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New Headquarter, JUNGLIM Architecture
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Designed by Kim Jung-Chul & Moon Jin-Ho
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Mutual Action: Adapting or Letting Go

To practice archiiecture, iis performer has to deal with fayers of
problems; tha of approaching method between the site and its connecting road, relation
between the site and the buiiding, its sonfiict with existing buildings, its connection with its
users, and the interaction among its users. In additon, the task of arranging the parking
spaces in a limited area, estabishing identity and pride through the architectural work
within the confinemants of money and time add to the laborious procedire. The new
headguarter of Junglim Architecture occupies a place of landmark vaiue - one gormer of
the Ewha-dong junciion, where the destined development of the grand road wil add tots
regional significance - but atthe same time inherits the respansibiity 1o solve the traffics of
the namow rear foad. The area is also the meeting point between the cultusal band of
Seoul, connecting Kwanghwamoon-Ankukdong-Diashakra line, and thase of the city's
husiness, religion and market districts. itis where the [ows story buildings of Daehakro and
Chongro's high-rises encounter with sach cther; rupiure within the overal skyfine of the
bulldings is most likety to occur. It is rather too demanding of a single building © meet
these requirements of its rban contest. ft can be said thatitis left to the architect to make
adjustments for certain sonditions, and let go of a few others. The masstve vertical volume
of the core wal, facing the front raad, horizontalky surrouncled by glass planes from al

directions, takes in the arbitrary angles of the roads and makes full use of the site's area.

D20 AH2:Ar9904

The repetitive horizontal wings of sach floor diminish the massiveness of the buiding, and
the entrance’s location on its rear side was decidad to mest the requirements of buikding
eodes. From Dashakr, the bulding acts as a gateway to Chongro 5-¢a region, which
motivated the addition of the roof's omaments. The shortzomings in the finishing of the
detatls, onthe other hand, was the result of temporal and financial constrairts,

Work and Rest

The choice of nature accessible toihe buikding's Users was not a boad
one: & vigw of a far mourtzin, the daly movementof the sun, and the breath of wind from the
outsideto the inside, orvice versa. To accommodate the working and resting condition of the
employees, the acceptance or partial concealment of these elements of nature became
crucial 1o e design. The facade's openness towands east and south invites the moming
sunlight into the office spaces and lluminates them throughout the day. In contrast, the
burming light 2t dusk is chstructett by posidoning the core on the vvest. The applicaton of te
curtain wal on the facade was efficient both for lighting and the framing of Mz Bukhan's
panoraimic grandeur. The tles used in the exterior finishings are not only ecanomical in
construcion, it leave the traces of the rain and meet the demard of the finr's experimental
ends. Those who are tired fram a day's work can enjoy relaxation inthe staircase of the south
arthe 10th floor’s recepion room. The windows of e latter introduces the images of Seaul’s
highrises, and here even the Namsan Tower seems 1o be at an am's reach, To compare i
with our radiional architeeture, this space may well be called Junglir's Sarangtiang, The
haight of the designing aboratories were rather high, leaving space for future insertion of
fioors. The caling is in its primary state: structural beams and mechanical installafions were
left Uncowerad, reducing the construction costs while adding to the openness of the space.
“This beautyin this sort of ‘unfinished space’ may be corfined to the taste of archiiects every
brainehids of Jungim produce idhosyncratic spaces of pride. Areas arqund the enrance or
the atrium is endowed with a few spatial touches of pleasure, which enkances e warm
recepfion ofthe users - The main lably and the reception kafl ofthe 10¢h floor primanly cames
to mind. The everyday of Junglim's work force - from ariving at work early i the moming o
the strenuous process of desigring, often leaving the office [tz at ight - becomes the heart
ofthis architecture, whichisthe very site of ving andwworking in progress.

Location 187-1, Yungun-dong. Jongro-gu, Seoul
AreaClassifcation Reqular Commercial Disirict, Parking Arrangemant-Required Area,
Frepmof-Requirad Area, Apsthetically-Controlled Area, Urban Design District
SiteArea  BMAM2 BuildingArea 40292
TotalAoor Area 8527482 Building Coverage Ratio  58.02%
Gross Floor Ratie  836.68%
Storles 15 Stories, 6 Basement Floors
Stucture  Steal Structure, Reinforced Concréte
MajorInstalltions  PaneiHaating System
Exterior Finishings  Wall- Color Alurinum Sheet, Tlles
Windows - Color Aluminum Sash, 24mm Loe-E Glass
Design Chae Jae-hack, Park Gi-ho, Jin Kyvon, Hong Suk-jang, Chai Yu-ong, Yeo Sang-in,
Kirn Bok-su
Stuctural Design  S2n Engineers
Mechanical Installations  Jungfim Mechanics
Electical staliations  Junglim Electrics
Landscape Design  Junglim Landscapes
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New Headquarter, JUNGLIM Architecture
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Some twenty yaars ago, a day at Jungim Architecturs
staried with a discussion on the day's tasks, drinking a cup of coffee, in & room
where the Fwha-dong crossroad could be viewed from above. Then we had
nio paper eup or vending machines, so the coffee we drank was preity much 2
gentine one, something the employees of today cannot expect. The offics |
worked at back in thase days, the very place where L first started my
architectural practice, was a 5 story bulding with brown tiles, and the usual
work time was from 9am.to9pm.

