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Kwangju Advanced Institute of Science & Technology

NS/ (FIEHUUBAMNEL HECNEA
Designed by Kim Kee-Woong

EHE

£ AP AFAYA B 2EF, BT s
FHctopE Aictx] 2=
LHA|HE 339,784 .06nt
H&EHT 23,093 46078
HHE 74,893 870
AHE 5.80% 2HE 1885%
= YREEMIHE - X E, X M6E
PHEBEE - ASHE, AAeE
BT, MunsE - 2, xjusE
AAMTEE - X|SNE, X H25
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220k &8 - (.58 HEYE (BT (|+535 YE
Bt SH30 M =227]
S - =120 #2232 E a2le of
Heg=, FHHHEET FHB0H
HMAK]Z R
MARE OIEd, B4 HiE Led 24 &
BA, A4l gEE, 2l
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2 K

Lecaion Kwangju Advanced Science District Block na.1,
Oryung-dong, Buk-ku and Ssangam-dong, Kwangsan-ku,
Kwangju

SieArea 339,78406n{

Building Area 23090467 .

Total RoorArea 7439387 ni

Building Coverage Ratio 6.80% Gross FloorBato 18.86%

Stories Information Communication Technology Center - 5 Stories,
1Basement Foor
Electronic Engineening Certer - b Staties, T Basement Hoor

Canter for Emironmental Engineering & Biotechnology - 5
Stoties, 1 BasementFoor

NeveMaterials ResearchCerter- 10Sioties, 1 Basement Foor
Education&ResearchSupport Center-2Stoties, 1 Basement
Foor

Administration Hall- 35toties, 1 BasementFloor

Student Hall,Cafeteria - 3 Stoties, 1 Basement Floor

Stuctwre  Reinforced Concrete, Steel StructurelGymnasium)

Design Lee Jong-git, Hong Sung-uk, Chung Jae-hoon, Kim
Yoon-sang, Kang Sung-gu, Yoon Yong-kwwan, Kwoa So-ra,
Park Dong-jin, Park Hyungin
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“Never once was the content sought Only the

swiface of things are touched and felt”
from Song Ki-wen's The Joumey lawards{1999)

Introduction

I the: closing of an intenviewr with professor Kim Bong-
ryul on Kwangru Advanced Institute of Technology & Sclence, architect Kim
Kee-woang, asked of his flture plans or hisidea on the architect of the future,
unexpectedly mentoned the attitude of 'emptying one’s heart, and fallowing a
lengthy explanation, offered him & book, from which the above passage was
excerpied. It was surprising that architect Kim, after forty years in the
architectural profession, should remark upon such a humile perspective. No
further inquines were made on the subject, butsomehawws could sympathize
with what the architect meant

In & way, architecture is a web of textile interwoven with
our varigus obsassions. The passessive will of the client is followed by the
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otsessive geist of the designer, butwhat should resily matter is the capacity of
the product - the bulding - to house the diverse acthvities that wal take place,
antl the transition of the action's meanings inte extemal forms. In this respect,
W can close in on, even be given refreshed paint of-view from, the ambiguous
remark of the architect

The Original Masterplan

Passing the tollgate infto Kwangju, ong comes 1o a town
with the strange name of Blara,’ from which a ten-minute-ride leads fo the
industrial district for acvanced technology. The region was canceived and bt
by the former govemment to promote research activities on science and
technology, a field not so characteristic to the region then. In this district is
placedthe new Kwangiu Advances Institite of Science & Technalogy.

As the way most other over-ambitious govemmental
projects end up, the district also found itself soon cut off from government
Tunding, which naturally resulted in the cancellation on the eonstruction of
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various instutes, Otier institutes and companies, sill wiling to move b the
distriet, were alsa discouraged by the unbelievably high land value, whichis in
facta curious point since the region is filed with telephone poles - A research
area for advanced technology with tatephone poles? They are nowadays
hardly visible everi in regular residential districts. The region has then been
gradually accupied with apartment buildings and amusement quarters.
Vestiges of what once had been called 'advanced technology' are seldom, if
gver, noticeable.

The Kwangju Insttuts of Technalogy was no exception -
Plans to develap hoth undergraduate and graduate courses, in 8 campus of
grand scala that meets the spatial requirements, were suggested in the original
design compefition. But during the actual execution of the project, fundings
were reduced, construction fees decreased, and land purchases afso fell short
of the onginal plan. They had no cther choice but t fose the undergraduate
courses and reanange the nstitute as agraduate schodl.

The pimarily proposet masterplan was on a site with a
ratics of 1:2 betweenits length of shorter and longer sides, whichincluded some
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moundings. The new site, now about half the size of the original with a square
shape, is a rather flat area, since the civil engineering division unfortunately
exerted what skills they had o evening the ground. The use of the land wl
become more praductive in a most functionalist point-ofview, especially in its
lavout of the path's grid structure, but before suchrationalized rsaction we are
struck with the thoughtessness of sa roughly handled execiions. This soit of
tabula rasavll only provide an ideal site to the moadem purists.

The stiking featur of the ariginal masterplan - e layout
of its inner paths in refation to the adiacent reats andits overall partidon into wo
zanes - all had clear intenfions behind them. The rotation of the inner grid by 45
degrees from that of the neighborhoad regions was a natural resuit o achieve a
maximurm length of path, to which various future expansions could be added. )t
woukd also help to make the buldings closer tothe preferved orientationtowards
the sauth.

The division of the area into two was to establish the
distinction of the academic and the residential, between which an amenity
area functions as a hufferzone. Sacial spines, dismibuted in small scales across
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thewhole Instiiute, promotes the commanity value of the region,

The layout within each district seems to have stemmed
from an analegy to anthropomerphic shapes. In case of the education and
research area, the library, a starage of infoimation, sits where it should be the
head of & human. A double spinal chord extencls down from it whose centeris
occupied by the supporting facilites - management office and imemational
canference hall, To their sides are added the hands and legs, or the ressarch
and leciure certers.

Another ardar is applied in this sTucture. it is ane often
employed inmanumental institutes, that is controlled iy the main and sub axes.
The main axis is unmistakably the academic spine, whereas the sub axs is
realizett as the green stripthatiuns across the body of the Institute. The uneasy
placing of the main entrance according to the anthropomorphic reading, which
aing at a very private part of the human body, can be revised by this
comprehensian of the masterplan as a combination of twe pringiples. This
pattamis also appiicable to the residental area,
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The Realized Works

The now completed part of the Institute is where the
education and research faciliies were located in tha original masterlan, As it
was no longer possible 1 gain additional sita for the residential arga, the
dommitory, gymnasium and student's hall were placed to the left of the
academic region.

As mentioned above, the original scheme was to add
ressarch centers t the double axes of the site, but the actual layout of these
buildings were mostly independant, with a siight indication: of axis by the main
road. What was interesting, however, was the placing of the tower buikling
which defies the perpendiculay compased pattern of the road, which was a
negation of the very negation that he placed in the first place. It was an
indicationwhichindeed ‘defied’ any simple explanation,

The Main Entrance: As themain axis from the approaching
road info the Institute is obliquely placed, & tiangular space is created on &5
enrance that provides a visual commocdity. But the search for he destination -
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the main hall - was not so sasy, and the aid of the secwity guard was nevitable.
After some speculatian, | realized thatthe search was difficult because of a group
of pine traes that were planted along the main axis, some 5 yards behind the
main gate. Looking at the layout drawings or photographs taken from a bird's-
eye-view, one can hardlymiss the mair: hall, emphasized from its surmoundings by
the rownda and the round colonnades, butonce you approach it on the ground,
the vista is ohscured by the pine trees and some brick buildings that canngt be
diferentiated from the other. Landscape planning had to be considered in the
masterplanofthe instie, fromthe perspective of an actual visitor.

The Ponds: I my memory setves me right, there are
several ponds in the Institute - twa 1o the sides of the main entrance, ohe in
front of the main hall, and another at near the dormitory. The ones at te main
entrance were passed withaut recogniion, the cne atthe dom | didn'thave a
chance to come across, but the pond in the courtyard of the main hall,
reflacting the overall inage of the building when seen from a proper poirt, was
worththe vist

The symbolical meaning of this pond justifies its presence,
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hut the ones at the main gate wers hetter to be placed along the green strip,
connected 1o the student’s hall. Yet, the idea to have these replications of
nature will surely prove to be greatly beneficial to the researchers of the
Insttute, most of whose working candidon is corfined to clsed laboratories.

