE! BB E ZESHM BN SaE Az 8E
2t EC] TEEIE 20| oL} EHE Bale @ Zhen 2
o] HE=1 I 792 B AdEAEE A= HUEAR
BiH s =Igict

b S

B ERT TR b ¥
(TR7IMIL| 2IHME Satelite picture of Seoul

Keican Architect 9299 (051




052 z49900

M2 SAIEMH  investigating the city

" Seoul

M=e| 7i23zk ciot AlRi2] 452 E
Strect Space of Seoul: Various Citizens's Pleasure Spaces

RIS / OB R 2T B
tiy Jae Hae-Syong / Professor, A-Ju University.

W5 CAAE7 9] Kevin Lyrich{19680)=
TAIZ BME Z T2 FAIS HAH HEE F oot
2 = cf39f ol 7iX|e4t HAKSE FE
=|0f ofof Bk BFACE 2 RS2 4/EE(Paths), 212
/2A(Edges), Ao/ Districts), 2EE(Nodes), 7142
{Landmarksiolct Alald 22 0| BoM CIE 2455

e
tlo

Al

.
-

3o

I

Preface

A prominent ity plansr, Kevin Lynch{1960) said after
anatyzing many ciies that a good city shoukd be perceptible at a glance and
meet the systematic Kevinian 5 formative elements as sipulated by Kevin
Lynch in The image of the Ciy, MA: MIT Press, 1980, They are Faths, Eﬂges,
District, Modes and Landmarks. Paths are de facto, a basic and foundadonal
combining factor connecting the ather elements to one another. Donald
Appleyard{1381} emphasized thatall the acthities that happen an a path should
be prowected, safe and be comvenient to use at the same time according 1
Donald Appleyard's Livable Streets, CA: University of Califomia Press, 1981 He
also asserted that paths of residental districts are particularly foundational for
the inhakitants to camy outtheir daily fives. t is iherefore critical that city planers
should take care to ensure that they designed from the beginning 1o safely
protected their inhabitants from vehicles and e clean and convenientto use.

Asmentioned, paths are ane of mast important elements to
a consistart aity They play a cantral role inrecognizing, experiencing and fing in
the city. Also the path is important in linking buldings and other spaces and 1o
faciliate their use. So, structures could nat be meaningful wihout paths. As the
nurmber of vehicles dramatically grow, paths become more functionaf as a
meansto pass-tirough or between areas than ever before, Voices against these
funcional or comidor paths are growing louder and Jouder as time goss on.

Thereis a significant difference between paths in Westem
culiure andKorean culture, InWester culture, the pathihas been recognized as
a center of city wiil in Korean cultire, ithas been recognized as & center of
district or nekhhortood, In Waster: culure, every sngle path has is 'S oan
urigue name or number-and allthe bikdings on the path have a unigue rurber
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withina series that aseends or descends in a consistant fashion based on some
common criteria making it peetiy convenient to find a bwilding. But in Korean, the
addressing system is based on a distict or block-centersd [and numbered
based on when twas constucted] Tofind a bulding you have t know or refer
o a map in advance to find the district then detenmine spatially where the path
and building with that number is focated. This signficance is more than the just
differences in addressing system. This means the function of the path in
Waestern culiure is a5 a ransit o passageway while the path in Korean tulture
hasheen a part of the neighbarhiood. Thatis, the path in Korean cutture putmare
emphasis on the cencept of daily fe than as a passage way, which & does in
Westem cuiture. However, the traditional concept of the path asanintegrat part
of the neighborhood has recerdly been dilted as the nurmber of wehicles has
increases and pedestians are forced tothe namow sidewalks.

As a hacklash to this rend, we have seen the established
streats with no or imited vehicle access. Thess straets which have allowed
activities stich as cultural eventsto flourish have gained a wanm response from
a large number of citizens. There are few streets for foreign wavelers to wall
araund and experience the Korean City. However, in our experience in
traveling abroad, we can think of many famous sightseeing cities that have
pedestrian-gniy shopping malls, which support a great concentration of people.
Most major cities particularly, in Europe, American and Japanese have
pedestrian-only shapping mals, elevating the cities and districts as a tourist
attraction aswvell as enhancing the economy of e city

Ambulation Ervironmenit Index of Seaul provides a wivid
aceountof ambulaton-related problems in Seoul. The 1998 annual repart of City
Policies R&D Centerfor Seoul Metropolitan Government on Basic Ambulaticn
Plam, a5 one of Seou! Agenda 21, which is aimed at making Seoul a city where
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citizens can work tegether to create a pleasant and friendly environment.
According t the research center, most Seoat citzens are unsatisied with the
ambulance ervironment. The report states that 504% of respondents were
unsatisfied and 11.3% somewhat unsatisfied, while only 8.7% answered they
were somewhat satshied and only 014% represented very satisfied. The Index
further supports this pal resul; the ratio of pedestrian roads varses vehicly
tracks account for anty 100% and pedestrians’ accounts for 52.2% among the
Traffic accident death toll It is essential to improve ambulaton environment of
Seout fo snsure amore comfortable, better guality ife, %o atract tourists and to
ensure the security of its cifizen, | have diwded the major strests of Seoul into
Symbalic or Cuftural Streets, as Commercial District Streots or Residential
District Sreets to hase a descriptive analysis,

Symhoic or Cultwal Strest
Se-jong Streat
Se-jong Streetis a Seoul’s representative symbolic street

g MO 2N HER0| 2UF2E UL 2050
50.4% ofFEUZ0| 11.3%00 O|2=H B|5| DIE2

8 ?/6 DHT I.--II_ 04/0" :I‘.IL_II_ L_-|' OI ',I‘:"le}jélal'E
% 54 =512 B A Al

ot A2 Alikse| AdE flsio] BHY 2at oh2t
SEE TAGED o Be BYMFIE A 7|of3a
g FAlsHEHIE 7|0fs Aoz 2ot OS2 MEA
o Foct 7I2E 43 Eo FRHY 2, pedeix el
4, FA7He] AR L1 IS8 BF YRS UEEHA
Jef Aolct.