Recently, | had the chance to visit the new office of
Junglim Architecture. fts site remained the same but now it was a tall bulding
with & more impressive view towards down the sireets. The panorama of Mt
Bukhan and Maksan, along with that of Daghakro, Changduk Palace and
Kyunghok Palace was surely a sight for sorg eyes. The headquarter building is
a 1 stary one, with § basament fioors, where the 7t to 15th flaors are used by
Junglim Architesture and Kachi Architests, and others for rent, In the
underground floors, we find parking spaces, community facilities, muki-
purpose hall and mechanical room,

Its Incation at the entrance to Daehakro, one of the active
cultural regions of Seoul, is, catching the eyes of passing pedestrians, most
sinficart To thewest ofthe site is a road thatis to he broadened to 40m, tothe
north a 30m-wide road, and to the west and south, 11m and 4m road,
respactively. The neighbaring area used to he filed with buildings of 5 stones ar
less, butt now high-rises with about 15 stories dominate the view. Within these
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middle or grand sized architeciures, the new headquarter Bulding of Junglim
Architecture occupies an important spot in the formation of the overall
urhanscape, ‘Wiih the City's future plans of Daehakro's expansion, its role
becormes allthe mere cruciak

The architert has answered to the site’s urban corext
with a vertical half-cylinder volume, This provides, © the insitde, a clear view
towards the norh and northwest, and from the outside, a distinct sense of
direction at the crossroad junction. it accurﬁmodates the linear shape of the
site, the northem approaching road, and the arbitrary angles the surrounding
roads create. i must have beenthe designer’s primary task t open up, wile
managing to block the strong sunlight from the west a wide view towards the
north. This was done by positioning the core in the southwest part, thus
providing & sereen against the dusk sunght, and from that corg, releasing a
broad view towards the south. The banal act of walking up or down the
staircase can now become a beautiful experience of floating above a grand
vista.

The exterior finishings that cover up the vertical volume
are, in the general, plass, aluminum sheet and tiles. The curving vollime of ihe
northwvest is surfaced with double-glass curtain wall, whils the west is finished
with aluminum sheeting. From the southwest, horizontal windows on the
vertical volume can be seen, and from the northwest, the same mass is
encasadwith haif-circle windovws and aluminum sheets.

It may not be &n exaggeration to say that the crucial



portion: of the new office’s facade is the nortiwvest one. Comparing an early
draft with the realized version, we can see that the roundness of the glass,
aluminum shests and the horizontal aleinum louver of the early phase has
changed to those with angles. The final building is afso different in that the
projection of the facade’s layers was discarded. In teims of optmizing cost and
production procedure, the polygon shape is an obvicus cheice. This crisp
rationality of tis building, however, seems 1o be in need of a somewhatradical
touch

Had the architect been more passicnate 1 the project,
couldn't the primary shape of the cvlinder be sustained? The conquering of
seemingly impossible task brings a wonderful sense of achievement o its
creator, and endless joy to its obiservers. The beauty in the perfectly rounded
volume with the diversily of (he altached facade is mardfested in the warking
model of this project, ant now remains vs of what sensation 1 could have
defvered if it succeeded in realizing the earty intention. The size of the palygon
cyiinder is rather smallto be received as a round piece. It remains, tothe eyes
oi the pedestrians, as an unfinished formalwork,

Architect is he who suffers between the ideal and the
real. The early “ideal” form is often subjected to modifications because of
harsh conditions. This is the process of designing, From the ideas of the
concepiual phase is made a rough outfing in the schematic desin periad,
wihich, while going through the design development phase, becomes
compromised by technical and financial limitations. In the production of
construefion documents, it goes once more thraugh a pracess of erasure, and
finally, invits constnuction, brings about its finalized, realized form. During thase
process, which waf include & cooperation with engineers, the architect must
have a strategy which will decide what i give up and wwhat to maintain. One
can wonder what could have been the withstanding end of this particular
project

It goes wathout saying that a work of architecture shoukd
stand on a rational hases. Reasonable structures and functions are basic
necessary condibions for buildings, and a failure to meet these standards often
means incompetency. To be thoroughly rational and feasible, however, is not
merit. It's just that impractical buiklings showld be an object of contempt A true
virtue oF architecture can be found where the rationality is transcended by a
daring heart of passion. The new office of Jungiim Architecture is rational
indeed. And posions overcoming reason can be saeninthe detals of comers
and interior spaces.