The Student's Hall: The hal, as the Institute is yet only for
graduate courses, is mainly used as cafeteria and restareas, At the time of my
visit it got around Junch me and | went to e guesthouse at the rear of the
siudent’s hall. It was abott a five-minute walk but | dearty missed some sun-
blocking sharles. It is encouraging that a natural environmetis provided for the
researchers, but a thoughtful addition of landscape elements, thase from the
green strip, would have presented a much more pleasant experience of
promenade.

The Demmitories: The layout of the dormiteries follow the
orginal pattem of the aceepted masterpian - ane which promotes additonal
buildings along the spinal hallway. The bnear hall of the first floor serves the
double function of a comidor and resting area, while the space of the latter
peneirates the corridar of the second fleor and creates a sense of



AUA2} svIE e 2o BEL| o|sHR7t A7 ol ot

RFATSHROF D oix Y RS gikEnt she W

A gizle] SEE2 el 2RER &

SH. A2 FAoiM2 252 FHE, FAL d2IN S7

oflAe BEMEME cl=n, o=ET =Xk d&o| ct
OiRIZIR |2 HHA0AME BEE BRYE = e 2 28
12+2 At WA2 ri2 ook,

Foisl7 | 2] el olaESakete| vl
£ CiA 29 ok @Rfelnd, HZ(Sanitized)Sicl. nF¢T
ZIo R vl 8l Holl| M2 A2l gerz o]
£ E3ACH 0|3E

ehIME RIEE D IES

i
=3

R| ARt HTRHS A
*A HEE Hel=(f 2Ucth gt e
o[t ofe{Et olo|clols HHE
= ¢ ck 0l RAIE Zi2te] X|9xIR2 FEshE 0jol]
T MEDICH AHAS FA|9| Z4E002} =OIH CIE
Ao wix|PHE S Wbl = 5 x| piRket Biet

O] TollM &2 F0i2| FelAx] ZRlZ[2] vl

A7HEE B E & F UCh FOIE 7ISAle) Zald, o
pTE SEt eiAIE HolT 20, Akt Sdalake of

*|2| ZEo| Xi2jgic) o[ HLE Hal9) YA il EXY

[==1
ol gralz FHoh A2 A 37} HE L LKA oL BE

voidness{The protection agaist the noise from this space is left unsolved)
There is a great number of bicycles parked outside the dormitoey, which is an
apparent proof of the distances betvween the facifties. As with the student's
hall, one wonders whether there was an aitemative choice to place the
domitory closer 1o the education and research area.

Conclusion

Cortrary to what the texthooks of architectural planning
teach, human activites cannot be classfied into fields such as sleeping, eating,
resting, etc. Even if we view it as such, the divisions are again subject to
regrouping along the distinctions between tradiional and western housings,
which itself is no longer an objective criterion. The activiies teking place in a
campus aise oppose sharp categorizations - The architectural method of
securing individual spacesis another.

The primanily proposed masterplan of Kwangju Advanced
Instituie of Technology & Science are at once clear and saritized, The oblique
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WIxjElel 40| CHE BEEE TS 4 At AWse Eof
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o, 28l =AM =2 YESLE

o EHY 27000 Yrle AW 2 2eR 7|oiSich

relation beteveen the research area and the residential district prevents any
undesired crossings, et a connecling road leaves open a possibility of
mterrelation. Such idea survives the process of reduction caused by financial
shor@ages, and can be camprehended Oy its smiarity t the conceptof the city
as & syrthesis of spkt entiias. The analogy of the campus as a scaled-down
city, howvever, could have openad up forideas much more ianovative,

In this respect, Charles Moare's plan for the Kresge
College can be an exemplary case. He proposed a scheme which mtegrates
the domnitony, lecture halls and research laboratares, and at its edge placed
the cafeteria and the student hall This chaotic layol, quite contrary to the
sanitized plans of most other colleges, is perhaps a result of Moore's profound
understanding of the activities which take place within. The Institute of
Kwangju, the object of this essay, stil has enough spaces and possitiiites, and
above all the basic resources, to develop into a more vigorous place of
research and education,
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World Financial Center,
Shanghai by K.P.F.

Jin Mao Tower,
Shanghal by S.0.M.
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Sears Tower,
Chicago by S.O.M.
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Visiting Regional Architecture / Seoul
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Seoul is the capital of our country; the heart and face that has cherished & tradifion and history for ever 800
years. ltis regrettable therefore that i has lost its cultural aura as an ancient city and changed into a city featureless and wathout
chamn as it has passed through its rapic periad of development over the last 30 vears. Itis even mare regrettable when we reflacton
thefactthatthe 213t century may demand anidentity and 2 character from Seout more than ever before.

Seoul is anunprecedented city in this world in terms of its precipitously rapid change. Pukak, Inwang, Naksan
and Mamsan which surround the dovntown area of Seoul stil hold on to aspects of the past. However, it is hard to find these
features of the past inside the city but so easyto find the madem features. Seoul has alsn aceamplished enommous physical growth
to the extent that  is hard to detarmine its boundaries. Accordingly, Seoul is recognized as a strange eity in which bright and
prosperous facets comdstwith dark and unreasonable aspects.

This is the ime when plans and countermeasures to develop and preserve the capital to realize 2 totally
different enviranment from the Seoul of today are paignantly needed. We shauld put &l nur effort and wisdom ito nourishing Seoul
as a city where its 00 year history so evidently comasts in harmony with its functionality so that we might feel fle: cherishing its
humanistic enwironmert Inthis special story, we hava puttogether articles from many professionals in order to have an apporiunity
to reviewthe past and the present, and to check altematives for the future, under the common heading of Seoul.

- Editing Director $on-$ae Kwan (Professor, Joongang Unm) -
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The Old Streets of Pukchon(The North Viltage)

and Urban Hanol({Traditional Korean Housing)

B0IE / MEARIOEID ZHECA|ZHST ue

by Song ln-Ho / Professar, Seoul City Univ,
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The palace and the urban hanok

When we see the antique maps of Seoul we come to
realize the fact that Seoul is a heautiful city. These okf maps which fook lke 2
landscape painting and even a concepiual deawing, express the composition
and beauty of Seoul. The four mountains surounding Seaul and the walls of the
gastle that connect these mountains, form the houndaries. The veater flowing
from the valleys makes up a stream heading east. Insida the castie wals, palaces
and roads can be seen, Large and small palaces and tombs, aiong with the Sajk
and Jongrya, are painted surounding Kyunbek Palace and Changduk Palace.
The road coming up fram Namdaemoon and Jangro forms a T, and the road
staring from Jongro heading towards Kyunghiok Palace and Changdud: Palace
shapes up the skeleton of the urban sireets. These streets are presented inthree
straight ines. Somewhat ireqular roads cross these streets parallel to the water
stream. The structwe of old Seoul is read along with nature. Hwas arganized by

FHEZ(HEERE,
1840433,

2= HE,
&X:olzhgnd,
N2 W R

Susun-Junde,
Kim Jungho, N
around 1840 |

layering palaces and streetsupon the respectad order and form of nature.

As a part of the Urban Modemization in the late sixties, the
stream{Chunggae-chun was covered up and the nature projected in Seoul
rapidly drifted away. In the eightes, the smali blocks and streets hecame
oceupied by high rise bulldings, thus changing the sky ines and covering the
mountaing. The only remaining hanok reservation zone opened up in 1991, and
multi-family housing buildings were vigarously built. It became harder to
remember what the old Seoul had Isoked like. Few palaces, chopped up old
roads, and the urhan hanok area bulk in the thirties are all that is left We wall
examing these remainders of Pukchanin this article.

Denhwamoon-ro

The street connecting Jongro and Dontwvamoon has had
much importance since the early Chasun Dynasty. As most of the kings ived in

e

B 2of T U s
S22y ofoheE = s R el o o R
King's marzhing parade on Donhwamaoon-ro

Traces of a two story high hanok in
Donhwarmoono

EBZR29 ZAEH(1926H XEE) Urban structure of Denhwamoon-re
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Changduk Palace throughourt Chostin Dynasty, this street has much more
symbolicmeanings than Hwangtohyun, the sireetin front of Kyunghok Palace.
Doniwvamoon-fa possesses much of the characteristics of the past. The
orfgginal width has net changed and Dondwvamoon sfil stands atthe end of the
road, natifing the roads historical meanings.

