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Location 8-3 Chunnung-dong, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul
frea Classification Rasidence Area, Reserved for

Educational Faciities

SiteArea G560

BuldingArea 2080 wf

Tatal Roorfres 6,929 %

Swries 55toves, 1 Basement Aoor

Stuemre Reinforced Concrete

MaiorFmetions Performance  hall,  International

Conference Center, Exhibition Hall,
Cafeteria, Lacture Hall, Research
[aboratony

ExteriarFinishings Retl Brick, h-beam, Glass Block
Imerior Finishings Red Brick, Grante

EEAE B Photographer | Park Young-Chea
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Seoul City University is the first educational insti-
tute, established and managed by the City of Seoul. 3inceitisagov-
ernmental establishment, its objectives of research and education
shouid be in coherence with those of the nation, sharing -its pra-
grammes and achisvements with the City. For this positive role, a
meadium betwesn the Univarsity and the City bacame necessary,
which will implement cuitural observations and become a
multi-useful figld for parformances, lacturas, exhibitions and irter-
national activities. Thus came the opportunity 1o design a Culure
Centar for Seoul City University. Its location was in the southem end
of the Campus, & angular site adjacent to a Bm-wide road on the
northern border. To the narth of the site was the green plaza, stu-
dent s hall and the auditorium, which provided a good visia, and 1o
the south a middle school outside the University. The main
approach was from the Bm-wide road, whereas the path connected
to the west was for the citizens and thet linked to the east was for the
University s stdents. The layaut of major functional spaces
depended heavily upon the availability of good views. The north
side, where a rather pleasant view was present, was occupied by
lecture halis and research labs. Inner-orientad spaces such as the
perfornnance hakt, international conference room, exhibition hall
and museum ware placed on the south to black the noise and
Urwanted views from the outside, The entrance for the students
and citizens were mads separately in the first floor, where educa-
tional, research spaces and public cultural spaces ware divided with
necessary connections. The |ower part of the building houses the
exhibition hall, cafeteria, resting area, performance hall, irternatior—
al canference hall and serinar rooms, which could encourage the
active use of the ¢itizens. The upper portion was sechuded from this
volume, where the lecturs halls and research labs are located.

Considearing the unigue features of a University
facility, different from those of regular comimercial buildings, it
readed a facade that was indifferent to ephemeral fads and instead
held imelesas valus. In had to be maintained within tight budget, and
the ervelope should be in harmony with the rest of the Campus.

The overall mass was designed in a way that
would not obstruct the view from the green plaza, and its surface
was cavered with red bricks that coincides with those of other
neighboring buildings. Forthe citizen's entrance of the west, a stair-
way in the form of a cirgLlar shaft was provided, which acted as a
pole against the wavering wall that stoad behind it.

The walls of the first floor s hall, where a great
number of citizer s usage is expected, was finished by red bricks
like its outsida. The entrance and the hall is direetly connectad to the
outdoor resting area, which together in sequence presents a sense
of openness, Tha third floor, connectad 1o the first and second
floors, was provided with a side window that invited the bright sun-
light which fills the indeor space. The cellings of the fifth floor also
has opanings that heightans the effects of lighting and ventifation.

This Cuiture Center will be sndowed with various
meaningful data of the City and its cuitures. Its arranged cuitural her-
itage will in turn aspire new resaarches in refated fields. The City offi-
cials and company managers will have better command of these
acadermic results, and return impontant achisvements of their own.
A interrelational cooperation between the students, professors, citi-
zens, comparies and the government will surely produce satisfac-
tory outcomeas for every participants, and add to the proud record of
the University,
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Culture Center of Seoul City University
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Woo Shi-yong may be called one of the
principle architects of Korea in two respects, For ong, he has
been a practicing architect for the last 27 years, since his
graduation from college, continuously devoting himself to
the dasign of architectural works. While his first 15 years of
practics is in cose relation to the late renowned architect Kim
SooKeun and his office Space, the latter part may be called
the period of self-establishrment. Putting by the many trends
and changes in Korean architecture since tha 1970s, the con-
stant style of Woo is no [ess a reason 10 earn him the name

