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A Church Open Up to the Sky

Across the lake from the site is
placed the Hwangsung Park, with thick growth of
pine trees and oak frees. Just beside the site, how-
ever, is a roadway with neither trees nor pedestri-
an way, where monotonous buildings and wag-
ons make a disordered formation. fthas beenlong
since it ceased to be a place of welcome and
warmmth, This extremely contrasting characteristic
of the land was dealt with a proper expressionistic
means of architecture.

To diminish the undesirable
images of its surrounding, a rather long
approaching road, perfarming as a buffering tool
1o rmake the changes gradual, was planned. To
create an inner garden with calm atmosphere,
protection against the noises of the passing road
was required, and was provided by the use of
free-standing walls and towers that are connectad
with the main volume of the building. This enclos-
es a space of tranquility, and with the addition of a
few architectural devices, defines the church open
up tothe sky.

Circulation from the building' s
entrance to the main chapel is divided into two:
the stairway for most people and an elevator for
the aged. The Interior of the chapel, with a striking
contrast beiween volumes and light, delivers an
atrnosphers of the sublime and the intimate. The
light fatls deep into the chancel through a top fight,

The terrace and roof garden of the
upper leveis are open to the river and the park,
and function as spaces for gathering, In the roof
garden, used as an cutdoor auditorium and rest
area, one carn enjoy the vista that has not been fui-
Iy given in the inside. The problem of acquiring
enough parking spaces. the usual with church
architecture, was sclved by utilizing the neighbor-
ing riverside parking zone with a capacity of 200
automabiles.

Rathsr than creating a symbolical
figure of holiness and authority, my intention was
to form harmory between the location beside the
river and sacred images of a boat - alluding to
Noah's ark -, a crown and a cross, ulimately pre-
serting it as an expression grounded inreal life.

Location 1-21, Sunggun-dong, Cly of Kyungju, Kyungbuk Province

District Classification Residential District, Height-Restriction Areaf25m)

Siehrea 849000

BuildingArea 42861 ne

TotalFoor Area 149921 0¥

Building CoverapeRatio 5048%

Gross BoorRatio 137.12%

ProjectArchitects Kim.Jung-woo, Lee Chang-hoon

Staries 4 Stories, 1 Basemert Aoor

Structre Reinforced Concrete

Height 1940m

Major Types of Installation Fanel Heating System, Package UnitAir CondifioningEsterior
Fuishings Walls - Brick, Drivi; Roof - Stone Tiles Over Mortar

Imerior Finishings Floors - Terraza Ties; Walls - Handyeoat, Ceiling - Oregon Ar Luber
LamdscapeArea 60417
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The last time | saw architect Son Myung-
Moon in Kyungju was almost 10 years ago. Observing his
architectural practices in his hometown, after the educating
period in Seoul, one cannot resist the feeling of a simuliane-
ous hope and anxiety. Hope is in the fact that he axerts him-
seff to the gradual development of small city s urban condi-
tions, often neglected by competent architects: Anxiety
stems from his isalated position, disconnected from architee-
tural stirnuli which could induce dogmatic or slothful atiuds.
This criticism may well be read as an encouragerment and
advice to the architect, thraugh his recent work, the Seorabul
Chureh. The number of works he has produced is not a
small one; a street in Kyungju may be nicknamed ‘Street of
Son Myung-Moon' , since his wark can be seen quite fre—
guently. These buildings, which achieved a certain level of
architectural value, are his expressions from and within the
City of Kyungju. Improving its urban environment, they are
an object of joy to both the architect and the citizens.

But an architect’ s vision of architecture, as
500N as it begins to be content with itself and thus becoms
rigid, tends to degrade into regressive, insipid and endless
repetitions, Life of an architect is doemed, if vou put it that
way, 1o one of ceaseless struggle 1o top oneself, what he/she
has praviously done. The influence a creative architect can
hava on a regional city is bayond the usual expectation. One
can find proof of such in the various buildings of Kyungju
that are built in Son’ s style but by other hands. But the
cityscape of suich copied works is not a pleasart one: formal
elemeants, space and color stand ol of context from the city,
and contarminate the urban environment even more than the
‘normal” architecture, i.e. those uninfluenced by Son' s
works. It is quite ronic that Son has no other choice than to
be responsible to these negative consegusnces, But why
should he? In a city of rather uncultivated architectural taste,
he has chosen a strategy to present shocking forms, unex-
pected spaces and expressionistic colors, stimulating the
eyes of the citizens with an ultimate end to modify their aes-
thetical minds. It can be said that these have enjoyed a strate-
gical success. By pioviding something more than the
demands and expectations of the clisnt, Son has become
well known among the city s peopie, not to mention those
engaged in the field of architecture, both regional and across
the nation.

But these so - called success does not nec-
essarily secure his accornplishment as a true architect, It isr t
even a safe proof of his wiling and affectionate contribution
to the architecture of his horne town. Clisnts now have the
preditection for “unusual” buildings, and ask Son only of
those that stand out among others. In this social machanism
of economic repetition, isr t Son losing sdge in his pursuit of
meaningful architecture? A few hundred meters from the
Seorabul Church stands an office building also designed by
Son. Through the process of his previous work, he is well

ETTE TS

acquaintad with the conditions of the site, it s limitations and
possibilites. Though the natural setting is beautiful, it is cur-
rently abandoned, maintaining a strange position between
rural and urban atmesphere. He is quite sure what to do with
it Looking out to the park across the river, itwould becarme a
path of nature, providing an ideal space for pedestrian s
mieditation.