Donhwamoon-ro must be comprehended with the
urban system surrounding it Ifwe look at its system, there lies 8 narow and
swraight street parallel to 1t To the inside a bent street passes by, and inthe
most inner part Jongmyn's wall can be seen. The first strest in
Donhwamoon-ro is 2 street that has the same funcgon as Pima-gil which
lies behind Jong-ro. The second is a waterway coming from Chanduk
Palace. The third is the street made along Jonmyo's wallithis road is called
Sunla-gill. The symbalic street to the palacelDonhwamoon-ro), the inside
street{Pima-gil}, the waterway, and Sunda-gil ail lies in the north-south
direction. These facts are good evidences fram which we can identify the
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type of streets in old Seoul.

Let'slook atthe indridual hanoks in each layer. The hianoks
shiwihe urban system's formwhich is possessed in each laver. The firstlayern
between Donfwvamoon-ro and Pima-gil is mastly formed with two story high
hanoks with commercial funetions. When looked from the outside, ihe stuctre
and form is hardly visble because of the sign boards. Butwhen observed froma
higher building near by, the Taditional tled roofing can be seen and the original

‘' shaped and “L" shaped plan could be sunmised. The second fayer in
between Fima-gil and the watenway has a width of one ortwo hanoks, The third
layer is farky idde where an urban hanok combined with three hanaks can he
found, This type of housings has appeared in the course of modemization.

Dontwramoon-ro and it’s surroundings are the areas
wihere the urban system of old Senul is fairty well preserved. The relagonship
with tha streats can be understond and the urban hanoks remeains in the area.
Al the same time ignaorant and violent changes can be discovered. The plaza in
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Hanok in Waryang-dong 45 bunji.
Pimagil and the waterway
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front of Jongmye, new roads damaging the original system, and hanoks
randomly cut off are evidence of deformed ofd Seoul.

Kahwe-dong

The Kahwe-dong street namally passes by the front of
Uninun Palace and the east of Tapgal Park and leads 10 Jangro. & oniginally
had a strong flow in the north-south direction but now the perpinducular
Yulgok-roris much stronger.

The original characteristics of Kahwe-dong has mostly
vanished. It seems impossible fo predict that this place was a traditional
housing srea. The construction of Hyundal building and the court started to
destroy the area, and the cancellation of Kahwve-dong as a hanok resenvation
area encouraged destnection. Even atthis moment a construction widening the
streets of Kalwe-dong is gomg on.
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Only the housings in Kahwe 17 bungt and 31,33 bunji
remain as hancks. These houses were buill vigorously by housing companies
starting from the late 1920 They started to buy in the undevelaped lands and
buitt highly dense housing areas with small to medium sized hanoks. These

E!E' EAIE.E (EQE 12—2@33) Connected urban hanok

21EE s

i
=FeR(BEEH)
Sunla-gil Alleys of Kahwe-dong




e do| SAEioR® NS JRAkEt| 222 M|
HEILL £ SREE Wt £k TuIsteiM T 2o gt §t
SES 7IEHSE BRH2(D, @R YRals idz
A0 Eola| 2 REo2 ol A29] tgio] Zoi- i)

2= S (FEER)

o MEAITE EH FEI3 HEHZ Alolof
% Eo00 E2o| BUSo2 52710 s HE B 5 ln),
I =2Zdsn L] B2 oldeind Z250] Lglct o] 222
2 SAPIE oofsiedl, 25 w2t AdE, 7iElE, AIS, ¢
MEO| 22t s BA 2 J|ao XR{E ek

7iEE 22 Wel FET o HEEH 5
2 At Z20f 0|07l Folct, BRE 4xRd Ze E_T‘LEO‘”
olslf 2E2AX2 s RS sE0| ZHIE Ziolict
7t=lEe| A 2gE ojx 72| HolE F Bich MSESEN
£ XU, 715 5SAF20l| 0|28{E of20] HEX! £
Azicks 242 aleisly | olgct EnSsr| - A2

ZISVIFHA2] #EEE
EAEE
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o 3 « | inthe housing area of
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were reformed hanoks where new materals such as glass and sheet-zing

wergused and the plans were simplfied,
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The urban hanok area in Katwye 31,23 bunii is formed
towards the south and, in Kahwe 11 bunji, towards the west. n hoth areas the
houses are gathered along the alleys in the nortr-south direction which are in
conmecion with the housing system of pre-existing hanoks, Most of the plans
of the hanoks in the area are ‘=’ shaped apen ta the south or east. Open

‘D’ shaped hanokswhere “1" shapedand ‘" shaped hanaks are placed
together, with a slight opening on the edges, can also be seen. The north-south
direction alley andthe =" shaped hanok were constructed simutanecusy,
theygoasa pair.

By this way the urban hanok is open 1o light and at the
samg time &5 ahle to possess a ma-dang closed to the street The alleys of this
arealies slanted towardls the south arwest fomed by steep stairs.

We can experience the sectional changes of the strests
and view the dowrtown area and Nam-san, when waiking along the stairs.
The topography reflected on the rad system makes this experience possible.
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PAxonometric drawing of
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Axonometric
drawing of Naesoo
dong 70 bunji

Naesoo-dong

Though it is hard to imagine what it originally looked ke,
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the street conngcting the entrance of Sajk-dan and Sagjong-rowas one of the
most important steets in old Seoul, To the south of this road is Nagsoo-dong
where traces ofurhan system ofthe late Chosun Dynasty tothe 1930 remain.

The urban housing area of Naesoo-tong is one fayer
inside of the main street As in Kahwe-dong this area was developed into a
hanok area by housing companies in the 1930s. It lies in a steep hill on the
west-north side touching the northern boundaries of Kyunghee Palace.
Naesoo-dong is the area where the ol streets are most well preserved,
allowing us to study diverse styles of old strasts. A road about six meters wids
where hancks are facing each other, a 50 namow street that tvwo person can
hardhywalk by, a namow road where one side is a tall wall, stainvays. Althese
area partofthe diverse styles of old sreets.

These roads define its outling with different materials.
Roughly stacked up foundations, The actts roof with sheet-zing shades, the
dark shadows below, the roughness of the walls, bricks and tles, the chimney.
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The tangthility by these materials is an unigue feature that hanok housings
have. In the urban hanok area of Naeseo-dong the outline and propartion,
materials and their properties are preserved.

But this area is specified as an urban redevalopment
zane, andd next vear all the hanoks are scheduled to be tom down and buldings
about ten stories high are planned 1o take its place instead. Several years ago
the residents have already moved out, and many empty houses arejust waiting
1o be redeveloped.

Insa-tong

W think of insa-tong as Seouls most iraditional street As
& street that has kept our culture and antiquity very well. But if we actualiy go
thereitis frard to say so. The hanoks that has remaineg from Chosun Bynasty has
bean tetally removed to Mamsan-gol hanok vilage, a twenty story high building

LisE70gx e 25
Alleys of Naesoo-dong 70 bunji
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hancks and high rise buildings n Insa-dong
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stands in the placewhere Taehwa-gwan used to be, three to four story bulkdings
lie on the straet from Anguk-dong rotary to Pagoda Park, and there are sl
budings of unknown natonaliies being constructed. Especially the sreet from
Unbun Palace t Insa-dong has definitely uinad the urhan system. Streets that
go in the east-west direction are, as i Kahwe-dong and Donhwvameor-ro, the
mait criminals that destroy the old Seouf's system. The hanoks in the inside
became cut off or replaced with new buldings asit became exposed tothe main
street. It s very thanidul that urban hanoks remain in the inner alleys ard make it
possibleto presumewhat Insa-dong was ke inthe past

Even the situation is so, why is the urban space, Insa-

dong, so valuable to us? 1t is because we can sense the atmosphare of old
Seoul even though the physical urban stuctures, buifdings and streets have
been destroyed. These urban hanoks transformed into businesses samewhat
related to tradijon, such as, gallenies, antique shops, mount shaps, tea shaps,
and traditional restaurants. It may be superficial but these shops help preserve

LiTS70HAS| #S  Alleys of Nassoodong 70 bunji -

Knrsan Architect 9008 077




078 #zt0008

718 wAlsi2 47| wizolct
J2|31 EUXIEH ol HIF LT eS| Z2
ol 258 M7 =jo] Hesirt, B dk&ERE H
EfIZoz Sglsjor girks Zi0] OfL2t, AT E22|No2
Z o2 & e CIXIRIE REalior ot 1712 Haijore
7tEate) ey S4e A2t ZZolnl ofFlEl= EA
| ¢ o 2 wHpBEY, 7=
o H=YE oM 7I2Stn ke RA MUE REd
e M X et Zosic). JeeM Bo) ZREoR My
. JEl ZEH2 247 )(Aura)s 22 F Us AE2

=3
2 Tl 2 ATE 22dfio & Zolol,

!t B XI5, 7kt o EX

EA| ZEESTE

SHUel ] Xedg AmERICt ESiEE|
ME HE digEe| FESE Falg + AL, 7kEsliMe
AREL x| Sloff BH0iT AE0) X[Hol| 21sto] o{EH B2

ANSL=T B & = 2USICE e EoME 22| #HE 01F S

the atmasphere of the street.