This building, a5 fts main function is standard office space,
lacks in diverse plans. The approach of automobiles and pedestians is made
fram the east, from the 11m-wide road, There is also a separate entrance for
tha rent spaces in the northwest it connects directly to the underground,
where a public space, though obstructed by ofher bufldings in the currert
candition, is reserved for future use on the occaston of the adjacent road's
expansion. The method of placing & large columnin the middle ofthe entrance,
as the case of this huilding's eastem gate, used t be deemed improper, but in

the age of Post Modernism, it was often adopted (Robert Verturi's Guild House
for one}in order to manifest the disposal of past disciplines. ftmay have beena
practical restlt of the overal planning, butits presence is allthe more magified
by the use of strong color. The labby is relatively small in area but opens up to
The hexght of two stories, and its floor and most walis are finished with qypsum
boards with coating. The area’s absence of an art work, which disinguishes
the identity of so many lobbies in the Waestern buildings, Seems 1o be a natural
consequence in the ecoromic condition of 4 foreign aid, but is a peint to be
improved inthe near future.

The shape of the plan seeks to-obtain the most area out of
its site. The cellular duct ooring system, adjusted o the work stations, and the
ambient lightings placed according to the modufes characterizes its
machanical installations. A few furnitures are out of place from the apphed
modules, but this system, though a strict estabkshment was disabled by the
refatively small floar area and its bending shapes, has the polential to absorb
such vangtions. The horizontal windows of each floor provides a fing view to
both sitting and standing pesftions, Une particular thing abaut the celings coukd
be noted: In contrast to the ¢elling near the windows, which are finished with
panels, the ceting atthe core’s side remains uncovered, revealing structures of
expased concrate, Some refer to it jokingly as a symptom of financial
shoricomings, but it suredy is an odd touch. Ag the raception on such
‘unfinished’ style depends heavily upon each indhviduals tasts, it should be
constanth maniorad f the hfsifurs and potertial clients of Junglim Architestire
wail appreciate them,

The 11ih and 12h fiowrs, reserved for the staff mambers,
also has a speciat feature. The confingd atmosphers from the limited floor
$paces is avercome by incorparating the spaces of two floors in the southeast
Such hwaurious epening provides & large outlook into the city, and this sert of
method, that sign of transcending rationality, is what attracts the bulding's
visitors, A similar space is found in the Posco building, but to achieve sugh
effectwithin a small floor area requires determination, of othihe architect and
the lient {Thoughthe two, in this case, are presented as Junglim Architecture,
members of gach group are indeed different) The roof garden also provides a
pleasantrestspaceforthe employees.

The procedure of this project has been complately
documented, and provides an exemplary mode! for such task. Documers and
drawings of site analysis, proposals from the members, cost estimation,
material and mechanical installation system choosings are recorded and
arranged in order, These data, which is a clear proaf of the long and tahorious
process of architectural design, can be used to inform the client of the
architect’s meaninigful mie.

The new office of Junglim Architecture will be long
remembered as a ratianal and examplary prgject. Nat orly because it is the
headgoaners of one of the leading architecture fins of Korea, but because,
standing on an mportant positicn in an urhan context, it succeads in making
symbolic and practcaf use of its location.

Korcon Archirect 5902 D37
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St. Anne Nursery
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The Tradition of Theory in French Architecture and the Architecture uf 20th Century
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13 °On connall la lameuse discussion qui sest elevie entre Perradll, I'avteur du
paristyle di Lolvie, el Frangsis Blondel. I'suteur de la porte Saint-Denis. Ls
premier niait que 'archiecture tint 318 natures il 13 dénorminait un art fantasligue
et de pure invention. En essayant de réfuter cette opinion de Perraul, Francols
Blondel a emplove des stgumants si faibles qua la quesnon est restee &
résoudre, Cuand il m'est arivé de la rencuveler, je n'al trouve personne qui
m'ait repondu d'une maniére satisfasante. Jai enllevu au contraire qua des
hormmes instruit embrassaiant I'opinian de Parraok.” ibid. p. 51, fal 71.

2) Boullbe= 72|12 Mol B53 PME N HEoT oW HHFY SXp JTls RS
O] S0 HYE FHS BMSAE B 3 2ol MEEe CiS 20 AISHo Leurs
temiples ont une similituds frepparta; ils ont tous, & peu orés, la enBrne forme. 715
of Al [ g a4 2 83 Wik 25 0L 0= HEE, S 6|3 ¢1D wet ibid, p.
161 fol. 142,

B ihid. p. 119, fal. 136-171.

4} {La symdtea plaith, dit un grand hormmedtMontesquizul, (parca qu' elfe présents
I evidance et qua { Ame, qui cherche s2ns cesse 3 concevoir, embrasse et saist
2ans peina [ ensemble des nhiels quélle prasemte. ibid, p, 84-68, fol 79,

Bl ibid. p. 62, fol. 77. EEolA T2l H20| THZE Wi corpot Boullede| 23 &
Lol Wl gigie| MG iolr | sk
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