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When wa speak of reading’ architacturs, we are facusing on the
viewer's interpretation of the bullt object. itis a point of viewr that excludes the idea of
‘'creator. An architect 'writes' In two instances; one iswhen he explains his architectural
theory, which is peiformed through a deseriptive and logical way, second case iswhen
hewwites about another architect swiork, & criticisry, This is when he reads' architectire.
The former cage, whers one has towrite and explain about ong's ownwark, is, save for
educational purposes, basically admitting the failure of your effort as a piece of
architecture, since it was unsuccessful as its own form of language. When e read a
poerm, 1t is not the typography of the letters we look inte, but the thoughts on life that ke
between the lines. A post is never asked t explainbis poems, Nevertheless, they touch
the hearts of millions. Thoughts may vary according to each person's experiences. The
intentions of the craator may relatively be a casual style that can always be separated
from the work of art. The personal comprehensions of the viewsers transcend the arfist's
thoughts and point of views, and adds to the artistic potency of the work. As no set of
theories was appliedin the design of Xian, the ranga of what canbe said throughwortsis
very imited. Reticence here does nat imply & wily modive to create a sense ofthe mythic,
nying o present more hanwhat it actualyis. itis baged on the simple belief that a work of
architecture is authenticaly apprehended through, except for the direct experience of
actual visit the drawings and photographs, not words, In reading the drawings, one

M8 zi=remiz

should take into account that Xian is a renovation project that is located in & residental
area, and focus on the shifts on sections. My works, including this-ane, were nat products
of sudden inspirations or singular ideas. They are ereated through going over various
akternatives and long process of development, Students of architecture should
acknowledge this reality and refrain from reductive analyses. Architecture is morethan a
few logics. A rich space is not construcied from expensive matenals. Economic factors
shoukd nat be dorminant in the evaluation of architecture. The architectural value of Xianis
only heighten with the experianice of its usars and the various opiions it may generate.
Theywill enrichthe cullural atmosphere and provide visions for our future, which, mtum,
vl buid a firm hasis for betterworks.

Locatian 9310, Chungdam-duong, Kangnan-gu, Seoul
District Classification Resiciertial District

SiteArea 415600+

Buildingfvea 2054 m¢

TotalHoorArea 5144307

Building CoveragePaio 57.83%

GrossFioorRatin 104.51%

Stories 2 Stories, 1 Basement Hoor

ProjectArchitects Hong Sung-hoon, Chang Gy-tae, Bu Sang-hoon, Park Jun-ku
IerorDesin Park Eun

Bectrical Instaliaion Hanyang Electronics
MecharicalInstallation Sarryung installations
Seucwnal Design Hana Engineerings

Construction Park Sae-young, Todan Engineerings
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Along the show windows of Rodso Strest
located across the road from Galleria Department Store,
various iteme are displayed in brilliant, fancy design.
Show window is a private and public space where corm-
munication and value exchangs occur. However, the
show windows atong Roden Street of Abkujung bear
meaning beyond traditional understanding of private or
public space.

Through the transparent glass of Rodeo
show windows, we can see fragmenits of our contempo-
rary history such as the New Community Movernent, thej
National Charter for Education, the Revitalizing Reforms
and so on. We, also, can see ourselves suppressed by
such images and symbols. We can see our distrupted
faces, the deformed faces oppressed by symbols derived
from inferior hybridization of our Confucian tradition and
Western modernism, reflected on the clear glass. Inside
the transparent glass of Rodeo Street, there exist frag-
ments of our miserable contermporary history and these
fragments reflect ourselves in many different angles.

Duplicated teenagers of Albkujung befieve
that a part of Europe or some space in North America had
been cut off and attached to the mulberny field near Han
River and that one day all of sudden Abkujung-deng
came to be. Therefore, they deny its existence within the
flowr of our history, Such denial may make the daily rou-

tine within the space called present two dimensional
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space where time does not exist~ more passionate, but at
the same time, it makes the routine exist in disintegrated
fragments of broken tirme. Duplicate teenagers desire to
existin flat space of present, and this signifies their giving
up of long linear time. We have experience of cut off his—
tory whether it was caused by voluntary/forced or
inner/external factors, Cut off history signifies cut off ime
and cut off time again signifies cut off language that fails
to be completed, For these reasons, our genaral con-
sciousness/unconscicusness partially lost its ability to lin-
early assembile the before and aftar refationship of histo—
ty, time and language.