Though it may seem a bit late, we should putour efforts on
the regeneration of Insa-dong’s physical appearance from now. This does not
mean that we should build another Minsok-chan, but induce designs that
accord tothe past physically. Scale and matsrial property are characters of form
that we shauld abide by and promote, Starting from now, we should mairitain
the streat's witth a3 it is now, prevent the lots from being unified, and make an
institutional background that encovrages the upkeep and regeneration of the
street’s scene and space. At the same time, it should be able to evolve ito a
climrallymature place where tradiional aura floats inthe air.

Urban street space

We have examinad four areas within the walls of the
gastle. In Donhwamoon we studied the type of streets in cld Seoul, Kahwe-
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dong showed s how streats hing on a steep site acquire strength, the
matenials that form the streets are emphiasized in Naesoa-dong, and Insa-dong
showsed the Tivety aura of tha street Each street s an urban space that awakes
the sigrificance of old streetswhich has been gradualy fading.

Urban streetspace isthe boundanywhere architecture and
uibanism meets, and at the boundaries, lies the relationship. Remaining urban
hanaks are clues to the corfiguration of ld Seoul. They are the urban suctures
madeinthe 1930's, & period of suggle for modemization. Ax that time there were
ericism that these urban hanoks were ruining the beawiiiul appearance of Seoul

Butif we ook now, the change at leastlisd an aknear ine with old Seoul. lwas a
period of adjistment to urban modemization without lnss of our fradiion. Urban
hanck and its housing area were the modem urban housing type made in this
progress. Since the 1960s old Seoul is being destroyed rapidly. What kind of
urban architeciural form or urban street space have we made during this ime? is
this period onky going to ba remembered for destruction and damage?
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Kangnam of Seoul: New City Structure and Architecture:
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by Ryu Joong-Seok / Professer, Joongang Univ.
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History of Kangnam Development

Almost all the capitals of the workd without exception have
latge rivers, like the Thames of London and the Seine of Paris. Howvever, 1 is very
rare that te two regions of he city formed by the river's dvision showw such stiking
difference in terms of structre and nature as these farmed by the Han rver of
Seoul. Aceardngly, it seems proper ta exarnine the cause that brought about this
difference, before menionirg the new city structiee and architecture of Kangnam.

Kangnam was developed after the 1970s, which
comesponded to Kerea's period of rapid growdh. In some sense, this region nat
anly played & pivotal role that enabled our rapid growdh, bt aiso was home to
some of the obnodous practices that accempanied that rapid growdh. Kangnam,
which represents the growth legand of our colntry, was created as part of the
Southem Seoul Development plan 'ad by Park, Hyung Skinthe early 1960's When
this private-led plan was falled, the city of Seoul termporarily constructad the third
Hangany Britkge in 1966 and openad the SeaUlSuwan section of the Kyungbu
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Bxpresswayin 1968, preparing the infrastiucture for Kangnam's development and
leading o fulbown development. The starting poirt ws the Youngdong disoict
amangement praject faunchied in the early 19705, The roject was a remendous
one which planned 1o devela the area of Kangnam, coverng about 9 milion
pyung}pyung=3.30687), miare than ten times larger then the area of Youido, and
was a historical project attempting to convert this ragion, Rlked wth rice fiekls and
tiny fields, into a newly smerging busingss dovwntown, This project also led to the
real estate spaculation on so called Maljuk Streetinear Yangjae Station), famous
as stopover point along the path from Namtagryung to Kwachon, among the
gateways to Seoul. In late 1970, reclamation work in Jamshil district was
conducted to create a new development area of 750,000 pyung, and the
tevelopment of the east part of Kangnamwvas fully launched, Songpa dstrict was
developed as the Kwangju Large Complex CreationWork(Songream of present} s
move poory-maintaingd house afte war, and this played a leading role in the
devefopment of Jamshd, Jamshil nev town, for which the develapment plan hiad
been established in 19/4, was designed to accommodate a population of 250000
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inlotsof 1100 ha. Anepoch-making concept of green housing was also intraducad
such as a pedestrian system that eiminated pedestiian contact with cars in
conjunctionwiththe green belt system.

Afrar that, Kangnam accomplished substantial growh as
the central area of neww business, As the dockand of London, and Ladepans
disirict of Panis are the new downtovns that were developed to accommodate
the new deman for business functions that the old downtewn areas could not
accomrodate, so Kangnam sirengthens fts position a5 the Ladepans of Seoul
Befiind the rapk! promotion of Kangnam development in such a short peried
lies the strong commitment of the Seoul authrities to ransfer various knds of
facilties and population of the Kangbuk area which had already reached
saturabion point atthattme.

City Construction and Function of Kangnam

The mast striking thing n the city stucture of Kangnam,
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cormpared with Kangbuk, may be the latice-type horizontal network. Latice
horizaral netwvork is & classical horizontal netvvork planning techrique which
wasintroducedin Miktus, the colonial ity of Greace, by Hippadamus, and has
been widely used in ather countries. For the planners and administrative
officials wha took charge of Kangnam development at that fime, it was a matter
of course to introduce a tattice-type horizontal network, rather than & naturally
generated indeterminate formar a circulartype harizortal network of Kangbuk.
The advantage of 2 latfice-type horizontal network in terms of effectiveness on
wraffic were wideky known, bt the weak points such as loss of a sense of
direction and lack of locality were nat known, Drivers who are not acoustomed
tothe geography of Kangnaim have no cheice butto remember the first fetter of
the name of mein roads extending east o west andnorth to south, or guessthe
direction they need to drive in Kengnam region. Considering the fact that
Onjura, the single curved road, is not confuser with other main roads exending
south to west, the lattice type horizontal network extending straight is
considered to be a failure in terms of direction and locality, even though it may
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Around Kangnam station, it is catled the
street for the youth.
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Back street of Cheil Life Insurance is
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Apartment complex of Jamshil is going to
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be a success intemm of function.

With regard tothe land usage of lattice-type block systern,
a raditional pattern has emerged with different usage for the outside and
inside. fAost high-rise office buildings are located in the outskirs, whde maly
love-rise buildings, used for residence, amusement facifties and daily faciiies
including restaurants, are located inside of the block.

This patter of land usage ¢learly verifies the classical
location theory in which the black outskirt with good accessihility to the main
roads is used by thase who can afford the high rents, while the support
functions are located in the insice.

In ordar to explore the city structure and function per
region of Kangnam, Seoul, it migtbe easiest to examine the main roadswhich
have high recagnition and commercial areas near important subway stations,
First of all large-sized offices are densely located onthe Taeheran road, the
center of the Kangnam business area, mainly from Kangnam Station to
Samsong Station, This area marks itself as such an important business area
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thatthe office vacancy rate here is considered as a barometer to represent the
Korea economy, The important road linking east and west of Kangnam alony
with Taeheran road is the Nambu beltwayiio. 98 Road). The Nambu beftway
passes through the egst and west of Kangnam, fom Kimpa Airport, Shinvim-
dang, Bongehon-dong and Yangjae-dong. It shows a fand usage pattern in
which the general business sections and general corrercial sections are
mixed. Kangnam bivd, and Youngdong bivd. are considered to be the mnst
important roads in terms of function and dimension. Especially, Kangnam bivd.
is the access road to Kangnam from Kangbuk, via the Hannam Bridge, the
starfing poirt of Kyunghu Expressway, Dotted with important subway stations
such as Yangae staion, Kangnam station and Shinsa station,

Kangnam bivd, has vanous kinds of faciliies{cate, movie
theater, bookstore, record store, ete) for the youth along it, large scale
amusemest facilities centering un a back street of Cheil Life insurance, the
second amusernert; quarter of Kangnam, following Bangbae-dong, doing
husiness weh the company workers atthe offices around it Since there are the
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Street where fashion stores that lead the
Apkujong culture are densely located.
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The transter of Karak market, a largs
downtown market, has been discussed.
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marty amusament facilibes along it which atracts the youth, serious problems
have emerged in terms of teenage guidance.