M tjzHel HE7[20 fE2s MR
oP aNte Ho2 We S|} FHls SetAse| 22
7l HE0| el i Eealdel MEE=l=E0] fixiptt,

HEE ARl 0|22IME URE DENSO| X3

and one of broadest roads in the wonld. There are many ceriral govemment
buiidings and the Se-jong Cuttural Center adjacent to this street. Atthe Gwang-
hwa Gate Intersection there are a number of skyseraper office complexes This
sireet is comparatively wider than now before Sgoul Qlympic Games, at that
fime it was vehicla-scant for the then lows vehicle-halding rate of Secul citizens,
However, it's a common scene now Tor the road to be crowded with cars,
trucks, buses and taxi cabs. Adjacent to Se-jong Street there is a wide
sidewsalk, howeverthere are only a fevy pedestrians excep for the area around
the Se-jong Cuftural Center.

The establishment of wide sidewalks daes not ensure that
the streetscape will hecome a place where people will mast together, spend
their time, this only happens where the characteristics of suroundings
encourage such activities. City planners should take into consideration that
ampie culural and commercial faciities with wide sidawalks coufd attvact
people and help the streat becomes & place where people meet together and
have pleasant time. Sejong Street was onginally designed to symbotize the
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central govemment authority but if's only role now is as a passageway. Even
though there recerdhy have been a number cultural everts on the street diring
which traffic was bannad, it soon became apparent thaf it was impessible to
make a pedestrian-only mall at the cenvier of the city which is an important
junction pointwith such a heavy raffic. There was orce & suggestion tomake a
pedestrian-only maliwith the help of underpassas in 1970s when the raffic was
not such a serious problem as itis now, It is nansenseto make a pedestrian-only
mall and sharathe heavy burden of raffic with underpasses because its not be
imagiable to break ground for underpass for the heavywave of traffic.

Snap2 Dae-Halt Street

Dae-Hak Street became a culiural street since 19705
when the Literatre and Science Department of Seoul National Universtty
transferred and integrated at the Kvwvan-Ak campus. The tradition of the steet
heing closed to cars on Sunday is sill alve. When this takes place, the treat
comes alive with pop-concerts and exbititions bathin the buldings and an the
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sidewals. There are numerous restaurans, cafetera and cafes with sidewvalk
tablas for their patrons, The behind Dae-Hak Street, it is filed and alive with
youthfuingss from mid moming to late at night. Neat and classic buidings flank
the street, their interior decorations as beaufiful as thase of any other western
city do. The Dae-Hak Street area is designated as a city plan district that
regulates the exterior of buidings to blend in and maintain a harmony with red
brick of the Cultural & Art Certer and SaemTer Theaire. But the city plan didnt
take into consideration the younger yeneration’s taste which have recenty
adopted & style that promotes steel frame-sxposed building and various
advertising. City planners” hely to promute a pan-city harmany but are often seah
as restictve o the archiiect or building owner whom want to break with this
style. The guiding principles i ity planning are difficuitio exforce. The restricted
use of colors, shapes and functions in an envirgrment are easy to be-the target
of the objection that the City planners are unfairly resticting individual rights.
Marranrier park, of Dae-Hak Steet is playing a central role
along with SaemTer Theatre and Cultural and Art Center. This area is alive with
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acihviies and pedestrians. A Korean tradidonal stonewvall has recently been erecied
at the entry to Dae-Hak Street from Marronnier park, dampen the recent
construction trend toward western style. This took place with the help and
cooperation of city planners; architects and buildng cianers but some peopls wony
about recent changes i construchon trends that might make the effort frudess,
There have been aseertions thiughawt fime fhat ndiidual good design could lead
o atutaly harmanizec erdronmes t and variefy shoukd be pLesued waithin a total plan,

Ducksu Palace Sidewalle

Ducksu Palace Sidewalk is the most recenty changed path
in Seoul, was quite a quist lonehy path towalk through, The Ducksu Palace skde of
the straet is a stonewall and the opposite sida of the steatis the-Supreme Courtand
the Supreme Public Presecutors Office. Thus making the yiath pedestrian-scat,
especially at night. twas so car-scart tat it was a quiet and desented path for a
pairof lovers towalk Sviough. But tis now fled with cars because many of cars use
this pathas a short eut, to avoid the trafic jam as roads becomesfiledwith cars. As
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a natural consequence, Ducksu Palace Sidevvalk was uncomiurtable path towal
through because of speading vehicles and exhaust fumes and heawytrafiic.

