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New Altemative to Housing Reconstruction System
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Between {Children’s House of Hang-Ung)

ZRIR / AZAARA o)=2713
designad by Kim [n-Cheur
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Children s House of Hang-Ung- Between

There is hill at the junction of Gosania Boulevard and Dokseodang
Road, and following up the hill on the right to the mountains, one comes
across 2 ghstto area. still coniaining the looks of this kind from the 505 and
B0s. This hill, which even an autornabile setin second gear has a hard fime
getting up, commands, at its peak, an open view to the nortti-east, and
then cantinues to ancther steep road down to the city. A hillside, with a few

dEA 710

trees gladly suggesting a now-lost forrest. is the site for the Children s
House. There used 10 be a house for the children of Hangdang and
Ungbong region, and It was the idea of Surigdeng Regional Administration
Office 1o replace this with a new building. The remaining one was a stub-
bom ofd fiouse containing a singular volume of space, with the sole cor-
aern for its function. Its function was an unclassified muliiple of kinder—
garten and nursery. Furictional intentions for short circulations and full use
of every space has left the children and their spaces in secondary impor-

—



Title DBetween Architect  Kim InCheurl of Archium
Site  341-45 Hangdang-dong. Sungdong-gu, Seoul Residentail Area.
Site Area  1573.00u¢

Building Area 317 26ni{+88.10n of the Rernaining Building)

Total Floor Area 657 06ui Building Coverage Ralio  26.40%
Gross Floer Rafio  30.78% Project Architect  Park Byunglk
Tetal Floors 1 Story, 1 Basement  Structre  Reinforced Concrete
Faoor Height  3.75m Installation  Panel Heating

S5zl

tance. Clearing out the rooms. except the recently repairect second story,
seemed to allow enough space. By replacing the playing facifities to the
outdoors, and by lacating the parking area to the lower pait of the slanted
road, more spaces could be obtained, To house the requested programs to
a single story building, scattering each functions, | needed as much space
as possibfe. Along. broad architacture inevitabiy contains many
in-between spaces. | have used this method for this project, and by ils rep-
efition created an architecture that could either be ane, or several. The rep-

Function  Education Facility for Children

Exlerior Finishing  Wall-Exposed Concrete, Roof-Exposed Concrete

intetior Finishing  Floor-Vinyl Sheet, Wall-Dryvit, Criling-Dryvit

Parking Spaces 3 Garden Area  264.5%n

Client  Sungdong Regional Administration Office

Construction  Bumi Constructions Design Period  Oct5 1996 - Dec 20 1996
Construction Period  Feb 1997 - Aug 30 1957

Photographs ~ Park YungChas

&

etition of solid and void obscures the boundary of indeor and outdoor, cre-
ating a space with both features. The indoor and outdaor are basically one
- one only has to block somewhere that needs to be classified, As ithas no
sat rules, it could be sither lengthened or shortened. There is ne form of
regulation, therefore no form of shape.

An elavation is no more than distribution and so is the plan. They
are not static - in respect Not to the petential for change but to achieving
wholeness,

Korean Acaitect 8710 029
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Between{Childrer’ s House of Hang-Ung}
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1. A Place of Learning: The School

We become a true human being only after
our learning. Our speaking and thinking only comes after our
leaming, and it is ther when we realize how to live together,
or o eraate things. Leaming provides us how to look at the
world. Leaming 5 possibie when someone else is teaching,
therefore education gives birth to trug human beings.

The place for education is the schoal, and in
its broadest sense includes home, society, and Ultimately the
culture. These are the house of existenca that has allowed
my own one. But we must never fail to value the importance
of eaducational institutions. It is through there where we finally
become a citizen of contemporary sociaty. In & specified
place and space, usually known as school, we grow up to be
a man ¢f good character, welcome to the socisty. The first,
therefore most fmportant, sducational institvte one comes
across is the kindergarten. Some best-seller bears the title
‘I 've learned the most important and basic things in
kindergarten’, but it is needless to mention it here;
Kindergarten simply is whare we enter for the first time of
our lives, and experience life that develops you into an
independent hurman being. Bafore reading and writing, we
learn 1o accept the orders of living in kindergarten. Next will
come elementary schoof, and then the middle school
followed by the high school. In this respect, our own
tendency to submit every other educations to the university,
which is essentially an academy teaching people how to earn
a living, is thoroughly rmistaken. The falsely oriented
sducational system of Korea has made the school, not a
place’ for developing the individual s possibilities and
maturing their personalities, but 8 Tactory that produces
functional human resources. And the architectiure has only
contributed 1o this degradation. To laok for an exemplary
case of scheol architecture in the age of modern industrial