To the east of Kangnam, there are the resilence areas
around Jamshil station, amusemant faciliies certering on Jamshil Stadium
and Lotie World, and green park certeriag on Olympic park and Sokchon lake.
In particular, the construciion of the apartment complex in Jamshil district can
he considered as a historical svent, acting a spearhead in the developmert of
Kangnam, but also as & reminder of the then-present status of our architecture
technology at that time because redevelopment had 1o be considered nofess
than 30years after its construction, due to deterinration of the facilities,

As a represemtative of our advanced and leading culture
of new generation, Apkujong-dong is a specialized area with high-class
boutitues and department stores fo the extent that it is called the Apkujong-
dong of the entine mation, rather that just of Seoul as well as coining a g term
“Apkujong-tong culiure” Especialy, “Hyundai apariment at Apkujong-dong”
are notarioushy expensive comparad to othar apartments natiorwide, and even
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As large office buildings are located around it, the
Flower market at Yangiae-dong increasingly gets
pressure fo move.
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thereis avague belief that allwho live in this district raust be upper class.

Most of the Kangnam area shows land usage of high
density, bt there are two facilifes that sl occupy a large space snduring al
pressure for development These are the Flower market at Yangiae-doag, and
Karak-dong wholesale market of agricultural and marine products. As for
Karak market. moving it to the ouiskirts has been discussed for same time now
and many complaints of discontent by the public have been reised such as
nasty smells, fraffic cangestion since high-rise residant buildings are located
nearhy. The fower market at Yangjae-dong recently succumbed ko the trend
toward land usage of high density including large scale offices nearby,
atiracting the atterrion as the right place to accompany newfunctions of Seoul
by moving that facilitytothe outskirt

City landscape and landmark

The city landscape of Kangnamis langely divided into twa;
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Redsvelopment apartment at the hills, Bongchon-

dong blocks the fine scenery of Mt Kwanak
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a landscape with apartments on hills, constructed as a radevelopment of
Bongehen-dong and Shim-dong, the pocr residence: area in the past, end a
landscape of business district including office buildings centered around the
main roads. A landscape with of apariments an hill may contribute to the
improvement in residence conditians, but it wall surely be recerded as an
imevacabfe failure from the aspect of city kindscaping as the high rise of the
mountainsitie blocks the fine scenery aroundit

After the development of Kangnam, the single methad for
controling the city landscape atthe insttutional rame wasio designate te fine
scenary area in aceordance with the district system of City Development Act
Taking various kinds of features of Kangnam into consideration, the designation
of a fing scenery area was shoi of constitting a good city landscape, so that
anatiemptwas made to create & city landscape suitable forthe characteristics
of the district using a city design based around the Tagheran road and main
roads. As 2 result, it was successiul from the view of creating a comparatively
unffied street landscape, but itailed 1o create 2 difierertiated city landscape for
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each main road. Thatis why first comers to Kangnam lose their sense of
direction and location, feeling as if the streets are all the same. However,
several landmarks are noticeable, Representative landmarks of Kangram are
Samsong-dong Trading Canter, which is differemtiated from other husiness
buildings around it in terms of the height and form, and the Art Canter, which
gcts as alandmark intenms of form and material quality, even though the height
is notthat strking.

The recent modifications to the characterstics of the city
landscape are the creation of a newy landscape utlizing undeveloped sies or
facility transfer sites. Especially, the Boramae resident and commercial
complex fown, develped hy utlizing the site of the Airforce Academy, as a
news business center 10 the west of Kangnam, creates a verny unique city
landscape compared with the middle and low height buildings, to the extend
thatitis called the city in & downtown. In addiion, super high-ises dovwtown
ucluding the 45-story Daefim Acrowill, constructed around Gogok-dong, takes
animpartant postton i1 ¢reatng a nevytrend i downiown residencs,
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Samsong-dong Trading Gentar is |
most important lendmark in
Kangnam in terms of form, L
_____material quali X
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The art center plays a landmark role, in terms of

forms of building rather than its height.
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Conclusion

Kangnam is historical evidence of the rapid growth of
Korea. The role that Kangnam has in Szoul, a metropolitan city with a
popufation of more than 10 million peopls, can not be underestimated. Most
facilities that show off the impravement in our national power, including
Jamshil Complex Stadium and COEX, are located in the Kangnam district, in
some sense, The following features and tendencies ate found if we look atthe
city’s structure and the consiruction of Kangrsm.

Business funetion, the most representative function of
Kangnam, is linearly distributed sentaring around the main roads such as
Taeheran road, Kangnam bivd, and Youngdong bivd, In particular, various kinds
af amusement Eacilities for the youth are centered around the commercial area
of the subways. The autside of the block is developed around large sized
buildings for business function, and the inside of block is developed as a
residence and green life facilities, showing mixed aspects. introduction of
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super high-ise residences of the tower type creates a new landmark in city
landscape. Residence araas on the hil of Kangnam such as Bengchon-dong,
Shilim-dong and Sadang-dong are being replaced by high rise radeveloped
apartments, converting the fine landscape of the past into the rigid high-rise
apattments.

Large sized markets{Flower market at Yangjae-dong,
Karak-dong wholesale market of agricultural and marine products), which are
inappropriately located ifwe take Kangnam to be the downtown area of Seoul,
are kcated inthe Kangnan district, causing various kinds of public discontents
such.asraffic congeston.

Considering that there is no more space for further
development, there remains no other choice but 1o move these facliies and
tiize the area in order to accommodate new city functions. lsn't it ime that we
congicler e methods of wiifization of these sites so they may accommadate
information and knowledge industriesin order to canry the future vision of Seoul
intothe newmillenniian?
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Borame district is highly populated by officetels,

business building
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Super high-rise apartments at Dogok-dong show a
new attempt at residence at downlown
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o Architecture ot Seoul in the Modem Era:
From the Early Modemization Period To 1945.
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From & histoncal point of view, dizcussions on Korean
architacture were more or less confined to styles of pre-modem, tmber frame
structures, The rebuilding of Kyungbokgungt 1865- 15681 marked the end of sugh
traditional style, and from that point Korean architecture in genaral, with the
exception of housings and some others, has been built under western
influence imported via various sources.

As the residence and commercial acivities of foreigners
hacame legal inthe early 1880s, foreign diplomatic offices, housings, churches
and trade centers, Japanese govemment agencies, schools and banks began
tobe buittin this coumiry, but a moders work with the connotation of rationalism
andfuncionalism only came to be after the 1930s, some 50 years fromthen,

The following is an inroduction to the remaining works of
Korean modem architecturs, from the earty westem imparts 1o thase of late
todemistn budtinthe closing years of the Japanese colonial period.
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The fower of the Russian Embassy
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The Befgian Embassy
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Modem Architecturs of Jungdong

Jungdong, the region of the main palace of Duksoogung
for a long period of the late Chosun Dynasty, had bean the site for various
foraign lagations. At first, embassies were found using the remaining housings
of raditional style, butfrom 1830 nations with diplomatic relations beganio build
their own new consulate and legations according to thair own styles. In
addition, bulldings with comrmercal or missionary purposes, sush as churches,
schools, housings and hotels, also became popular around the distict

The American Embassy buiding, the first of its kind to be
built in 1884, was & reworking on a traditienal architscture, installing a
westernized interiar while preserving its old envelope. It remains in its site untl
today after several ranovations and extensions. The only embassy that
preserves its primary form 1o this date is the Bridsh Embassy1892), a two-story
brick house of Geargian style.

The arguably mast beautiful western building of
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Jungdong was the French Embassy, built in 1857, designed by a French
architect but constrected by Chinese engineers. The French Barogue bidkding,
a brick house of two floars and a towser with the height of a five-story building
on ts side, displayed a slanted mef and subfle omaments on its surface. The
building was later seized bythe Japanese government and demolished in 1935,

The classical-styled Belgian Embassy(1905, Historic Ste
no. 254, onthe other hand, wag located in Hothyundong, and was stucturally a
combination between briclwark and stone masonry. The building has been
restored on another site in Mamhyungdong, and is now used as a center for
histoncal recors of a pmvate mongtary institution,

These legations were mostly a masonry building of red
brick and stone, with the dominant styles of Classicism, Barogue, and Georgian.
The methed of placing the veranda on the second floor of the main facads,
often employed in the European colonial ofices in the southeast Asia, could
also be found in spme examples.

