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Reviving Our Emblem - The Smell of Earth
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The site of this office is rather poor, with the
exception of a broad view that is given by the field of Education
College iocated opposite across a 10m-wide-road. It is heavily
under the restriction of building codes that limit if s layout and
mass composition. But the resulting open space on the front side
is precious gift in the urban comtext. The employee of the building,
with the simple turn of his/her head, can enjoy the various depths
of landscape in a single view.

This point was decisive in our choice for the sile,
and the following design was also carefully arranged to preserve
and enhance this view. The nead for maxirmum working space,
under the building code, has automatically set the building 's
location within the site at the northern end. The efficient use of
parking spaces called for two access levels: One for ordinary use,
the other for use at after hours.

The whoie was divided into a part of funciional
programs and a part for circulations. The former was further
classified into conference rocm, complter room and a data
storage. These were positioned and connected by the circulation
systemn in the east. The office area composed the front, and
additional functions wers placed on the north,

The front portion was warm and transparent, with
subtle metal linings, whereas the rear part was more natural
vovered with red bricks. These two different facades were then
mediated by neutral exteriors in between. Elevator shafts,
chimneys ware elements with the same purposes. The western
part of the facade, that is projected from the main body, is not
parallet to the road but is parallel to the College across the street,
thus simultaneously fragmenting its bulk and forming a secondary
order in the urban context. The western part mediated the
probierm of continuity along the surface.

In the east, a pocket of 3.8m by 4.2m was set.
Indeed it was small in area, but hopefully we wanted it to be
expanded by the vertical staircase, connecting it with the stairwvay
hall. This space could enable the communication between the
glass elevator and window of the conference room on the
opposite side, as well as that batwean the stairway and the
garden, Transparent glasses could overcome the separation of
interior and exterior, show all the diverse activities, and present a
sanse of vitality, The plan to unclose along the vertical, hotizontal
circulation has abatays been onae of my main objectives.

The diversity of surfacss and material alsa yieldad
the diversity in color and texture, which called for more
experimeants in their coordination. The waving roof punciuates the
variety of its overall shape, and answers to the skyline of the
context. Also, it intemally raised the height on its top floor.

The height of each floors were only 2.7m, so no
additional ceiling system was apglied. The concrete girders and
slabs were exposed, and so were the ducts for air-conditioning
installments. They were an indoor canopy, functioning as an
important element in the interior design. My original plans called
for tightly controfled, correct to-the-milimeter construction skills,
but | had to cornpromise with the current reality of the worker s
mathods,
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Location 166514, SeoCho-Dong, SecCho-
Ku. Seoul

Site Area  331.92uf

Building Area 196 59ni

Total Floor Area  1,023.29,7

Building Coverage Ratio  ®9.20%

Gross Floor Ratic 246 26%

Total Floors 5 Stories, 1 Basement
Structure  Reinforced Concrete

Exterior Finishings  Floor - Masonry Stone
Walls - Red Bricks,
Transparent Double-
Height Windows, Glass
Blocks. Dryvit, Marble
Panels

Roof - Copper Tiles
Eloor - Vinyl Tites

Walls - Acryl Paint Owver
Exposed Concrete
Ceilings - Acryl Paint
Owver Exposed Concrete.
Alurmirium Panels
Structural Engineering  Sen Structures

Interior Finishings

Mechanical Installations  Hanll MEC
Electrical Installations  MoonYuHyun Ele-
ciries

Construction  SamHyup Constructions Ltd.
Designing Period  July 1395 - Dec 1996
Construction Period  Jan 1986 - July 1897
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ft is intriguing to see an office building
designed by an architect for his own use. There are no
pack of requests from the client! it is a condition of tabula
rasa completely laft to the choices of the architect himnself, it
can avoid the tiresorme process of communication with the
owner. Instead, he is left with enormous amount of
freedom. This is why it is correct o comprehend an
architect through the work where he is himself the client.
Ecanomical concerns still exist, only to provide a chance to
understand the architect $ strategy on the economics and
production of architecture. it could be said that it is a work
where the architect § thoughts and concepts are most
correctly reffied.

Chot Kwan-Young is one of those few
Korean architects who has a voice and a concept of his
own. As an adtive practicing architect also participating i
architecture education and various social events of the
Korean Institute of Architects, he is well considered an
architect of depth. This essay on the IHGun C&C Office
begins with the insight on architect Choi s concepts and
idzas.

Choi, now in his mid b0s, from his early
davs, just like everyone else, was praoccupied in
Madearnism and valued reafistic logics over parsonal
exprassions. But later he put more and more emphasis on
farms which mirrared his nead to express himself. This
cannot be seen as a constant feature of his complete
works, but this office, where he is the client, clearly shows a
section of his current architectural thoughts.

Whereas the usual design works from
architectural firrms show ambiguities and scant probabilities,
the ones by I-Gun C&C relatvely present crisp individual
qualities, This may be due to the proper size of the firm s
organization and the character of the hsad architect. In
some firms, the charismatic taste of the head architect rules
over the whole work: However, the wwo executives of 1I-
Gun C&C - Chai Kwan-Young and Chung Dong-fMyung
do not. This, along with thelr technological approach and
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olzie Fxe| H2 ol oot 22N SdlE of BHE HE
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el dibe M3to| =[7IE Bzt

& SIoE! WEE

the specific care for details, form the overall quality of the
firm’ s works and projects. The metal cold KunGil
Tower{1993} and SBS DungChon Open Hall(1993), the
bright and endearing ShinJung Woman' s Clinic(1996} are
resulis of their faithful design in accordance with specific
site conditions.