22} W2iElEc), RS Tde] Sl MEsfo} six|ot
It IR REREN 2E4T Lix= gle 2 2l 2
E Aotz 7R D 0| 2FE A6l e SEloct aHR(et
OFE] £HX| 2 % J2HSols =Znf iR sl2q7} 7}

0012k o] Fo| d2pf2(k= M2 BWs| x|&sin Alct,

4. Y=gt

HolEe| W2 ofzlo] T ofz] g2lst ojA
ol 279 chgRtiEl off FR RN AR Cf2 2YUIS
xd YE nkzola Qlcf E MASH £20R| &go|
D2 M5H= OFlE0] S A2 ojux|2t Fx|»e| 7HsEt
B7iA| S Al EolA "rtstaksich, ot 2|2
OIS S0P HalTiMT Mg J2H APE HB%cHs Mol
A1 0] B2 YBsI= ol EHZE FOf. ol B2 o= @
SEo 2ACl BR7EE HolE 7IE HES " wss
ME0| HEY A B0 S| 2SS MAHMC el
ZIZ0] 2 E i T|isind o] To| Su|9) HXE ARLE)

2| d=zAM FEEZ vt

society cdoesn t seem too hopeful,

We all have a memory of the elernentary
school - A long, linear building standing behind a big
playground, pethaps a restroom that you were afraid (0 go
to, a tree nexdt to the main gate, and the harizontal bars under
them... This so-called model of elementary schools was
directly borrowed from the Japanese, which can be
compared to the Panopticon space-maching in Michel
Foucauli' s Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison
The casual application of Japanese military facilities 1o our
elementary school cowld never be overcome by simply
changing its Japanese-based tille. As | look at my son who
goes to the same kind of elementary and middle schools that
i had attended, | sense that my unconscious impression of
them as a prison was not totally a fesling of my own,

In Korea, school architecture, espacially
elementary schaol architecture is a neglected field, To break
away from this vicious repetiton, we must look into the basic
idea of school as a place to kearn. It is helpful to think of Louis
I. Kahn's essentialist appraach, which viewed the beginning
of schoal in the meeting of a student and a teacher under a
tree.

2. On Kindergarten Architecture

It isn t long since the essantial role of
kindergarens and nurseries begun to ba fully acknowledged.
In my childhood, they were strictly limited to wellbom,
wealthy kids: now it is a necessary course in education. But
the systemn and the architecture that contains this sarly
education is still very remote, or rather awdeward, If s because
the edueation systerm has not yat thoroughly developed into
the lives of the peopie, or because the urgent request for
kindergartens in the 80s still has unprepared architects in
confusion.

Korean Architect 8710 043



044 z=so710

Contrary to the slementary school, we do
not have a memary of kindergartens. We did not even have
a formal set of cognition on the kindergarten as a place of
playing and learning. But what is disappointing is that, now
when we have a large number of kindergartens nationwide,
we still do not share an ideal image of this institute. This is
aven more problematic than the case of the slsmentary
schools,

What were often mentioned in the design of
kindergartens were the architect ¢ standard data on the
physical dimension of its young users, their psychological
patiemns, and its requested condition of the envirenment,
These, however necessary they are, do not fiself derive &
good kindergarten, What we mostly need is the vision and
philosophy of a kindergarten that our age needs, and the
ability to build it into space.

And this is what we lack - and the
kindergartens are becoming mora fike Alice s Wonderland.
These sort of "Disney’ ideas will surely present fartasies and
dreams, but the kindergarien is far too imporiant to be Isft in
ilusionary space. It is where children, for the first time, leave
hame and become socially involved, acknowledge
hirnself/herself as a sosial member. Luring children by visual
extravaganza is a symptom of education’s excess
commercialism. There actually exists various kinds of
institutes for pre-kindergarten children, a joint result of
commercialism with & naive belief that anyene can be
qualified for teaching. In the West, where the importance
and difficulty of teaching this early age is recognized, only the
highty-skilled in this profession are qualified. This exemplifies
how relatively sasy we consider the education of
kindergartens, and iis architecture.