Jungdong was nat only & place of foreign affairs - The
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Methodist Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the Russian Orthadox
Church also infiated their mission from this region. Jungdong Cathedral of the
Methodist Churchwias the first to be builtin 189, by Korean carpanters following
the design of a Japanese architect. The churches of the Protestant fellwved - It
first westem-style architecture was the old buiding of Jungdong Church{1838,
Historical Site no.2568), & Gothic yet simplistic work which recaled the country
houses of Yictorian era. it was later used as the headquarter for Korean
independence movement under the oppression of the Japanese government,
and though it wentthrough a number of renewvals, still preserves its basic form.

The Grand Cathedral of the Protestant Episcopal
Church({1926, Cultural Property of Seoul no.35), located next to Duksoogung,
was built by an Engfish architect following Romanesque principles, but
nevertheless succeeded to be in consonance with the tradiional buildings
nearby, andwas recently restored to its ongingl form.

As in the west, missiorary actvties were accompanied
by those concerming modern education and medical care - Many early
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examples of modamizad aducation facility, whether public schools founded by
Enlightenment Party, private ones developed by non-govemment capital, or
those established for missionary purposs, were located in Jongdong, After
performing renewed schooling in taditional buildings were bl westem-styks
schools such as Baejae-hakdang of 1385 and Bwha-hakdang. Simpson
Memaorial Hall{1915) of the latter, and the |ecture halk of Baejae High-level
School, developad from the former, hoth stand against the Japanese-founded,
aithoritarian public education centers by the wanmith of their red brick surface.
Fortunately, both remainsto this date.

The recent opening of Jungdong Park and the City’s plans
fo create a pedestrian-only path alang Dukseagung adds atirachion to the
regionwith such historicalimpertance.

Architecture of Duksoogung Palace

The reestablishment of Duksoogung, whish beganin 1837
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when the Russian-riendly consenative party gained control after a series of
inciertts and astablished the new National tide of Daehan-jagkuk - the Empire
of Daghan - resutted in 1904 with not onfy the renovation and restoration of
traditional architecture but the addition of six wester-style buildings,

Junglanantyun, the first of the six to be buil, was used as
the banquet hall of Emperor Kojong, and though basically western it featured
traditional forms in is elements such as the roof. Joangmyungjunt Cuttural
Property of Seoul ne53), a simplistic Georgian brick bislding suniving a3 an
office for a prvate company, was the biggest in scale among the palace
mansions which were located in the west of where now the American
Embassy stands.

Sukjojur{Historical Site no.124), a Neoclassical, three-
story building, following the suggestion of an English financial supenvisor with
dasign and construction implemented by the English and the Japanese, was
the largesi{660nt) and most artistically accomplished work before the
Japanese colonial periodt. tt featured the characteristics of a European Palace
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of the 18th century - Apart from the garden in front of the facade, the building
censisted of a reception room and half on the second floor, the living roam, bed
room, bathing room for the Emperor and Empress on the third, and reoms for
servants on the geound fevel. On the upper pediment of the central pavilion is
seulpturad the ewha, an insignia of the Emperor, and the colonnade
comprising grand lonic columns addsto itsmanumental value,

After the abdication of Emperor Kojong and the
subsequent emthroremertt of Emperar Soonjong, the Palace lost its name of
Kyungwoonguryg to the present tite and was degraded by the Japanese into a
rLseum for arts.

Myungdong Cathedral and Other Modem Architectures of
Myungdong

Miyungdong during the Chosun period was one of the five
districts of Hansung, the old name of Seoul, which, in corirast to the norhem
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seciors, consisted mosthy of residential araas, The Catholic Church, benefiing
from the Nation's declaration on freedom of refigion inthe 1880 after a century
of persecution, bought the hill of Myungdong, the Church's very ground of
origin, as the site for s main cathedral During the colonial period, Japanese
merchants gathered and formed & commercial district in where now is
Chungmere.

The cathedrals of the Cathalic Church were mostly
modeled after the Romanesqgue or the Gathic, while the parsonagas adopted
the style of Georgian. Myungdong Grand Cathedral{ 1893, Historical Site ne 258},
which took seven years io complets, is a work of architecture closest o the
Gathic style in Korea, The altar of the Latin-crossed plan festures & half-circled
apss, and its undemeath is occupied by a crypt The section of the interiar
display its division into arcade, triforium and clerestory, while Romanesgue
clusterad piers constitute the colonnade. The ariculated space, along with the
stained glass, create an overall atmosphere of the Guthic.

The first westem church architecture, howrever, was the
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Yakhyun Church{i892, Historical Site n0.252), located at Joongdmdong, a brick
building wath interior space clearly divided into nave and aisles. A mixture
between Remanesgue and Gothic styles, the Church features a octagonal
campanile in font of the facade and became an archetype for small-scaled
churches for a half century afterwards, The Cathofic Churches of this era,
though not particutarly advanced in structural or constructional temms, stands
outin jts careful adoption of Gothic style - red and grey bricks were jontly used
to express the sculptural details of masonry, while vaults wers reproduced with
simulated, non-structural wooden vaulis, Argculation of indoor spacas
estatlished higrarchny among its vertical and harizontal composiiions.

The commercial district of Myungdeng was primarily
developed by the Japanese, and met a great expansion along 19305 widening
of its main road to Myungdong Cathedral it later became, after the Koroan war,
amecea of Korean art and fiterature, and since the 70s, went through various
phases of redevelopment projects and established iself as the City's most high-
priced fthus condensed} but profitable ground for banks, insurance companies,
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and grand-scale deparmert storas.

Several buildings of the modem era that remains today
are Whyungchijval1938), the most well-known landmark of Myungdong which
later was used as the Myungdong National Theatre and now is an office for a
financial agency, department stores Samsung{1337) and Jungjaok{1339), now
Shinsaegae and Midopa, respectively, and the first stock trade center of korea,
Kyungaung stock market buildingl1922, now the Office of Jeil Investment
Finances), influenced by the early modermism of Germany. The office for
Kyungsung Electronics, Co. of 1929 was the first to follow the principtes
suggested by the Chicago School with the additional touch of the Renaissance,
and is sfil in e asthe Hanjun Plaza.

New Govemment Facilities and Public Buikdings

New structures and forms also replaced the traditional
stlein the field of govermment facilives. Bunsachang(Historical Property no 1),

! Seoul Station
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afactony formanfacturing modem ams, was constructed of dark grey bricks,
with traditional roofing which allowed the opening of clerestories.
Junhwvanicul, the Mint burea, was also a brick buikding budt by the Japanese.

Building govemiment agencies in the sarty part of 20th
century were under administrative guidance, and most were heavily
influenced, especially in exterior form, by Renzissance or Barogue styles of te
west

Daehan-uivon was established as an integration of
existing medical facilities, and its main hall{1908, Historical Site no.248, at
present $he rasearch centar of Seoul National University Hosprtal} is a nee-
Barogue hrick buiilding with a tower elock.

Gongup-junsupso, or the industrial training center, was
constructed with a practical purpose, adding to the then existent machine
testing station a main hall, seven training centers, dormitory, and other
supporing faciliies, thus farming a huge group of buildings. After 1918, the
center was used for the Kyungsung Industrial Education institute.
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[nfortunaely, only the main half1907, Historical Site na.279) remains today, a
wooden, two-story bulding in Renaissance style, ard is used as the University
of Broadcast and Communications.

With the development of railways, train staions also
became a new property of modern architecture. Though early buildings
were simple wood stuctures, the ones in the cities began to adopt
authoritative western forms - Kyungsung Stationd1925, Historical Site
no.284} was a reinforced concrete structure with finishings by brick ties,
granite and ariificial markle, its Renaissance facade topped with Byzantine
dome.

The Japanese Governmant-General, the hall for the
colonial gaverniment, built in 1926, was the most colossal work of the period,
most ambitious in T representation of the mifing authority. & soncrete body of
four stonies was fumished with masonry scuiptures in Renaissance stie. fis
ulimate fate wasmetin 1998 when it was decided, after years of debate, to be
destructed 1o abolish remnants of the colonial period and restore the
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Kyungbokgurg Palace to its original state.

Education Facilities of the Modern Period

Ewha-hakdang 1836), previoushy mertioned in this article,
went through a separation process into Bwhia Women's High School and
Ewha Speciaization Institute, where the latter moved, in 1935, to Shinchon and
organized the present layout of the University, based on the plans by W. M.
Varies, The main gate and rear mountain of the Campus formits central ads, on
which the main hall stands, symmetrically surrounded by the music hall and
gymnasium that fellows the natural eontour of the geography. The early
masterlan was characterized by its absence of strong paths or landmarks,
opening up the possibility for vanous outdoor spaces.