Present of Abkujung is that which has
broken away from long line of time. In other words. the
present of Abkujung is not that which is in past-present-
future line. Rather it is only a fragment among the mary
pieces derived from breaking and disintegrating the line.
Within such fragrnented presant, there is no tomorrow.
This is because the present of Abkujung exists in tran-
scended present or in transcended reality and it is cut off.
In transcended present, reality can not exist. Likewise, the
images and symbols of Abkujung do nat have corre-
sponding actuality. The images can not form based on
reality, because, the space, Abkujung, itself, has broken
away from the space of presert and Abkujung, itself, fol-
lows a model of hypothetical present. Therefore, hypo-
thetical being in the space of Abkujung becomes reality.
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Hyuk, Ukm, Abkujung-dong : Suppressed histery and
aesthetics of children.

After being requiested to write critique for
Xian, [felt it is difficult 10 evaluate the concerned building,
though it is located in Chungdam-dong, without mention
of Abkujung-dong. As | always have done, to evaluate the
wiork based on its cortext, | will have to discuss not only
physical but also sosial, cultural background of
Chungdam-dong, and in doing so, its relationship to
Abkujung-dong will surely came up. Quoted writing
above had been written in 1992, and as | recall, it was
when Chungdam-dong region where Xjan is located was
less commercialized. During the six years since then, fancy
buildings have lined up along the big main street of
Chungdam-dong, and even the small roads of the block
branching out frorm the main strest have beei incredibly
commercialized. It was already 3 or 4 years ago when |
heard people talking about a caf called Haruae situated in
the same block as Xian, amazed at how crowded it was
despite its disadvantageous location. Recent visits to Xian
and its neighborhood made me realize the axtent to which
commercial buildings have eaten into the district as point
siructures,

Culture fragment that has settled and developed
Through newly developed buildings in
Chungdam-dong area, | see some characteristics of
Abkujung-dong partially existing, vet at the same time, |
discover new different aspects. Still this is definitely the
place where foreign culture arives eardier than any other
place in our country, When sitting at a caf there, we almost
have illusion that we are at a caf in New York, not Seoul.
Young people coming in and oui of this area mostly look
wvery chic as if they just popped out of a fashion magazine.
Probably even 5~6 years ago, such features did exist.
What has newly besn discovered recently is that the pre-
sent of the place with unknown nationality that seemed
will have no tomorrow has becorne that tormorrow. Thers
still are fragmentary places that make us feel we have
entered a false image. However, Xianis a place that repre-
sents an aspect of newly settled and developed culture,
The Abkujung-dong generation that caused rmuch con-
cern and worry as described in the guoted writing above
have escaped from the days they worshipped Suh Tagji
and have matured to some degree. As result, the places

that accommodate them have also matured. Rather than
unconditionally expeliing Abkujung culture, we need the
will to optimistically develop it, since it is a culturs that has
already satfled among many of our young generation.
From following waiting, | especially fike the part that says if
we are to discuss about Us, shouldnt we start of f with our-
selves prasent here? Such attitude is required not only in
avaluating Abkujung but also in understanding our culiure
in general. Foreign things enter Abkujung-dong fast. In
actuality, Japanaese civilization is readily passed onto this
ares in one week, aither through satellite broadeasting or
through someone coming from there. People say the lat-
est consurner goods and the newest fashion are all gath-
ered there. However, the capitalistic system in internation-
&l scale that seems to concentrate in urban areas has creat-
ed such space in many various places and has brought
about mixed culiure and confusion. YWhat does it mean
now for us to persist in our essential qualities? One profes-
sor once claimed |t is beiter to cheer at Suh Taaji than at
New Kids on the Block. This may sound na ve but ii does
have a point. If we are to discuss about us, shouldnt we
start off with ourselvas present here? If we try to find not
westernized paculiar us when we have already been as
westernizaed ascan be, we who have barely escaped long
colorial situation would once again be isolated. We should
not stand still drowning in regressing nationalism. Hae-
Chung Cho, Views on Abkujung Space © Toward Culture-
Political Practice

Such matured Chungdam—dong spaces
probably can not have escaped totally from foreign influ-
ence, howsver, we can not deny the fact that what we
had worried about 5~6 years ago has setiled and newly
developed from there. Xian ir that respect is an example
of case where a part of culture transplanted in former
days is settling.