The path along Ducksu Palace has recently become a
goad example of a pedestian-vehicle coedstence road, The existing two-way
Zane road is converted into one-way 1-4ane road and side-garden planted
withtrees along the road for ciizens t take a rest People used totake a walk
and appreciate exhibiions on road and have comfortable time together there.
Theoad s shaped ke a siream or serpentio hinder cars fromspeeding, Kalse
has a nuimber of speed bums throughout and &t the intersections. The
pedesinian-vehicls cosxistence road was firstly introduced in the Metherlands,
It was called Wooneriiwhich means grounds for daiy life} in the early 1970s.
The corcept quickly spread around Eurape and then in the 1980's to Japan
where itwas a Community Boad. In Korea, itwas firstintroduced in a reporton
the concept’s case studies and constructon guiding principles on 1988-Fian
and Design for Pedestian-Vehicla Coexistence Road by the Korea Land
Corporation; Report on Plan and Design for Residential District Roads and
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Better Living Erwironment, the Technical Research Institte: of the Korea Land
Corporation, 1938, After its introduction, this concept was applied to the
reconstruction of IMapo Aparment Buildings Complex and Ducksy Palace
Roadwhere itgainwarm response frorm many of citizens.

The pedesirnian-vehicle coeastence road was originally
suggested as & measure 10 reduce traffic acciderts in residential areas that
threatened the dally ives of their inhabitarits. It soon extended into commercial
areas, school 2ones and roads around parks. There are median-stipped fype
Ducksu Falace Road's and coexistence fype mad's that are not divided into
sidewalks and drivevvays. They are designed 1o farce cars to drive slowly,
restraining vehicles” entry. These types of roads are in high dernand and
common inmarty pans of the country,

Roads of Business and Commercial Districts
Changra
Chaongrais one of the oldest strests in Seoul, and for most
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of that time it has bean famous for s cemmercial activities. As recently as
1970s, almost &ll skyscrapers in Seoui were located on Chongro or wathin it's
neighbaring area, However, these early skyscrapers were only 10 floors in
height. Newadays modern and much larger skyscrapers such as recenily
completed Samsung's bu-ilding continue to be located on Chongro 2 Ga.
Chongroremains a representative streer crowded with people any every single
tay even though i is now plaving a lesser role as the commercial center for
Seoul. The functions of the commercial center, which were concentrated, arg
now more dispersed extending over a widle area. Chongro has a high
toncentration of office and commerciai buildings stretehing from Gwang-hwa
fiate to Chongra 1-Ga fo Chongro 2-Ga. There is also another significant
concentration of back road markets from East Gate to Chongra 3-6a. Chongm
2-Ga hag long heen the commercial center of Sequl where Hwa-Shin and
Shinsin Department Stores were located and coninue to attracted many the
youth. Chongrois alse important as there are two grand gardens located here,
Pagoda Park and Matsoleum Park which g located in front of Mausaleum.

Ducksu Palace Sidewalk —
(Cultural Strest)
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The streetscape of Chongro has changed over time as
the road has been widened to accommodate heawy traffic. The fact that the
Korea's first subway passed through this point attests to its importance.
Narrow driveways were extended and became neater and many sidewalks
were widened and paved with stones as a result of the construction of the
subway. A pedestrian-only path for youny people was constructed in
Guanchal Deng area cannecting Chongro and Chungechyun-ro. This area
now hag many restaurants, iravel agencies and shops as well as public
facilities such as pay phones and benches, which promotes a refaxed
amosphere that atiracts younger generation. Ve calithis a great development
tor Korea. It is fortunate to have such a pedestrian-anly mail on this
represertztive street of Chongre. However itis limited, a5 it can only be used
when the weather permits. If there were a downtows arcads that could be
used in all weather condiion, it would not anly atract foreign tourists tut Seoul
citizens aswell.
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Tagheran Street

Tasheran Street is a wide muli-Hane thoroughfare that
supports a high cancentration of office buikdings, as does the nearly Kangnam
Street The area around Abguiung and Syonreuag (Royal Moslem of Syon) is
similar tothe area around kyong-Dong in Nortern part of Seoul Where as the
area around Tagheran Streetis characteristicalfy similar to the area around
Sogorg Street in the northem part of Seoul. There are an abundance of branch
offices of the financial companies along the Taeheran Street; the most
significant is the BOK's Gangnam branch near Yucksam Subway station. Most
of these office buldings are 205-floars or more, At the Yucksam subwvay station,
the Hyundai Industrial Development and LG buildings are now the final stages of
construction. Taeheran Street is broad constructed with the highest quality
materials, ltwas designed as a broad road when this was nevdistrict The road
becomes alive atthe lunchhour and when office workers are commuiing to and
from work. However, it seems disserted atmight and on holidays. However, the
smaler paths behind Taeheran Street are bustling with padestrians.

ET SINEZ(EsHEel 2 A= E)
Insadong Street{Culural Strest)

E27 Z2RIFSAEA )
Chengro{Streets of Business and Commercial Disiricts}
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Syonreung station is currently experiencing the maost
spvere traffic problems nthis area. There s extensive constiucion undenyvay
at the point two subway lines cross. The temporary buldings and warchouses,
materials and construction equipment have resulted in a number cf lanes being
hiocked. This has caused traffic to botleneck resufting in bumperio-bumpes
traffic jams in this area. | sometmes worry that the Gme fostin this slowdowrin
traffic could be costing biions of wan which are being passed aong to the
individuals using this road. It wouid be more reasonable to take this into
consideration and reduce the daytime construction by extending the
constuction alter midnight in order to minimize citizens’ incanvenisnces and
losses eventhoughthere might be additionat expenditures on the preject

