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Celebrating the 50th annmersar\rof‘(ungrak Prestylerian Church, a
newaddimn tothe mmizin bskding was plannied for educational and culural use.

Yongrak Church, along with Myungelong Church, located alsainthe
center of Seoul just acrossthe Samil Road, bearimpartance infigurative perception with
their Gothic stye, and respe:cweh,rrepresemme Protestantand the Catholic ofKarea,

Butiwhereas Myungdang Church, placed atop ahil, is more vistialhy
open and recognizabls, Yongrak Church is on a smaller site at a relativety lower ground,
somewhat buried amidst high- rise bufdings, Inthis condition, itwas our primary task to
restore, by the addition at the sauth to the main Church, the visually symbalic vale and its

connection tothe city. Itwas also mmportant o have an openimage, which many churches

aspirea presentinthe future,

The exising Gathic Chumhwas placed atthe highestlevelwithin the

site, and had afewmodemisthuiidings added atthe lower northem part Gardensbetween
these huildings were too smalf compared to the size of the main Church, Thus attaining
openspace and a broad approaching road were another functiona! objective. The avai-
ablespace of 7,717 non s southem side was insufficient to salve allthese probiems, and
the imegularity of the site's contour and level furthiered the difficuly.

A clueas provided in the solution of developing the underground
space. Byplacing twothirds ofthe programspacains undergrourd dtorles, with only nec-

essary spaces intowenyorms above on the site’s southem edge, a spacicussquaraceuld - -

beformed between these and the main Church. This space isfurther enclosed bythe addi-
tionof a low chapel atthewestfacing Samil Road, _

Anew approaching road fromthe southwas constructed and eon-
nectedtothe center ofthe Church by the grand pilotis on the first and second floors, which
also expanded the square. Thefaciliies inside the anniversary building, utlizing outdoor
staircases, sunken garden and entrances using the different levels, enhances the flow of
cirgufation, from the third basement floor to the fourth fioor. The auditorums arereflexblein
ste and use by the movable partitions, aCCommodating varous uses ranging fromvveek-
day's ceremoniesto seminars. This mutu-use of programs iswhatcomprisesthenpenness
ofthis facility.

Anotherissue was one congeming the camposition offormes: How
would it present harmonywith the Gothit: style of the main Church,itseff ahistorical symbol?
The masses, as mertioned above, consists of high-rise main buikding with housing facilities
onthe east andwest, and the stableness ofform is accomplishad by lower partofthe main
stairwayhall Theformal connectiontothe enisting Yongrak Church s made by the chapel.

‘The overallformis amademinterpretation enthe Gothic style; whose
hamony and schism suggeststhe history of Yongrak Church,

The plan of basic floors followed the crass ofthe Main Church, which
was stacked vertically and covered with steep roofs. The annexation of vertical maséé_s on
each4comers ofthe roofs further intensified the strongimage, The formal similaritywas
achieved by the curtainwelis o each side thatreflected the main Church's pointed-arch
windows, when the finishings of granite or the design of the curtain walls suggested a
touch of contemporary sense. The skylight atthe center affhe erossraof, with others atthe
towersofthefourcomers, emithghttothe darkenecisky, providing viidness, atnight aswell
asthe daytime, tothe banat urban scene.
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Site  Seou! Chung-gu Jeo-Dong 1ga 6, Jeo-Dong 2 ga 61-i(, B3-14, Chungmure 2 ga
486

Function Religion Facility {Educational and Cultural Use)

SiteArea 7,717 v '

Building Area 2,760,320

Totat Floor Area 33,881 66

Buitding Coverage Ratio 35.77%

Gross HoorRatio  157.35%

Tota!Foers & Floors, 5Basement Flgars

Sincture  Reinforced Concrete

Number of Parking Spaces 312

Project Architects  Ha Hak-soc, Cha Shin-kyoon, Shim Gyung-joo, Nam Tae-yun, Do
Gyung-sun, Lee Yong-gu, Lee Sas-hoon, Ma Gong-hoon, Gho
Eun-jun :
Foundation of Yangrak Presbyterian Church

Construction  Ssangyong Constructions L1d.,

Interior Design  Architecture Firm Chungjeo + Shoi Kyu-hun

- Stuctwral Design  Hana Structures

stallaons  Hana Kivun Ltd.