The first to be buttwas the main hall, ar Piper Hall 1534}, 2
masonry hulding of three steries with & symmefrical plan of an H-fanm, Its
Gothic style became the mode! for fut.ire addiions, such as the Case Hallof the
same year designed by Vories, and the science center and grand auditorium of
the 50s designed respectively by Korean architects Yu Sang-ha and Kang
Yocn,

Yonhui Specialization Institute, an the other hand, was
founded in 1915 and since then continued to fill its presant Campus site of
Yonsei University, The location, which has bong been desmed an ideal sit in
respect to feng-shui, was ordered fy the practice of the first masterplan in
Korea - The center was placed with the main road, or Baekyangre, to which
the sports field and lecture halls were placed along, and its northem edge
became the ground for a central building. £ was also the high ground of the
overal Campus, and was supplied with the professor's residences, Future
developments vwere buift upen this main structurg.

The center of the northern edge of Baekyangro was
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occupied by the Underwood Hal1924, Historical Site no 776, facing south, and
toits sides were buitt the Stimson Hall{1922, Historical Site no.275) and
Apenzelier Hall 1924, Historical Site no.277), hoth designed by an American
architect H. Kilian Murphy. All three are three-story masonry buikdings with
partial haywindowes and Tudor-arched entrance in Gathic manner,

Korea University, initiated as Bosung Specialization
Ingtiute: in 1905, established its presant Campus in 1931, whers the gully ofthe
southeast was filed and occupied by the main hall, which was connected
downwards to the librany, auditorium, and the athletic field which was itself
surrounded by lecture halls. The main hall 1934, Historical Site no.285) and the
librany{1937, Historical Site no.286} were desighed by Park Dong-jin, one of
Korea's first generation of modemized Builders. and built by Korean capital,
While the main hallis 8 stone masonny building following Tudar style, the library
features refinedtouches on its facade’s decorations,

The above mentioned Universities. with masterplans
directed with a centraf axis, were influential ta the planning of ather Campusas
which followed,

Commercial Architecture of the Modem Period

The district open by the governimert to foreign traders
was Yanghwajin, which ister moved to Yongsan, hut the actual trading ground
for the Japanase merchants was in Jingogae, near Namsan and currently
sectioned as Chungmuro, while the Chinese engaged in the husiness around
Supyolyo and & sector of Namdaemun. The two, along with the Korean market
in Jangro, formed the three main commercial areas of Ssoul, which actively
encouraged the transformation ofthe City's traditiona pattams,

It 15 trua that architecture’s most sensitive and reflective
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producing a cityscape quite estranging even tothe ciizens of the Metrapalis. In
less than cne sith of Seoul’s proud history of B00 vears, the historical heritage
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the colonial period, historical vestiges of Seoul were carelessly demolished
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Architecture of the modern age are different from
tradiiional wood structures whose value lie in their historical presence - They
are tha lost ilentity of this City which can provide a cultural cortinuity to this
Mietropalis, since they stil maintain adaptabiity tothe presentfunctional needs.
ftis indeed inue that they were heavily under the influence from the west and
Japan, but this fact cannot eclipse our motivations and achievements in
building a modem tradigon of our awn. From those which bore the roots of

Cé L=}

type to the workd's trend is the commercial facility. The early modemization

Seoul's contemporary architectre, we can be given a clearer understanding
of the City's process of medemization, which meludes the unforiunate colonial

period was crowded with stylistic architecture, which only began to perish in
the beginning of the 2th century, opening way Jor the domination of rational,
functional medemism in commercial architeciure of the 1930s. Nacessity for
authonitative ambience were limited t colonial govemment huildings, and as
the architects were unrelated to administrative organizations, their design

could also be more open, parhaps to the modem architecture movemert of the
period., Those who luckily endured and survived the hastywillto “cleanup” the

City unquestionably deserve, from now on, our efforts of preservation and

\\\\\\\\

west, which had just begun to be intreduced in Korea and Japan.

Tha remaining commercial buildings from the period
include Hwangtongkwani1909, currently the Jongro office of Commercial
Bank), an ecleciic work of bricks and stones, the Chesun Bank{1907, Histerical

Japanese architect Tatsuno Kinkao in European Renaissance style, and

carefud rastorafion.

Site n0.280, now the headquiarter of Korean National Bank] designed by the
Kyungsung coffice of Tokyo Insurance Company, Ltd {1835, now used as the

huseum on the History of Banks, Jei Bankl. The buildings of cinemas Scara
and Kukdo were glso constructed in that era.
Through the past twerty to thirty years, with the intention
of redeveloping the City's aged kabric and discarding undesired ramnants from
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New Architecture Culture in the Historical City,

HYE /A0l HEE 24

by Ghoi Wang-Don / Professar, Kukmin Univ,
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Is there any character to Seoul's architecture?

In discussing the architecture of Seoul in a Local
Architecture Report, the premise should be made that the humaristic and
natural regional characteristics of Seoul act as independent vaniables in the
architecture. However, we can not proceed without closely examining what is
the substance of the physical “Seaut”, in some case, Seoul can be thought of
as the administrative concept of the 11 districts of Kangnam and 14 districts of
Kangbuk. This can be a narrow concept that includes four main gates and
other historical races inside it, or a broad concept that includes the satellite
cities in the matropolitan area in¢luding Seoul. However, this is only part of
various aspects of Seoul, and Seou should be seen as something more than
the mare summation of its parts.

The locafity of Sentdl may be taker to mean its physical,
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social ar humanistic identity. Here Iocality is created by accumulating the
characteristics of tmes and locations. Accordingly, the existence of Seoul's
character or the locality of Seoul’s architecture are matiers of course.
Howsever, no one seems to provide easily a positive evaluation of whether
this focality of architacture has been properly expressed so far. More fikeky,
there exists more negative viewpoints on what is the locality, if any, and
whether this is properly expressed. The reason wihy we feet the proflam of
axprassing the lacality of Seoul Architecture is sa problsmatic, even though
it seerms an extremely natural proposition at fist sight, is that we have fived
until ngw with the misunderstanding that Saoul is the Rapublic of Korea itself
or its mineature, Accordingly, we should admit the fact that Seoul
architecture is anly one of several local architecture styles which constitute
Karean architecture, rather than helieving that Seoul architaciore exists on
a large scale and it is divided into Seoul and the provinces, if local
architecture existall.

Seoul character in architecture can he said to exist or not
When the inherent order of each building becomes the inevitable rather than
the casual, thus being closely connected o the contest of the oty and holding a
trace of accumulated time, this can be conceptualized as authentic
architerture or architecture that properly realizes the mearing of lacality. In
addition, when these huildings accumulate one by one and finally constivte the
whole, the local character of Seoul architectre, thatis, the Seoul character in
architecture, exist definitely. As to whether there exists architectural features
coherent in Kangnam, Kanghuk and the new city, | think that there is ne Seou
character, and further, the discussion o local architaciure in Korea toes not
have a significant meaning This arficle will explore the overal trend from the
aspect of expression of localty and history character, rather than a separate
discussion an the architecture buiitin Seaul in 1390's.

Korzan Architee: 2908 095




D96 =4 90908

7420) ERfsls 2
= 3ipe] Aozt

20| o2t METIE T BHRel 7i&S Tt
Zolks He -4 elEstolol i,
HES| MEME PO o UL B2
Chos 8 5= 2ick Zizte] g2l WA ZA7Healo] o
Wolo| =lof w2l TAl2] 2ot YFeH MW +H
AlZ1e| EHE JIRH| o} 015 ZHISHAuthentic) 245, B
Ao| onig WMoz Tast TR0k Tdst = 2Ug ROl
o}, oS 20| i+ & FXE0] 2 HHES 0IF W u(=2
4 MB%e| XN 84 T 7iEe] MELR Qs A0l
ZEP 2E, UTAE Puks 2RY SE 772 Ll
of B HSM2 glend Lol | THERI= tollMe] XSS
oA | ¢ 2o} gickn MZfEic = SolA= 19800
of| A0l RjofZl ZiFoll i FHEHe solEete Achdz)
E4Mo] FHORIS BEoM MAE] SES JHaKsta] Bict

pac)

m K

F

1990l e| 2|

Age| dtiEo thste] ¥ Be| 22 H

Meaning of 1990's

It is never easy to discuss the modern architecture of
Seoul within 2 fewr pages, and this seems to beyond my ability. It is not easy to
review vatious lands of architecture works bult during 1 year, so t is beyond
the realms of realism to summarize the whole cortent of modem architacture.
Here, [wall substartially reduce the scope and summarize the situation of 19805
for short, and limit the focus of most discussions to summarizing the
architecture situation in 1990s.