Myong-Dong Street

On everyvisitto Vyong-tong, it always apparent that this
area s & thrivingtown ard whichis a cerier of high-grade commerce. Myong-
dong is easily reached on foot from Namdaemun [Southern Gate) Market and
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ihe many Department Stores, which are located in the area. The area has
marty sye-catching and handy snacks concessions lining the sireef that invite
penple to stop sample the foods and shop or just enjoy the atmosphare even
though theyre nat buying anything. People used to walk from Myong-dong to
Chungmuro to take a rest. have a meal and enjoy a drink at one of the many
music bars located there. Myang-dong has not changed in its function but
becomes more splendid, gorgeous in the buildings” exterior and interior
displays. Even the in back streets of Myong-tiong there are many famous
dasigners’ shops and this area is bright with lights late into e night
Myong-dong has some of the best pedestiian-only ways
ofthe commerciatlistricts in Seoui. The pedestrian-anby path between Myong-
thong and Chungmuro is paved with stones, cleanly touched up to ba aven. The
area bioasts many tees so i could be compared favorably to those of other
countries, Myong-tang Street also extended and minimized the driveway
enhance people’s ambulation comfort with benches to rest on. But the scale
and fagilites of Myong-dong Street also leaves some things to be desired as
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commercial ceitter for a city of over 10 million peaple. Myong-tiong, which is
the hest commercial area in Korea, seems shabby when compared to the
ather cleaner and more comfortable pedestrian-oniy malls located in mary
smaller European and American cities. There should be bolderinvestment and
shop-owner’s helps to make a wider pedestian-only mall in this area so
gveryone could enjoy (he area more fully. It is hailed by citizens seme part of
Myang-dong Street should han cars an Sunday to ensure the place where
people mast together and be pleasant. ltwould be nice i such a ban on cars
were extended to Chungrmuero and was in effect during theweek,

Abgujyong Streat

it is one of the most vibrant and bustling streets in
Kangname-gu, particularty the area around the Galleria Department Store. As a
matter of fact, the back streets south of Ahgupyong Street are more crowded
than Abgujyong Street itself. Theie are various shopsforheverages, clothes, on
bioth sides of the road, which atiract groups of young people. The ambulation
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enviranment and quaity of buildings stood onthe road are not so good but the
road becomes alive with people all eager to consume. The northerr end of
Syonreung Streetis called as Roden Strestwhere the shapping malls cater o
high-end luxurious goods and services such as clothes and accessories,
tlassic restaurants and cafes. This area atiracts many patrons, The streets’
around Abgujyeng Street is a Myong-dong strest of Kangnam-gu. The
tlemands for high priced goods and hoduious senvices were so large that a
commercial district centered on farge Departiment Stores has developed. The
nconvenience for residents of Kangnam-gu to shop in the Myong-dong area
was & key factor to form an independant commercial district in Kangnam-gu.
Many shops for high-quality brand clothes and restaurants recently stood in a
row and their constuction guality kas been improved on Abguiyong-ro where
It connects to Samsung-to. There has been a gradual transfer from a
residentiaf area to commercial one it the Kangnam area, This change has
occurred wiien there was a sharp increase in the national ingame and it
eontributed higher qualty architeeture in this area, Nowadays, even back
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roads coninueto atiract bars and eafas,

taeweon Street

Itaewon Stragt is an intemational towrist area atracting
many intemational and Korean visitors. Enticed by a high concentration of
inexpensive clothes, shoes, bags and souvenirs being sold not only the
numerous shops, but also the sidewalk stalls which line the street making one
feel they are n an open market place. Even though there is no architscturaly
meaningful or sigaificant landmarks the many goods in such an open display
cannot help but catching passershy eye. However, the ambulation
enviranment of this area is very low. The avarage width of usable wallway for
the pedestrian is narfower than 1.5m as the merchants' stalls, and gther on-
road facilities ke telephone poles; signboards use up & signficant propiortion of
the sidewallc Itis remarkable that tis road has become 2 pleasant placa for
Gitizens and tourists in spite of its poor environment. On-going subway
construction aggravates the existing huste and bustle of the steetbut | hope
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the party concemed wil take itinto careful consideration the need to improve
e poor ambulation emirgnment once he construction 15 complered. Many
poople might consider it interesting to bump and jostle with each ather on the
streel, hovvever a more comfortable ambulation environmerit might help to
tiavelop this commercial area into one which is more interesting sightseeing
site for Kerean and foreign tourists. | hape that allweather pedastrian malls
could be constructed in this area.

Streets in Residertial Districts

Paths ir: Banpo Apartment Complex

Asin most apariment cormplex in Seoul, the paths of Banpo
apartment complex are so narow there is harely room for two cars to maneiner
pasteach other. Sidewvalis in this area are quite namrow from §.5m o 20m forcing
people during hisy tmes to walk on the road instead of sidewalk. The sidewalks
are also in poor repair often stapping and tarting with Kt réason encouraging
passerby to use the roadway, Wider sidevwalks, which are easy and safe towalk
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on, are s important as trees, lawns and parking areas in ambulation
erwvironment How about including the sklewalcs wadih as partofthe gross area
that is required to he landscaped before the approval of construction takes
place? Row about installing various facilifes like benches, formative ant and
plarving trees on sidewalles? Anther serious problem, which adversely affects
the ambulation envirormen, is quality of the sidevvalks and the fact that they are
not well constructed. Even heaithy adults fes more comfortabile walking on
roachway. This can cause 2 seraus safety problemifor senior citizens and children
and it the mabilty of the physicay andicapped peaple. The common practice
of jemy-covering sidewalks after construction is extrernely dangerous for bicycle
riders and children. Planners should consider how difficutt itis for them. It's
regrettabie that the currant designs and consinuction practees are based onthe
assumption that the sidevvalks are litle valug and not well constructed, 1t is linde
wonier tvat so people prefer to use the roadway with the dangers that exist
there with the traffic rather than the sidewalks. Gng only has to walk through this
complex to see howr bleak the landscape is, all that can bee seen is side of
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buidings, parking lots and cars ar frees-plarted strips. itwould be more pleasart
if the sidewalks in the area were adomed with formative arts, landscaped
greenery and recreation faciities. In contrast, the paths of fhe Mapo Apartment
Complex are unigte t those of the other complexes. Thare are pedestian-
oriented coexistenca roads inthe center of the complex and a roadway around
the exterior of the complex that allows residents to make a detour to park their
cars in parkdng los. The centtral pedestian-oriented ways ane constiucted with
elegant materals and ubiize vanous landscaping techniquss, which make it
pleasant for the inhabitants o walk about the compiex, | hope this kind of
apariments begomes common aroud Seol