AlRLH SEHRE

of a principle architect. His professional record is in accor-
dance with the general paths of architacts from Space, which
is one of the strong forces of this country's field of architae-
ture, ltis not surprising that he himself has compared the two
periods of his career to the roat and brariches of a tree, While
most architeets from the B0s began to construct architectural
languages of their own, Woo has distancad himself froim this
fad of discriminative experimments, He instead exerted hirm-
sell 1o the task of valuing and modifying the principles of the
70 s architecture, which was dominant at least to the people
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of Space. Considering Korean Modernism through Kim
Soo-Keln and Space, it is inevitable to view Woo Inthe same
critical frame. Another reason why Woo's work ocoupy the
status among this country’s principle work can be found in its
characteristic itself. After departing from Space in 1985, he
has independently produced a good nurmber of works: the
Civic Certter of Kwangmyung(86) and Songtan{(88), the sta-
tions for Seoul Subways No.8 and No.7(80, 92, respective-
Iy}, the Second Cutbuilding of Kwangmyung(91), the City
Hall of Kuri(93), and the Northern Welfare Center for the
Disabled{98). The most recent work is the now-open Cuttural
Center of Seoul City Univarsity. A body of his architactural
works has baen public centers, open to the use of various
people. This recent work also lies in connection to this path,
once again proving the architect s knowledge and experi-
ences in this specific type of architecture, which, due to its
forrmal features, irrational aspects, and difficulties in dealing
with the government offices, is not such an sttractive project
for an architect.

It is important to recollect, in the criticism of
the Culture Canter, the status of Woo as ong of the principle
architects of Korea. In Korean architecture, criticism usually
has two tendencies: the first is a journalistic one, which is
focused on presenting an architect s new work; the second
criticiam broadeans its object, from a work of architecture toa
field that includes that work and the architectural institution,
the social backgrounds that create such work. In the latier
casa, the criticism is not so mugch an intrinsic critigue but a
exterior ong to architecturs. This critizism belongs to the for-
rmier case, but whereas most of this kind, espedially those
concerned with housing projects and small-scale buildings,
and up viewing the work as a direct equivalent to the archi-
tect, considering it as a mere projection of his artistic spirits,
here the center of analysis is the intention of the architect and
its working process into an actual material form. Roland
Barthes has replaced the object of literary criticism, froma
work 1o atext, emphasizing the creative and indspendent role
of the critic or the reader. Applying this to architecturs, a
building no longer functions as a reification of intentions by
some or some peoples: it is a field of seff-generating, con-
taining various forms of life through time.

The transition from a work to a text signifies
a change of function in the reprasentations of architactural
form and space. When a church is reformed into atheater, its
cross ceases 1o represent the reverence of man to God. On
the other hand, a small cross on a commescial building. laid
by the people of the church which oocupies one of s floors,
does not revive the meaning of a cross on the tower of @
Gothic church. Since the 83s, emerging Korean architscts
began to discard the meanings inherited in architectural
forms. It was an attitude sarcastically scorning the
Fostmodern tendencies, and returning to the belief of
Mademn period on the autonomy of architectural forms. The
negative stance toward repressntation in Woo's Culture
Center shares this opinion, but with a difference’ while the
other architects seek new forms through material, structural
and tectonic aspects, Woo remains constantly faithful to his
owm architectural language.

The Culture Center is located in the
SoUtheast and of the Campus of Seoul City University, 5 sto-
ries high, with a basement floor. The usual entrance in a

campus layout displays a broad road towards its care, which
is the main half or the lbrary. What strikes the sight of the vis-
itor to Seoul City University, however, is the curious absence
of @ string axis. The heart of the campus is a rectangular plaza
surrounded by buildings, whosa southern edge is where the
Culture Center sits. Following the road in the south of the
plaza, extended in the sast-west direction, a wavering brick
wall without any openings appears, which ig followed by a
block with smaoth angles. This is the Culture Center, whaose
features are erased of any signs of authorial exprassion,
except for green H-beams used as window frames. Its
entrance is made on the north facade, in slightly deceniral-
ized posilion, which can be read as an intertion to avoid sym-
metry. The Center is largely divided into 3 paris: the first vol-
urne includes the exhibition hall, the cafeteria, and the inter-
national conference room: the second has the lecture halls
and research laboratories: and the perfarmance halt and the
musaum are housed in the third. Whila the first and third
rrasses function as a cuttural public space for the citizens of
Seoul, the second one is preserved for educational and
research purposes.

Tha principles of composition in Waao' s
works can be summarized in two. The first comes from a
comparative anabysis of its plan and exteriors, which leads io
a conalusion that it is the mass itself, rather than lines and
planes, that acts as a datum for the compesition of forms.
The logic behind the structuring of masses is found in the
functions of each roorn and the characteristics of the units
formed by the jeiring of rooms. The determination of the
unit's features are directly projected to its envelope,
Sacondly, the spaces of stairways, halls, installation shafis
are manhifested as an autonomous form, connecting the
articulated volumes or emphasizing cartain parts. The break-
ing down of the overall volume is apparent in the works from
his days at Space, such as the Seoul Club(78}, and is found
through out his career: for instance, Ramada Renaissance
Hotel(84), the Civic Certter of Songtan, and the Dormitory for
Isan Textle Manufactures(21). The method of exposing of
stairways and other elements can be seen in the Regional
Adrministration Center(79), the City Hall of Kaswangmyung,
the Naticnal Scientific Investigation Research Ceriter(86),
and the Civic Centat of Kwangmyung. Thess two principles
are linked to the object of reprasentation ar the intention itself,
that his architectural forms direct to. In other words, the vol-
umes are not containers of symbols, producing meanings
through the cultural conventions. He does not insist that cer-
tain forrms corraspond to some elements of traditional archi-
tecture, Neither would he define a form with values such as
fermininity, A round column does not approach the viewer
through symbols but rather in a perceptual way: it eases the
edginess of a rectangular form.