Fusion of East and West

From the beginning stage of its planning, |
have occasionally been infonmed of its progress and thus,
Xian was not an unfamiliar project to me. The architect
who desigried Xian, Mr. Dae~Jin Bu, is the father of one of
my close juniors, Sang-Hoon. The two men along with
r. Bus sacond son and his wife also were involved in this
praject. Tha client was a friend of his second son. This pro-
ject was planned notto imitate some restaurant in another



country but to accord with the outcome of current foreign
and domestic food culture analysis, | heard that the client,
since he were young, has been dreaming of such place
and business. The menu Kian provides, itself, is food of
fusion style that joined the western with the eastern. Past
few vears, fusion style foods have also attracted interests
abroad. The fusion restaurant of traditional Korgan and
wastern foods that Jung-Mi Gh has been running suc-
cassfully in News York can be one example. After graduat-
ing art school in Korea, Jung-Mi Oh started the studies of
cooking. As a chef widely known for the aesthetics and
perfarmance of her cacking as well as the taste, she, |
believe, is the artist that has most effectively publicized
Korean culiure to the world. Prior to Korean food, | had
seen fusion of Vietnamese and French foods and that of
Chinese and Japanese foods. Such phenomeanon shows
that eastern culture is becoming more actively known t©
the West and at the same time, that characteristics of a
regional culture is becorming internationalized.

Returning to discussion of Xian, Xian may
be considered one of the places where regional culture
and world culiure have most actively come together. ltis a
project where the western culture mingles with Abkujung
cufture and general regional cultures of Korea. Such char-
acterigtic is well portrayed in the food and the architecture.
Particularty, the basic setting of its architectural design
starts off with consideration of the district, In order to sep-
arate the building from the residence across the street, the
design provided an iron plate wail on the fa ade. This wall
rather than disregarding and cutting off the residence
across stays conseious of the counterpart, absorbing light
during the day and leaking out the light at night.
Regarding basic composition, also, the design accepied
the typical residential space of the existing house. It is
amazing that, even o0, no one can imagine what it was
like before. All the betier, if the existing house were a
denationalized building (though buildings built solely for
commercial purpose might be a part of aur tradition
nov), the new design well utilizes the concept of our tra-
ditional space by more directly connecting the courtyard
with the interior, At the same time, it well transfers the
regional culture of Abkujung. Through long stairs one
enters the restaurant and before he steps down 1o reach
the main dining area, he gets the fecling that everyone is
looking at him. The cireunstance intended is to ses and to

be seen. Design concept explains the entrance as a stage
where nicely dressed custorner gets a chance to show off
his ar her fashion and people can have a peek. However,
such cuttural phenomenon is described as follows in Lee
Soon Wons There is no exit in Abkujung. Popular cafes
of Abkujung are spacas to show oneself off and atthe
same time, ta view the others. Exposures and furtive
glances intersect naturally. The reason caf s and restau-
rants emphasize bright interior lies here, Not understand-
ing such intention of design, | falt very uncomforta

Expansion of client class

Anather reason for welcoming recent
increase in the well designed commercial buildings such
as Xian is that it provides opportunity for the general pub-
lic to have interest in architecture even in unintended situ-
atien{even when having meal). Furthermore, itis
extremely desirable that wider class of people acquire
interest in architecture and become architects themsehves
to move on from the days when architectural clients were
limited to just gavernment, public offices or privileged
upper class. What | found interesting while reading wiit
ings on Abkujung-dong was that, though they were writ-
teryin peint of culiural sociclogy, the writings often men-
tiored about spaces. | believe this is because in our mass
culture the region that first opens its eves architecturally is
Abkujung-dong. Rather than blindly criticizing Abkujung
culture, we need to realize the importance of properly
developing i, | trust Xian will becorne a good precedsnt.