Pats in Detached House Arca,

Itis rare th see an area, whichis onbyfor detached homes.
‘Thisis because somany public housings and apartment complaxes have been
constucted and because many bulldings cormbine both shops and houses,
These use to stand on wide paths of over-10m in widih creating a different
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atmosphere than the house-only districts. Most detached houses are located
o1 paths, which are 6m-wide usualy fanked by one-story buiklings. However,
maost of thase have heen converted to three-story buildings after the
introduction of mult-household structures the late 1980s.

These new slyled multi-household houses were built
mainly irt Ihvon-tong and Jamshi-dong areas. As automobiles becarme more
prevalent, the paths in these areas became crowded with parked cars, making
it uncammon to see chidren playing in these areas as they once did. Most
paremts regard it unsafe to play in the streets, as it has become 100 dangerous
hacause of the parkad cars and traffic. There are stil many activities that take
place on the paths but they're cut imermittently for te passage of cars. The
pavement condition of the street and pavemert has also deteriorated, as there
are many bamps as a result of past excavations.

The paths must repaired and upgraded with better
materials and features to deter speeding if they are to fulfill their original
ambulatorial function and becormne a more pleasant places for the inhabstants,
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These improvements would enable the residents to take full advantage of the
paths in active and safe way.

Concluding Remarics

Aswe seen, the ambulate emvironment is a key factor in
experiencing and anahzing & city and raking it a pleasant and comiortable
place. The City Policy R&D institute of Seoul Metropolitan Government has
recently stadied ways to improve ambulatorial environment. Ten
recommendation have ntroduced in the recently published Basic Ambulatorial
Envirgnment Improvement Plan as one of Seoul Agenda 21, which i aiming at
making Seoul a city where citizens work together to create a pleasant and
frienclly emvironment. There are {1) zebra crossing restoration and expansion
husiness, {2} Mo-parking on sidewalk and its faciities maintenance business as
basic impravement of ambulatorial environment and {1} subway escalator
expansion business (2) ransfer faclities expansion business for buses and
slibways as an improvement measire of ambulatorial environment inked 1o
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Public Transportation. The third is pleasant pedestrian space expansion
business fike {1) streets/districts that ban cars, (2) pedestiian-friendly
imprewerment to the road system, (3 intarsections and squares geometric
structire improvemnent. The fourth is armbulstorial environmentimprovement for
the physically handicapped, which would include (1) no-threshold model
statiorybuiiding, (2) no-sill madel, pedestian path/park and their maintenance.
These kinds of busnasses should help Ssou! become a pleasant city to live in
and to improve living standards and attract mare tourists Cultural Sreets,
Fedestrian-only Malls in the ceniral commercial districts, pleasant paths in
reskiential area and the movement to greener streets wil help to imgrove the
auality of the buildings as well as the ambulatory ervironment. Any building
constructed on a major streat woukl have to undergo aesthetic deliberations.
But it would also be desirable f these building had o undergo ambulatorial
emironmentdeliberation as comprehensive as the aesthetic deliberation, These
daliberations would take into consideration the needs of the physically
hariicapped and serior citizens. This veould ensure that any reconstructon or

AET HEEOHIE(FHX 2 7l)
Paths in Banpe Apariment Complex

maintenance of sidewalks and the surrounding emviranment would meet the
heeds:of both normal and handicapped people. Some areas Fequire more graen
space whereas others need benches to rest on and frvally others require a roof
1 shelter pedestrians' from the elements. The narthem part of Han River, an
Inter-city Rotation Highway was recarity constructed to resofve raffic problem
betwieen tha east and west Secul Should Chongro remain as a pass-hiough
way for trafiic? Onford Sreet in London has wider sidewvalks than the roadvay.
Originally the roadway was much wader and filad with so many cars that it was
difficult for smergency vehiclas 1o pass. London City decided to namrow the
roachwary and witen the sidevvalksto promote commerce inthe area,

The sidewalk noww can be wanstemed into emesgency
lare at any ime. |s Seoulthe type of sity e wantto fve in, with pleasart areas
towalk around, shopin and visit famous tourist attractions sndlandmarks?
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llwondong Detached House Area

Kwancheoldong Streets(Sireats of Commerefal Districts)
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The City of Seoul which has exhausted its fertility