3. On Hang-Ung Chiidren’ s House

The Hang-Ung Children s House, & work of
architect Kim InCheur!, is located at a ghetto area on a
hillside. The intrediuction on this project hes already been
addressed by the architect, but [ d like to note two points:
that it is a kindergarten and nursery, built by the regional
administration office, where low-income couples, both
inevitably contributing to the income, can take their children,
and that it replaced an old house that served the same
function. Although it is at a ghetto area, a single story
building with a playground and a lawn is not a bad condition,
even better than the cnes in high rise apartment areas. ls
composition of plan, form, and material also shows much
difference o the usual kindergartens, and this can be valued
either positive or negative, depending on the point of view.
First, its simple form of a box containing a rigid and
mechanic plan, materialized in cold exposed concrete could
be eriticized as an oppressive architecture, whers the
architect, with no concem for its users, maintained his much-
too-persanal vision, lis first impression actually is not $0
different from the "boxes that constitute most of our
edlucation facilities.

This was also a view that | sharad, at least in
the first glance. But experiencing the Children s House,
feeling the atmosphere the inierior space creates and
watching the children s activities in them, { could find a totally
opposite vifue. The simple truth, that the same topological
dimension can be so different according to its scale and
composition, could once again be proved.

The space of this architecture does not
intend to induce the user s specific activities by the
spedifically clessified volures, The nsutral plan, where
anything is possible, dominates the overall design. Various
sizes of rooms attached to the long. horizontal center corridor
is ot so unusual in its type, but its single story allows each of
the spaces to, although mere dense, present an atmosphere
of Maru or Sarang of traditional architecture. In between the
garden and the room, a spaiial subversion oceurs, where the
garden becomes the room and the room becomes the
garden, which proves that the garden is as meaningful in the
design as the rooms. The relation between the served and
the servant spaces seemns to be functionally fit,

There are no special gadgets or spacialized
spaces to amuse its litle users, but the diminished overall
soale forms a friendly mood for them. This could be possible
since it was Intended as a kindergarten in the first place, and
the building arsa was relatively small - thers are other usual
cases where the kindergarten is inserted into a already
~finished neighborhood facility. The architect ¢ past tendency
to reduce the architecture § seale finds its most reasonable
justification in this project. This scale, used with exposed
concreta, creates an effect quite the contrary to Ando
Tadao s architecture. Ando' s buildings, with large scale
and unusually sirong form-will, where the aimosphere is
rather tense and cold than comforting, disconnected itself
from the heart of its users, whereas tha Hang-Ung Chiidren
s House already overcomes the use of the material. Another
point | d like to value in this project is that its spatial
cornposition allows 50 much freedom to the children. Its
plan, unlike the first impression one might get, connacts the
rooms io the patit, the sxit, stairs, ramp, and the garden. The
spaces are connected so as to Jet the children play around
with the utmost freedom. This is the opposite from the static
plans of visually amusing kindergartens. | enjoy the
expression of ‘high entropy in a space where activities and
changes are open, and this project certainly deserves this
praise. Enabling the children s creativity within a clear
distribution of spaces and circulation is where its most
important achievement can be found. But in respsct of
entrony, its interior has shortcomings when we consider ks
diversity. Overcoming the fure of creating overly-eager
spatial effects is welcome, but it could be monoctonous to its
everyday users. Sorme natural materials could have helped to
ease the silence of the exposed concrste, and the garden
could also be less artificial, allowing the children to feel the
changing seasons. Solving every problem with so less
maney is always a limit, but soms care for its outdoor spaces
could surely enhance the appreciation of this house,

4, Conclusion

Archiiect Kirn InCheurl succeeds in creating
an alternative kindergarten, in a relatively tight condition.
Some subtie touches are missed but since it presents
another method in school architecture, the overall
achievement could be positively valued. ts imporance is
doubled as it is construcied in & ghetio area, presenting joy 1o
its children. This building is not yet finished - it awaits a new
addition in the near future. | fook forward to its completion
with hopes that it will besome a true gift to the community.
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