Upon receiving interview text

Right after urgently finishing above wit-
ing, lreceivad the text of interview with Professor Jung-
keun Dong through fax. My writing was based on few
talks with SangHoon during process of design and 2-3
mindte additional explanation over phone. The rest was
purely my personal views thought out independently. The
imterview text, howaver, was amazingly similar to ry writ-
ing and | felt the urge 1o revise my text. Just now, [ read
above writing once again. There was no intention to cri-
tigue nicely about the praject. And | reconfirmed that there
is nothing mere to add or correct 1o the fact that Xian is a
smart architecture that well expresses the cultural situation
it Is at.
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Report on the Eighth Asian Congress of Architects
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ARCASIA ACA-8 Programme(8" Asian Congress of Architects, Srilanka 10~14" Nov. 1998)

LT

. i Tea/Lunch
Date: Type of Mesiing Time Wenue Vonue and Tims
10" Mo Fellowship Meeting 9:00 am - Gregory Room M/ Tea 10:30~10:45 am
ARCASIA 5:00 pm
CAA Weeling 530 pm - Gregory Room Lunch - on Golder Pond
................... 730 pm Fram 1:00 pm te 2:00pm
Office Bearers Meating 5:00 pm - Fegency Roomn Afterncon Tea 3:30--3:48pm
CARCASIA. 6:00 pm R
Mesting International 6.30 pm - Regancy Room
Qrganizations ARCASIA 7230 pm
Weleome Cocktail T30 pm Cn Golden Pond
Fellowship Dinner 8:00 pm Nobelesse-Trans
Asia
11" N Inauguration of ARCASIA 9:00 am - Crystal Room M/Tea - 10:30 - 10:45 am
o Council Meeting 10:00 am
ACAZIA Council Mesting 10:30 am = Crystal Room Lunch on Gelgen Pond
(Group Phote) 5:00 pm 1:00pm 10 2:00pim
ACAE Mesting 14:30 am - Gragory Room Afternoon Tea 3:30 - 3.45 pm
(Group Photo) 6200 pm
Deans & Heads of Arch, 2:00 pm - Regency Room
Institutions & Universities £:00 pm
SAARCH Council Meeting £:30 pm - Gregory Room
... {Group Photo} 8:30pm. -
Cocktails 7:30 pm Cn Geolden Pond
12" Nov ACASIA Council Meeting 8:00 am - Crystal Room M¢Tea 10:30 - 10:45 arn
Contd. 4:30pm
ACAE Meeting Contd. 9140 am - Gre\gclr\,-r Boom Lunch On Geldsan Pond
3:30 pm L 1.00pmiwc2.00pm
Inauguration Congress 500 prn - BMICH Main Afternoon Tea 1:00- 2:00
ACA-B 9:30 pm Auditorium pm
Cocktail Buffet 9148 pm - Cn Golgen Pond
13" Now Inguguration 9:00 am Crystal Roorn i/ Tea 10:30 - 10:45 am
Asian Congress of 9:15 am - Crystal Foom Lunch Roof Top
Architects - Sagsions 1045 am 1:003prm - 2:00pm
Mahaweli Marine 10:45 am Crystal Room
Fresentation 11:00 arn
ARCASIA Students Prizes- B:00 am S ELLA Auditorium
Judging 12noon o )
Cockiail 7:30 pm i Sapphire Ballroom
i Intercontinental
14" Nov nauguration 9:00 am Crystal Room M Tea 10:30 - 10045 am
Asian Congress of 816 am - Crystal Roorn Lunch - Roof Tap
Arghitects - Sessions 500 pm 100 - 2:00pm o
Aanka Glass Prasentation 10:48 am ~ Crystal Room Afternoon Tea 3130 - 3:4% pm
11:00 am
Award of Students Prizes 8:30 pm ~ Show Boat
9:30 pm
Fellowship Mighy Dinnsr 830 pm Roof Top Ballroom
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