ElectricalInstallations - Sashan Design Consuftants Lid,
Sonic Planping Han Chan-haon

Design Period  Jan 1992 - Mar 193¢

Consouction Peried  Apr 1994 - Nov 1997
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Yongralk Presbyterian Church 50th Anniversary Building
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An Open Ghurch in the Heart of the Metropolis;
Coexistence of the Symbolic and the Historic.
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Yongrak Preshyterian Church 50th Anniversary Building
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The monotonous urban condition that defines our envi-
ronmentis continucusly hecoming more functignal and mechanical,
which furthersthe banality of our emotions, Yhere we can enjoy our
lives, ike our beautiful nature and traditional places, is getting all the
more rare.

Inthis circumstance, it is our delight tofind the nevw k(th
Anniversary Building of Yongrak Presbyterian Church, Areas of
Chungmu Road, Taegae Road, Samil Road, or the Supyo Bridging
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Road that surrounds the Yongrak Church is where we spent our
younger days walking around - something not $o easity experienced
inthe urban life of Sesul - and Yongrak Church itseffis a reminiscent
place of praise and worship. Located inthe center of Seoul, itserved
asthe basis of Korean Preshyterian Christians, delivering the divine
messages of love, The additon of the 50t Anniversary Building con-
finuesits tradition by emitting comfort and modesty through the love
and touch of God, while serving as a freshy new Christian cuftural
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place. Preserving the historical comtext of Seou, ithouses theneces-
sities and wishes of Christians and civilians aftke, providing an open
place for education, mission, culiurai activities and inhabitation.
Comingto harmonywith the existing Church, the Anniversary
Building succeeds to seduce us intothe center of Seoul

Architect s Social Contribution of Christian
Cultural Place as the Composition of Streets and
Square

The Anniversary Building is composed of the mest com-
plexfunctions recuired ofa church: A place of education for people
ranging from children to grownups; A concerthall used for cere-
monies; Aplace for cuttural activities inchuding auditoriums; Aninde-
pendent chapel and a residence, meeting the owner’ s specific
requests. novercoming the constraints of the site, large areas like
+he auditorium was placed underground, making room for a square
above. This square then stores the various circulations that connect
the diversefunctions. ltis alsoin continuousflowwithihe streets con-
nected to Chungmu Road and Taegae Road, places of our remem-
brance. The Anniversary Building, along with the square, thus fulfils
itsroleas the Catholic culiure cener, '

The square extends its capacity by providing the
Cathofics, the Jocal people and the civiians of Seoul a place where
they can deepentheir refigious life; itis the full embodiment of an

‘open’” church. Withinthe Church, it fnctions as aninner garden,

whereas fromthe-outsideitis a connection, through the use of pilafis,
tothe city. The bonding of the new square to existing streats of the
regionimplies a harmonious fratemization between the newand the
old.

The above-mentioned link between the Anniversary

Building’ s square with the streets through piltis render a series of
space sequences. YWith the programs requiring large spaces under-
ground, adynamic sunken gardenand an aiumhallwereformedfor
ventilation and lighting. These formal charactersis enhanced by ver-
fical staircase that directly connecis the square to the upper story of
the building, and the “sky garden” of the Youth Education Center at
the uppermostfloor. The plan of the floor is similar tothe cross of the
usual churches, but the overalivolume s more dynamic, and is com-
pleted by granite and curtainwalls, slanted roofs and Gothic-styled
windows, which aftogether define its architectural characterinbar-
monywith the exising buildings and emdronment.

Meeting the complex and diversa requests ofthe owner
onthe functions and programs, and accommodating these intoa lim-
ited stte has been satisfyingly solved, thanks tothe msight and expert-
ences of architect Chung Si-choon, Nowin hisfifties, Ching has pre-
serited a modest approach to architecture, submitling the work oits
surrolinding order and finding a pointof compatibfitywath the past. In
his previous works, mainly projects related to Catholic institutions
than commercial buidings, he has enjoyed a relatively comfortable
position, persuading, rather than being persuaded by, the clierts of
his designwills, In contrasttotheidiosyncratic buildings that disorder
the contextaithe city, hisworks can be valued forits conforming att-
fude towards the existing surroundings. By preserving the continuity
with the regional community, they hold out a friendly hand to the vis-
tors, whose effectreached its maximum in the 50th Anniversaty
Building of Yongrak Chureh. There is nothing more to be desired ofan
architect s social contribution, and this iswhere he himselffinds
delight.