The foliowding tevo items should be set as premises before
discussing the fture, construction, and Seoul all together. First, there should be
no assumption that constructon is the *cell” of the city. Second, &s Pundang
and Ponpai ence clearly showed, a city is a fiving organization which
experiences the oyole of birth, aging, disease-and desth. Fromm this paint of view,
the future aspects of the cel, namely the constructionin Secul, is directly linked
withthe future destination of the city organizatian.

ifwe exploitiand by faming, the fertiity of the land will be
exhausted soon and even trifie storms and flogding will result in natural
disasters. This is exactly the stuation of North Korea, This principle also applies
102 city. There is no future for a citywhose fertiity is exhausted. Through rapid
modemization, the fertiity of our cities, especially Seoul, has heen exhausted.
Wientioning the future of “the cell without the whole”, and future of “Seoul
without feture™ in this situation, is lireraily an Oximoron, as is implied by the
arigin of theward, “Sharphy blunt™,

Let's laak at several examples which indicate that the
fariliy of Seaul is exhausted. First, even though the number of roads in Seoul is
axcessively I compared withthat of ather major clies, the construction ef newd
roads cannot even be conceved due to the asranomical damage, so much 50
that the construction of an underground highway has been proposed. This
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means thatthere remains o space for public use arrymore since the land of the
citys akeady highhyuizad. Ifthe stuation gets more serious thanitis novy, itwil
take onthe features of a serous case of hardening of the fload vessels.

Second, 2 “Heat Island” phenomenon has markedly
increased in recent days during the summer in Seoul. This is due o the fact that
there are oo marfy structures covering the ground to the evtent that the eart can
nat brezth at al, and the heatinside the buldings has been piped outside by air-
condiaring units, Thenwe don'thave to explainthe stuation underibis ground that
hias difficulty in breathing. The stuation under the ground must be more seriaus.

Third, it has been a long tme since water from Paldang
dam could be used as potable water, and even the president, who claims
himsedf or is recognized by others to ha progressive, noted that the potable
water problem could not be solved without the construction of dam on the
Dong river. Seoul is already a "vegetable” city which can not survive without
oltside hielp, so that potable watter is provided from Kangwon-do, and waste is
disposed af in Kyunggi-do, Having completed the explottation of itself, the city is
spreadingtsinfluence tothe outskirts,

Fourth, the Mnistry of Canstruction and Trangportation has
recertly alowed the reconstiction of multi-households housing with 2 undt size
smaller than 20 households, as a courtemmeasure for unemployment through
stimulation of real estabe buginess. A total of about 120,000 households are
expected o be constructed under this measure. Eventhoughthis measure means
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that there remains no site for construction ary more, the real implication s a
concept taken from first-gid reatment thatit doesn't materif we destroy buildings
which can be stil used f employment opportunides can be provided. Sine the
nevy coasrucion adds densitytothe city foundztion, itwil resultin a vicious circle.

Seoul atthe end of this century shows several syrmptoms
of a cancer pafient in the terminal stage. For Seoul, which may die evenfrom a
cald singe its immunity is lowered, rifle misfortunes can sway the fortune of
thecity.

As long asthe frtune ofthe city itselfis unclear, the fuire
of the city is the next prionty problem which we have to ask about it doesn’t
mean that the construction prablem can be solved of itself, once the city
problem is solved. Since we reat the city as we treat cancer in such a way as
to kil the cancer cells and 1o raise the immunity of the heafihy cells, the
tregtmentis onginated fromthe cell unit

What | would ke to emphasize here is that we can not
diagnose and treat the symptoms properly without a structural viewrpoint of
wiy the city's iiving organization has tumed into such a crisis situation, The
construction problem can not he solved with & closed logic approach that
treats the canstruction problem as just & “construction problem” considering it
to beisolated from other city problems.
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Logic of Capitalistic City Development

Wiy did Seoul getto such a serious stage as it is? Canwe
atribute it to the wrong policy? Orisita mare systematic fundamental protkem?
The author thinks that the stuation today could not have been avoided sice we
100k the line that economic modernization had to come through rapid
industrialization. Poltical economic understanding on the mechanism of
capitalistic eity development is necessary to explain this, The faundation of the
existing theory for city development is posithism which approaches e the space
phenomenon, rather than the authentic substance of city. Since they fimit their
focus on the physical phenomencn of the city, they are indifferent to the
structurel essence or the social phenomenon that caused this problem. For
sxample, when looking for the answers based on tese theorias, the cause df
several emvranmental problems mentioned above can be recognized as "rapid
urhanization” and the prescription s "t promote & suitable policy”

ks it better not to mention this? YWhat shoukl be clearly
answered are as folows: who are responsible for this urbanization which has
been promoted, andwho should payfor the recovery of the emvironmentwhich
was damaged due 1 urhanization. The problem of the city of Seoul can notbe
understood with a quanttative anakysis of various statistical figures, and selved
wity the romaniic heralism based on city ecology, hecause the city's prollem
is the expression of a fundamental contradiction of a capitalistic system taking
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the city space as a medium, | can not make a detalled explanation of how o
reviewrthe problem of the city of Seoul in terms of the city's politica! economy,
provided however, hat there is no objection that, whether from the initial
viewpuits that consider the confrontation of the cify and the country as major
conflict relations, or from latter vigwnoints that explain the city contradiction
the latter capitalism which came into flexible accumutation stage, the core of
the city's problem has originaed from the fact that capital monopolzes the city
space struciure without paying te cost