Seorabul Church is one quite different from
others. The norm of this building type, aspecially in the
regional areas, is one of Basilican plan, with a cross over a
pointedtower. The architect here presents the city with & new
type of church, itis also of a form with religious connotations,
through the abstraction of the Ark or sacred crown. With
modernized volume and functions, it inherits a traditional val-
ue, one that is open up to the sky.

The main border of the site with the road,
now busy with speeding vehicles, is dealt with a free — stanc-
ing wall, which has an opening to the path approaching the
church. This road naturally extends itself to the court of the
church. But the prablam starts then. The extrerne height of
the wall secludss ore cormpletely from the outside, and leave
a choice only to go into the ¢hursh, The second and third
floors are linked continuously through a stainway, which is
connected 1o an outdoor tarrace where you can finally have a
wview out to the eity. The visual and physical circulation sys—
tems of the church are separated from each other: Where
movement continues, the vista disappears: As a vision
pleases the eye, carporeal circulation ceases. A desfrable
cityscape is not provided by the mere gesture of looking.

To hecome a church rocted in the commu-
nal life, it is required to be both open and highly approach-
able. Thoughtful architects has strived to achieve this ideal
aspect of a church, but problems in management, such as
preventing it from becoming a refuge to troubled youths, has
nat baen met with satisfactory solutions. i1 the case of this
church, as in almost every other instances, reality has pre-
vailed over ideal: t ended up with & stronger concem for an
effective managerment.

The architect cornprehends the architectural
program of a church in dichotomic terms of ‘main space vs.
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servics space | or the holy v, the secularized . The former,
usually the main chapel space, is securad by a closed struc-
ture, whereas the latter such as the lobby terraces are
axposed and open. Sacred spaces are finished with hard
bricks, when lobbies remain light and open by use of drivit-
covered structural frames, A system of cortrasting aspects in
terms of material, structure and form, such as closedness vs.
apenness, color vs. the uncolored and stereotomic vs. tec-
tonic, pervades the overall space with a tift of 30 degrees. The
concept Lp tothis point is reasonabie and original,

His intention of Lging dual systems through
out, howaver, is not without weaknesses. First of all, 2 clear
distinction and consistency among the two system are
ahsent, Farmal proportion of the skeleton frame, finished
with drivit, is also not properly thought out. The over expo-
sure of cartilever beams overshadowsits principle 2 an ele-
ment consisting the frame of the building. Since the two sys—
terns lack strong distinction end arrangement, the intermedi-
ate spaces between them also display ambigucus aspects.
As the diffarent systems collide directly with each other,
instances of disharmony appear through absence of buffer-
ing zones: An exarmple that comes to mind 15 the skeleton
frarne hovering above the room ertering the main chapel,
which reduces the spatial characteristic of the lobby and
blocks the view toward the outside city. Comprehending the
lobby as a third system might havs achieved befter results.,
What Son has set as art architectural objestive to this church
is thoroughly right and meaningful, and evidence of his
efforts 1o achieve such goals can be seen in many instances.,

HIEHAR

The introduction of natural light inte the educational Tacility
and parking spaces in the basement floor vatilizes its use,
while the inner court delivers an urban atmesphere. The
arrangement of light in the main chapel curiously reminds
one of Antoine Predock, which is also true of the outdoor ser-
vice space on the roof. The steel strustures symbelically
stand for the religious as well s the worldly. These examples
are truly successful atternpts in themselvas, but this does not
act to overcome its overall vaguaness. This result does not
seem to be one of intenion: It is rather an effect of discord,
an outcome of sach fragment s highly anxious expressive-
ness. Searabul Church can be viewed as one in a series of
his recent works that include House of Gampo and the Office
of Hyungok-myun. Thase three works have different fune
tions and site situations, thus share no basic architectural
proposition. Butin terms of applied material, sxecution of
details and symbuolical forms, they show a discreet connec-
tion, House of Gampa is & cormmercial facility for recreation,
its natural surrounding and functional program seeking a
romantic, even festive quality. On the other hand, the Office
of Hyungok-myun is a public service fecility for the regional
residonts, Henee it shares Seorabul Church’ s aim for open-
ness and approachahility, and have answered this demand
notwithstanding its radical formal features. Itis in this respect
that that work can be valuable as a presentation of an alterna-
tive style in govemment administration buildings. This, how-
avar, is not the case with Seorabul Church. First, unlike othe
ers, it has a religious program, and is located within the city.

Since it is his rmost recentwaork to date, com-
pleted after the experiences of cther works, we cannot but
expect something more from it thanthe preceding ores. The
result was rather discouraging: it had too much elements
repeated from the past works. Too many elermental voices
could add up in dlarmour. To benefit the culture of a city with
such long history, one should choose not & various set of
chimes but simple tone of a heavy ringing, one such the
Emilae Bell of Kyungju Museumn coutd render. The writings
on the Bell ¢outd be telling’

Its form stands tall as a mountain, its rnging
sounds like that of & dragon, emitting as high as the end of
the world, and as deep as the core of the earth. Those who
see wil be in awe, thase who listen will be blessed.

The architecture of Son, charged with
curiosity and lave towards Kyungju, and of course, architec-
ture iself, now faces a challenge against iiself to be revital-
ized. It is riow the time to overcome the extravagance of ele-
mants and construct a new wholeness within a modest
expressian. To achieve this goal, one must have the will to
get over the worldly lures and pursue his/her pure and pri-
mary concepts throughout the whols designing process.
Only through these efforts will Son surpass the boundaries
of Kyungju and the ragion, and become an architect ina
fue sense of the word,
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