Shortcomings as the Presentation of New
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Modern Form

Architect Chung s basic approach on the 50th
Anniversary Building of forming consonance hetweenthe old and
the new can certainly be deemed affirmative, but some methods of
expression seem tolimitthe enommous possibilities of architectural
design. Thelarge conceptual boundary of emphasis onthe harmony
ofwhat existed and whatis added begins to constrain the design
tself Theinside has fulfiled the diverse and complex functions, but
the expression of forms is rather self-satisfactory and massive. An
unset lightand softmethod, suchasthe use of piloti, could have given
the huilding more contemporary feature. This would have aven
amplified the harmonywiththe main Church.

The dynamical link of the paiitis of the Anniversary
Building’ s tower between the outside streets and the square is
somehow ahsent in other parts - the connections among the old
sanctuary, the chapel, the Anniversary Building, outdoor staircase
andthe private residence. This could have been solved by adoping
sreets and arcades, thus enabling a promenade, or bythe change in
the finishing materials of the floors. These methads, perhaps with the
addition of landscape design, would have constructed continuity
between separate architecture objects. And a direct access, asin
the staircase that actively connectsthe ground levelwiththe educa-
fion center, could have heen utilized in the link between the square
andthe undergroundTacilives, maximizing the use of the square. The
bonding is further missed betweern the square and Samil Road,
whichwould have enabled a natural flow between architecture and
the city; Alimited connection by an open space seems to be unsatis-
factory. The laying of functions requiring large areas irtthe basement
hag surely mads the square more spacicus. But by arranging the rel-
atively small facilities like the chape! underground, and thus by plac-
ing the Concert Hall above, a stronger sense of formwaould have
been provided and better perceived bythe passers-by, since the Hall
has more capacity than the chapelinthe expression of diverse forms.
ftwwould have certainly diminished many challenges inthe difficulties
of constructing underground faciliies, Although itengbled a large
open space of the square, extended conversations and meetings
withthe chentwould have produced a differentresutt

Another point of dissatisfaction can be found inthe view
fromthe Taegae Read. The windowless plane afthe chapel s eleva-

A&

tion thatmeets the street provides a rather monotonous sensihility,
whichis all the more emphasized hythe contrastwith the vibrant
form of the Anniversary Building. The curtain walls of this building, as
itwas used to enhance the transparency, would have been more
effective with a slightly colored one rather than the chosen reflective
glasses. Tothe west, the use of hrise-solail could have provided an
additional touch of diverse forms, which would brighten the dim
pedestrians underthe elevated autsmobile paths of Samil Road.
Points referredinthe above maywell be a resultof the special
requirements of religious architecture, or of the architect s parsonal
taste. Butthey may also be the product of the client’ s various
demands, difficulties in constructional methods, orfinancial con-
straints. One s assured of a differertor hetier result, if the corttinuous
conversation between the architact, the client and the construction
company was made possible, incorporating various changes of
ideas and designinthe long period of planning to construction

Expectation of Intimate Place Due to
Client s Creative Management and Use

ftis now left to the owner to manage and creatively use
the various spaces of the Anniversary Bullding, from the pilotis to the
stairs, the sunken garden fothe sky garden. Itwolid reguire variety of
programs inthe use of facilides and should be folowed by publicity
acfiviies, Professor Lee Ho-jin and his associates, as clients, have
already played an important partin the formation of the Anniversary
Building, from basic programming to its completion of construction.
Theywill surelyextend their effortsto make it a place close tothe erd-
nary lives of its users, through meaningful exhibitions, gatherings,
missionary works and ceremonies. The success of a Catholic cultur-
# facility depends on thisintegrationwith local people and be coming
thereflection of their lives with time. The 50th Anniversary Buiding of
Yongrak Preshyterian Church should be a gathering place for people
of diverse groups and ages, providing a space for conversation
directly linked to their religious heliefs and lves. As atransitional terri-
tory of individual architectures and the city, this place is awelcome
news 1o the missions of Catholic culture, We will lock along as it
hecomes the center of the region’ s communtty, connecting in bal-
ance the public and private lives of the people. We cannot ask more
of a Cathelic cuiture facility.
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