It can he assumed that 1960's is the exploration era of
rodemism architecture, 1960's is the period when the modemism architecture
obtained universalism, 1970's is the period when the full-swing construction
dtive was promoted, leading to large scale investment, following 1960's, A
sincere exploragion of the Karean character of architecture was launched in
this period. Those kinds of efforts can be glanced at in the National
Museum{present Nationaf Folk RMuseum), National Theater, Space Group
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Blelg, Sejong Culiural Center and Jokdusan cathedral, 1980's i the era of full-
blown diversity. There was a trend toward larger projects and cultural
constructions; the culiure hall, Kwachon Madern Gallery and Seoul Art Center,
a recum of influential overseas Korean architects, emergence of Korean type
Post-modemism, large seale constuction aciies accompanying the Asian
Game and Sgoul Oympic. Discussion an the lacality or the Korean characters
of architecture remained as it was, and was to becoms an chsession as we
enterad inty the 1990,

Qur ten years comresponds to 100 years in other countries.
This does not refer to the change inthe economic ndex for sure, Rather, | mean
we have axperienced various kinds of il-fated things, as the republic for the
ordinaty peaple became New Korea, and then the people’s govemment. This
can also be applied to the architecture industry, so we stared wiil the
hoistarous noise from the housing construction site for 200 houses Tollowing
Seoul Ohympic, along with the fantasy and 2xpectation of rainiow colors onthe
newy millennium in 1990°s. Metropelitan new cites including Bundang and llsan

i Suscldang
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were constructed within only 3 and 4 vears, ke “one pop up for a road and 2
house’, and design projects poured in in large quardies. I the meantime, we
started to fundamentally doubt the strength of the foundations that we stepped
on through aur experience of unusualy large scale collapses such as the

collapse of the Sampung Department store and Songsu Bridge. Facing the
catastraphe of the IMF contro! system in the end, we have lost the opfimism
and hope for the future and remain hapeless with the desolate seff-scom,
computers and empty chairs without users. How could ane ever experience
the extreme end more painfully than this?

S35 PHINEEN P
Dongsung-dang Cultural Hall
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{ronically, 1999 is the vear for architechire culture. Dur
history of modem architecture is 40 and 50 years okl We have expenienced
enough the trial and error approach. It is time for us to establish our own
withaut shaking by draft

Explering the context of the city and Korean Character

The Korean styls houses around Bukchon that had
maintained her nominal existence untl earty 1990 have gone now, and only
their traces remain. It might be unreasonable to force unilateral sacyifices onto
the residents without giving large scale of support in the public sectors, such as
when the Hyumun Highschool was changed to Hyundai building, and
Changduk Girf's hygh schoel to the constifutional sourt of Korea, This was 7 or 8
years ago. Meaningful proposals by architects who had whelesome plans for
Kahot-dong ended up granting them the indulgent role of architect The Korean
hause village of Namsan Valley that was built 2 few years ago didnt have
amything to do with old Namsan Valley, thus it remained as just a stage set
There is no slley filed with e mood of dld Seaul, and no chikren playing in the
alleys of the vilage. (id houses where no one Ives are not architacture bit
merely stuffing. They may be meaningful as cultural assets or in history of
architecture, but they do not show the relations with the city or life of the
residents any more.

The cald logic of hurable: capitalism sesms o swallow
alleys, villages and important landmarks that remind us of the old aspects of
Seoul in the four gates. As the South Gate shows diminutive aspects,
surrounded by company huikdings of conglomerates, so does the North Sate.

We lost the meaning and history for a modemized large
scale market buildng. In addton, Boshingak was degraded mt a miniature,
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due to the buding called “Top Claude” which replaced a headquarters of the
Korea First Bank, Youngpung Building and Whashin Department Store. It can
he said that Liliput and Bropeingnag in the book Gulliver's Travels are revived in
Saoll. How much we have to rack our brains not to have Space Group Bldg
converted irfo a parking Iot for the company bulklings of conglomerates in the
future. Recent announcement by the gavenment to regulate the story of the
huilding and skyline in the four gates and the prospect areas of Mt Pukhan,
gives us a bit of hope for the future of Seoul, even though it actually brought in
criticism from the potdic.

Meanwhils, instinctive nostalgia for our alleys and
gardens that have faded led many architects to make alleys and gardens in
their architectural works. The Barenson company building and Dengsung-
dong Culiural Hall might be good examples. Myungbo Theater and GlassForum
{new ‘Space Group Bldg'l can be regarded as representative works of 1990's
that exactly recognize the context of the ity based on the exactunderstanding
onthe city architectural character.

Visual success has begun to appear in an attempt fo
find the Karean character of architecture, the subject that has continued to
suppress Korean architact for 50 years after Independence. One excellent
work in terms of interpretation of nature, relatianships with construction
and composition of space inside and outside, is HWANGI Museumn,
tollowing Space Graup Bldg and France Embassy in 1ast generation.
Susoldang that embraced the Jungjong Korean houses in Seoul can be
regarded as an excellent piece of work that is faithful in exploring the
protatype of ou resident architecture. Besides, many vigorous young
architects and leading architects davote themselves fo translating the
traditional ity residence into a modem one. \We need to keep eye on the
resuft with hope.
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New trend of Architecture

(ne of the rmost abvious phenomenon since 133 is the
fact that foreign design offices have amived in crowds i Korea as the new
world order of so called new liberalism came in to gear with the ostentatious
sonsumption psychlogy of the Korsan architecture customer. The Kyobo
biltfing. Imemational Company bulding, 63 buiding of DL, LG Tower, Lotte
Cornplex in 1980's, first on its list, Samsung Main Building renovation,
Headguarters of Kukmin Bank, Company building of Dagwoe Electronics,
Itaewon Museum Complex and many buikdings around Taeheran Road and
Kangnham Blvd. designed by foreign design companies have changed the
skylines in Kangnam, Changro, Taepyungro in Kangbuk Even though we can

not ignare the positive aspects of supplying cutting-edye architecture
tachnalogy and new architectural idea, and its stmulus on dorestic architect,
these buildings disrespect our ifestyle by ignoring the interpretation of nature
and city and giving an imprassion of superficial understanding and a solution by
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foreign architects. | can not et go of this suspicion despita the fact it may upset
the customer and subcontracting company, even thaugh our expectation of
theresultis a sincere reflection of the architecture

While most existing high-rises paid attertion ta the model
of the frame, the new type of buildings represented by the Posco center
sucsesshully presentthe wision for the firture and act as ihe symbol of the age. It
might he outside the current discussion on the quality of architecture, but |
woudd lke to mention that a building lie Technomartis the faithful reflection of a
consumption culiure in the fate industrial society, and that we may see more
andmore huge and complex space in the foreseeable future. Inthe meantime,
youry architects studying architect overseas retum to Korea one after another,
constituting the fourth generation architect group along with local young
architects, and launch aggressive activities, showing various trends of
architectures. However, we should withhold the conclusion that their
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meaningless form, ahstraction and foreign tastes can successfully put downits
roots in Seoul. Shouldn't we come up with, at feast, gueting somebody's
poignart comment, “the intellectual in a miitary campside tawn, of architectin
miftary campsida”?

Looking for new architecture culture in a histortcal city

In general, the architecture cortaining the locality should
be closely linked to the detailed dailylife of the peaple, and pivota] traces pftime
shouid remain within it Old palaces isolated like island in the city, high-rise
apartments mercilessly constructed on and around the mountains, fivers, and
hifls which remains just ke the vestigial organ, as well as iarge sized buiiding
that destray the continuity and scale of the ity make the name value of Seoul
whichhas cherished 2 history of 800 years shamaful

[sn't there any means to cure Seoul wha looks fike &
patent in the terminal stage of cancer? it may sound theoretically naive, butitis
necessary to redesign the slyline and space structure lialing the inside Four
gates, each small downtown and Kangnam, and to prepare a detafled city
design which has an identfy by recognizing the mherent characters of each
wllage and road, and further to draww supportfrom the public sector in order to
prevent this design from ending up gs just another paper design, Architects
should also share the understanding that anguish on the relations between
context of ey, Seeul, and detalled text, wouid prevail over the Tabula Rasa,
architeclure as fiactionalized OBUJE

lsnt it the architecture that shoves the locality of Seoul, if it
isthe architecture resutting fromthe singere anguish on the lite of the people by
firmly standing on one place, land of Seoul with two feet, and comectly
understanding the history ard locality of that land?

korean Architect 2208 {199
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