Alan Colgquhoun has defined a distinetion
betwaen figure and form: the former refers to a shape
whose meaning is suggested by cultural codes and ideas,
while the latter is an autonomous one free from analogies 1o
objacts outside of architecturs. In form, meanings stem from
the intrinsic principles and order of architectural composition.
Colguhoun goes on to suggest that Postonodern architecture
sought to restore the figure, which was discarded by Modern
miovements. This opinion had a desp impact on Korea inthe
80s, from which Woo nevertheless maintained & critical dis-



tance. This also means that he is still under the influence of
Space and Kim SooKeun. We should mote that the funda-
mental differances batween the two masters of Korean
Madern architecture, Kim Soo-Keun and Kim Joong-Ub, lies
intheir contradictory recognition on the issues of reprasenta-
tion. KimJoong-Ubwas inarguably affactad by Le Corbusier,
who was fascinated by the forms of ships and airplanas, and
used them in deriving architectural forms. For him, form, or
more precisely, figure, gains power through polysemy,
referring to some existing thing. Fram the viewer s paint of
view, what is important is not the experience of perception
itself but the cognitive object comprehended via the experi-
ence. Onthe contrary, for Kim Soo-Keun, who leamed of the
Wastarn Modernization through the medium of Japan, form
should be free from cultural and social connotations of
Foreign origin. This is all the more apparent since there were
debates on “Japanese aspects” of his works. Gaing through
these unproductive controversies, it is quite imaginable that
he became 1o prefer farms of self-regulation to those which
are heavily soaked in cultural backgrounds. Many architects
from Space has then came up with architectural languages
of their own, but it could be said that this basic thought en
form remains intact among them. What distinguishes Weoo
from these other architects is the coherence with which he
revallies the works of Space and himsalf.

His works, including the Culture Center,
however, has the risk of being deamed, by thase who are
opposed to the Modern Moverment, a retro product of fure-
tionalism. The way functional features bacome linked direct-
iy to form of tha volume may act as aproof that a principle of
achieving wholeness from the overall composition is relative-
ly weak. The green H-beams and lines of the window frames
are more sacondary additions than indispensibls elements,
which was also the cese with the horizontal lines that go
through the volume of Kwangrmyung City Hall, The unfortu-
nate fact that the open lobbies of the first, second and third

more ragrettable since it clearly shows that the principle of
indoor composition, like that of the exterior, has been altered
by partial logics of function. The curtain walls that cover the
second and third floors, irrespective of its unlinked indoor
spaces, has a striking effect on its outside viewers, but dimin-
ishes its logical, visual power of mass composition. Also, in
an age when architects start to ask ontological meanings of
materials, could his constant preferenca for red bricks be
something more than an abstinate obsession since his days
at Space?

The Culture Center, a sort of hybrid betwesn
public cultural spaces for the citizens of Seoul and a space of
education for the University's students, has once been called
General Lecture Hall, discarding its function of cultural activi-
ties, and is now renarned as Hall of Natural Science, empha-
sizing its role as research center for professors and students.
While the first alternation facad no resistance from its arbi-
trary Lisars,, Le, the Seoul citizens, the lattar change of name
has met a strong protest from the students, who considersd
this a deniat of their rights for active usage of this building.
The Cultura Certter, now called the Hall of Naturaf Science,
has now left the hands of its creator, and entered the domain
of self-generation. The exhibition hall is now usad as a cafe-
teria for faculty mermbers, and the museum space for te cit-
izens is occupied by hallways and rooms. Large devices for
experiments fill the hallways of the fifth floor. It may be the
dynarmical functiors of the spaces, not the cagnitive issues of
representation or unrepresentation forms, that characterize
Woo s architecture. The belisf of the architect that a work of
architecturs concems not ite creator or abstract viewers but its
users, is more a sign of his humanistic approach to this field
than a negation of formal logics. The fact that we can trace
his path spanning a quarter century sufficiently proves his
irmportance inKorean architecture. Among the out-of-control
trials and experiments, ruling the field of architecture since
the B0s, his stance and role seems all the more meaningful,

floor are not connected vedically was due to the layout of the and necessary.
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