Take an example of the high rise complex building at
Dogaldang that Samsung pushed forward butsuspendsd dueto s own probler.
Sams.ng seemss to have promoted this projectio ohitanthe economy of scale that
can be obtained through complexiy and accurmulation. Bt s an extremely natural
conclusion from simple economical logic. In addition, Samsung would have
realized substanial exta profi Howwever, the awner of the husiness might have

* tried o minimiza the expense incurred it sobing mamy problems aceompanng

this project such: as local and wide-effect traffic volume, the burden of eity
infrastructure inghuding water supply and sewerage senvice, and electicity as wel
as the envitonmental effect on the surmunding buidings, which in tum would be
shitted tothe public sectors. {Ths s called extemal economization)

One might suggest that they could be forced to pay
enouigh expenses byvarious means suchas tax, however, thisisjusta thought
Since they fully utlize the collective consumpiioniroads, neighbioring houses,
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sducation and cutture faciliies, parks and city infrastructure} to enable the
faeilty of this kind possible, while delaying the payment for the expenses, they
could coflect exfra profits.

The fundamental reason farthe exhausted fertlity of the city
mentioned above ofiginatet from the capitalists” endiess desire for development
and effort 1 abtain surplus profit As the ecanomy escapes from the crisis by
exhausting extra aceumulation through the destructive creation of 2 daprassion,
sothe space enviranment explores theway out ofthe crigisthrough theintentional
destruction and construction. However, that termination is a catastrophe
accompanying the exiaustion of lenited space environmentmateriak,

The anfy wayis {0 minimize developmentto the extent that
a imited and imeversible space erwironment can be reproduced, which |
helieve, will propedy restrict the capitaistic development mechanism that
inherently exploits the space environment o an unlimiied extent. Therefore, this
152 systematic problem

What construction should do in order to recover the fertility of
Seoul

Let's start to discuss the fuure of Seout construction,
based on the undarstanding so far. The relationship etween the city and
construction can be discussed kargely with two dimensians. The first one is the



8z 3712 AEE ot

MEL| THSE B[E310( 2IsH 450! sHok &

o] Mxel O[sHE 7RI AMfEIES| Df2iE
sl BXE AL A0 WA= of2t T 7R &R0l =2
2 % QIrk O SR UM HBTHNE SAIZEE FA| AV
o] £h9l ME2A 9] ZiZolate Rfglo]T CFE Sicte EAl)
o2l EHoz9| Z&o|c),

W70 chel7ie T Ao 20| sl A
St RE O[X|t o Sfuisiie] MEe| Pi2kMo| ofsf H

A o 2ZbAlo| BB EICis S0l BB TAR 7450l |

]

O

£ JZH0IR 77|2olch ol S¢iolid 632 M2 T4A|
2H £ B2 S22 AS2UZ2 sl BliRERICID &
T olen, P2 =A% ol MBe| Az S= of2 ol
MBUZ0| Yohit HZelE 5= =il ofESIctn Yt =
ik

HoIA HETH ZHIE CHA Zo5HH 2 =
=2 oiiZe TH0| Ookg tHX|E Hfsta gb7| whzolet
TS AN By A & HBuEe] B7] Bdo] B
£ ZAEE &9 MRE A2 HE2| E7iet Heltol =/

o [El= Ziolcl g, diux| £F, th7| U 3 29 erdk 1

construction of the unit cell as & iving organization of Seoul as mentioned above,
antthe second oneis construction taking a viewpoint romthe city landscape.

Ralations betweaen the city and consiucton is reciprocal
and arganic, eonsitdering the factthat sventhough each unit eonstruction is a part
that is spacified by the desiration of the city, the health of each cell guarantees
that of the whole. Fromthis aspect, the many parts ofthe city's problem at present
can be thought to have orginated from the erratic feature of Seoul's constriction.
Based on the same logic, whether Seoul can recover its heafth in future, depends
on howmuch Seoul's construction can getheakhy and sound,

Reflecting onthe problem diszussed above, the difficultyof a
road supply originates from the fact that conginiction takes much land. The "Heat
Island” effectis also caused by the mcrease intotal construction area, heating and
air-condition, and buildings censtucted with the concrete which has a high latent
heat Inmost cases, the deficiency of water and energy, airandwwater polution are
caused by anti-environment constructions or those that waste resources.
Bxortitant amounts of construetion wastes are generated by the un-recyclable
construction materak and shart ife ¢yolz ofthe constuctonunic

For references, the effect of a bulding onits constructon
15 a8 follows according to & report by EUL

50% of total energy consumption, 40% of total raw
matenials consumption, 30% of total chemical substance destructing ozone
layer, 80% of total ioss of arable land, B0% of total water usage were reported o
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have been generated by construction. In fight of this, the B strongly request a
reduction of energy, protection of water resources to prevent pollution,
obligation of recycle, and constriction on the toxc substance, wastes and noise.

These days, many construction projects in Europe have
been built using the practice of “sustainable architecture”. The important
15sues of these consructions can be summarized as follows:

- Lreation of new residence and working space to cope
with the infarmation era, .

- Creation of pleasant space i tenms of temparatire, &,
sound, electromagnetism, and sight,

- Relations with green fields, wind, sun, water and
constuction.