The FGun C&C Office containg a similar
plot to the Shindurng Woman s Clinic, which was design in
almost the same period. The owerall scale, tha site, the
architectural vocabularies all share resemblance in them,
But whereas the Clinic is composed of little shell units, the
spacas of this Office are more dynamic. The site is where
the banality of the new Seoul can be found. Initiatly
conceived as a housing arsa, it gradually made
accommodations for srall offices and urban servics
facilities. A few existing housings will soon be replaced by
thege non-housing functions.

The site is gifted with the view towards the
field of a nearby callege that is unlikely to be ruined by any
redevelopments. The site is narrow and long, 14 metars in
width, with its front, connected to the road, diractly facing
the south.

This front contains the ramp going down to
the underground parking spaces. the slab that has to be
uplified for the automobiles to pass under, and the
entrance 1o the building and the ground floor' s shap. This
enables the efficient use of the underground spaces.

The program is rather simple: The ground
floor stores a shop, and the ahove are the offices spaces,
with the exception of the top floor which is reserved as the
closet for firm employees. The spaces for the employees
do not merely concern function. they are reflections of their
self-esteern. This is especially frue in the private spaces,
since every collective has an intellectual way of
communication and a living culture of their own. These are
the healthy parts of the offics.

A narrow approaching road to the office
links to & packet of bamboos. This area is lar from
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spacious, but enclosed by the transparent staircase and ihe
elevator, it presents a certain warrmth. This iransparency
connects itsell all the way to the top, and it glarnourizes the
building especially at night.

For an office, any kind of office, the
primary concern is 10 acquire as much office space as
possible. It is nat an area where experimental plays of
spaces can be expected. The entrance and the public
spaces are truly scanty. Since it i a small office building,
canstraints fall even harder upon the compaosition of
Spaces.

These shortage of public spaces is
compensated by the ornate rhetorics of the exterior. The
wo sides of the exterior inevitably differs from each other
owing to their diverse contert and the neighboring site
condition. The limitations from the road forms a garden at
the rear and derives the set-back of volumes on the top of
the building. A bright transparency ermnphasizes the
individuality of the facades, They are all the more
compositianal since its effect is further enhanced by the
different uses of materials. Two distinct colors of windows
also separate the parts of the facade.

The materials used on the rear side could
be interpreted as comesponding 1o the adjacent redHbrick
housings, but one should think further that the housings
will not be there for long. It is rather to present a sharp
contrast with the fron{ s steel and glass. This is where the
striking characteristic of the design of the I-Gun C&C can
be found. They fragmentize the elermnents of architecture
from the beginning, and then reconstruct them. Cold
lucidity, damp materiality, the detalling and masses
deprived of weight as they possibly can are all coexisting in
their works, This requires specific care for each elements.
Any unskilled attempts to order these diversities are bound
to end uz in an uneasy design.

Locking at the main plans, the facade could
have been one big plane: Instead, they are devided into
three parts. This breakup can be read as the architects
intention to rotate the orientation of spaces, but it is actually
aims for aesthetic ends. These mixture, to one s
disappointment, sometimes fall into loguaciousness.

These obsessive attachment to rhetorics

can be viewed from a few stance. First of all, it is a gesture
to form its own sense of identity. A characteristic rhetorics

of anh architecture can cheer up the whole negighbaring
town, especially the onas with a dark atmosphere.

The facades of the city are either
instrumenis of the baulevards or blank spaces.

The site of this officas is slightly distanced
from the main road, so it is not where a strong urbanic
contaxt is required. But the total floor of & are not a small
scale of a building. The divided facade is effective in this
sense. The form of architectiure are composed of structure,
space. and figurs.

Contemporary architecture has begun
fragmentizing these elemenis. In other words, strucufure
has retreatsd from actively composing a form to simply
tuilding spatial volumes. Space and form do not meld into
a single ertity, They separately reify the conotations and
denatations of architecture, The form, as a result, relys on
rhetorics, These fragmentation can bear fruit in the layering
of meanings, but ultimately convert the facade of the city
INto a suecession of corex.

The ‘attached layer of facade can provids
anormous freedom in its composition, but, at the end,
nothing but a conex.

If we understand the process of designing.
the ununified method of fragmentizing becomes more
evident. The zoning of plan sets the structure, which in wim
forms the three dimssional volume of the building. The
clothing of this voleme follows. It is clothing: To add, to
cover. The freedom of choice in materfals comes from its
independance from structure and space.

This so-called freedom is not so much
different from that stated by Le Corbusier, with his Dom-ino
skeleton, at the early 20th century. Architecture after
Modermism, has onfy been furnished with a more graceful
rhetoric. Can it be affirned, without doubt, that this is an
advance from the Gothic and Renaissance architecture?

The individual buildings collectively form
the facade of the city. They present the healthy culture of
the city. It is sccially active as it provides a focal point to its
surrounding envirorment.

The office of IIFGun C&C is located in the
absence of any architectural context. The town is fortunate
to have such an architecture, May it mark the beginning of
the town' s transition to a beautiful form of urban
architecture,

UHMN=
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