- Resource Conserving Building : construction buitt with
lightweight technalogy and recyclabls ravw materials

' - New Skin: insulation, shadow, sunshine regulation,

natural ventilation, ransparency

- Building Ecology. ecoiogical plan, material, economy
and ecological life cycle of building

- Expansion & Renovation: Changeable siructure, extemal
wall and equipment

These ideas should be promptly introduced in the
constructan of Seoulwhich has already reached to its state of apparent death.
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Mo ane knows how much natural healing power of Seoul remains. If we don't
actively launch the treatment to recover the fertiity of Seoul before tao late, the
future of Seoul will become like figlds that even the brand-tillers have left
behind. Future eonstruction may be determined by the Seow of the futurg, of
whichthe keywordis nothing butthe construction ofthe present

Future city landscape of Seoul and Construction

Another refation between the city and construction is the
fact that construction hecomes one of a landscape element for that city.
Construction tandscape is related to the way of seemg things. That is, the view
of the wodd. In addion, construclion expresses something through various
shapes and marks in the construction, since construction has a inguistic
property. Thersfore, chise examination of the construction landscape paves
the way for the recogrition of the political, ecoromic, secial and cuftural
shuation as well as the infertion of the archeiect

It may be understoad thet since the cultural phenctnenon
of the landscape can be seen as the uppsr stucture, it passively refiects the
political and economical lower structure of the day. Therefore, those archirects
who take charge of landscapes may be easily absorbed with the: skepties of
defealism who say, * what can we do?” Hawever, we should know that the
space and landsc.ape are nai a passive reflection. | mean we should recognize
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that space and landscape divide or reconsiruct the social course of capitalism
tothe cantrary.

As shown above, the role of consiruction as an ideclogy
has originated from the linguistic features of construction. For example, he
reason why public organizations and banks prefer the neoclassical profile is
that the style is suitable as an exprassion to emphasize thexr authonty and
dignity, and thus that construction is differentiated from other Gonstruction in
terms of space. The company buildings of the conglomerates and high-class
shopping centers anz not acuipped with only simple funcions. They intend to
obtain poliical effect and differentiation by eqeipping themselves with the
image matching that building,

These ideological features of construction are more
emphasized in the Post-Fordist city whose features reflect flexible
accumulaton. The recert constuction trand claarly shows the fact that Seout
ghanged to a Post-Fordist metropolitan, The traditional industry of mass
production increasingly moved to the provinces, and high-tech related
industries and urban type industies{clothes, printng, etc.) are developed in
Seoul, Amid all of this, there was also an increase in constructions for the
finance, service, distibution and information-relatad industries that support the
high-tech production process.

This process means that the spatial inequality hecome
more severe than the Fordist city iv the: past. That is, the space was relatively
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neuiral when the confrontation between capital and labor existed only in the
production field, As all the processes of production-consumption are subjestio
nfuence fromthe ail directions of capital however, the class polarization and
discrimination sumounding the space became more severe.

For example, small grocery stores are destroyed through
competiion with large supenmarkets, and small restaurants give way 10 a food
service mdustry. Smal houses inthe eitytum the space overto urban industries
and move to apartment complexes cutside the city. The specialized district of
Rodeo Road at Apkujong-dong was generated and the access t this is
diferentiztad by the market sccessibiity.

Accardingly, the landscape of the city is alse polarized, as
the landscape and space themselves are products. Fashion shops and cafe
buildings 2t Rodeo road should be high-tech and high-class, since customers
may wisit onty when the status of the store fits their tastes. Even a small hakery
at a vilage can not sunvive without having a defined interior design and French
name. Itis an astonishing change, considering the fact that there was no big
difference between the city landscape of the Jongro and Kuro-dong of 20
Years ago.

in light of this, workers are exploited in double. Follwing
their exploitation from the existing production relatons, they are subordinated
by the: powver of capital even in areas of consumption, leisure and culture, the
labor repraduction process. An even more senous problemisthatthe process
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of consumption can be misunderstood as a voluntary one since itis covered
with cultural aspects.

Unless there are fundamental changes inthe future, these
fettors will be intensified. Culbaral Intro-Propagate phenomenon of capitalistic
relations will have more unhealthy and unsound aspects in Seoul where
culiural consumptionis carried out through personal expenses, compared with
the clies i the westem warld where the city welfare system is provided as a
necessies relatvely speaking,

Vyhat is the rale of construction here? If ik remain as itis
now, construction wilt completely serve the extra profit of the capital side, by
providing newer and refined designs on the capital side. In short, a more high-
tlass architect would take the lead in creating & more differertiated city
landscape and aceelerating the polarizaticn of the space and fandscape, thus
acting as an ideclogy that deepens the sogial inequality. |5 it no use to
personally resist even thaugh itis against a person’s conscience? These kinds
of thaughts seem to drive the architectura into individwalisr with defeatism.

However, is it necessarily so ? If that is impossible
persorally, can we reverse or at least control te capitalistic logic with the
consentanenus discussion of the construction world? In this light, the author
places my hope an the recovery of soundness of construction enticism as wedl
as the conscientious work of each architect. | think only when criticism is
attendant to the social circumstance, going beyond the formal erticism of
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construction, we can prapare the base to gat over the subordination of
constiuctiontothe capital like these days.

Once again, construction is the outcome of the city and &
reflection of society. When that is nothing but a passive reflection, however,
that is not construction but a physical bulkding, and the person who made itis
not an architect but 8 construction designer. A great construction has
something that hraaks through the regulations of the times, as all the great arts
do. That is the “spirit of the times” that cridcizes the contradiction of the
generation and heralds the horizon of new tines to be opened.

If there is an architect who is capable of realizing the
“spirit of the imes™ and sound criticism that will read this at present when the
nevy illennium is just around the comer, the constiction futre of the oity of
Seoll vl exiet if not, the construction of the future of Seoul is sn Oximoron.
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