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The multi-housirg facility iz locaied on a long and narrowy site next
to the Sowo: Road that connacts the Namdaemean and the Mamsan City
Libray. But az itis 10-12m pencath the road, the only thing visible fram it is
+he reof. This fact was disappointing to me as an architest, but far the occu-
pants it would prevent the sireet noisc and enhance 'ts orivacy, The client
Chosun Hotel, wiich hasr * had faciities for its ‘orcign emoloyees and hiad
to USE its own guest reoms, wished to have an individual ledging houses i
goos ervironment, Jnused rooms were planned for rent. The requirements
for this facitity was like any other multi-housings: That is, to gain as much
1otal flocr area as possitle. Sinee the Namsan Preservationist Restrictions
limited the height of the building to belew 1.Em from the Sowol Road. ihe
upper roof line had to be set along the section of the road. The siantad raof
followding the sloped road enabled me to use skip floor units. Various types of
units - -family, coLiole, single and darmitory style - were developed to accom-
modata diverze inhabitanis.

Tne damand of the clisnt to hiotss 10 totally different types of units
“irst secmed like & very complex pude, Incther words, it was like designing
1C individual houses, Architecture is a field of design that demands more
ot thar. ather ones. Fror the Sewal Road stems the 12m entrance read,
which has 10m of re-aining wall on the north and some private and public
hausinigs on the nefghboring sloped area. This gigantc retaining waall gave a
dirm and clased impression t the town, so the fisst contact of the villa with
this road was decided to be upiifted by plictis -used as a bright main entrance
and parking areas. Tne frame of (e pilots would presen; 8 view of Seoul
along the sleped geography to the passers-by, The uniis were laid to the
south whare it commands a goad view, and the staizcase was putfacing the
north road. The slair, a3 a0 cxiension of road, s somewhere the architect is
fren of the cliant' s demand far High: density, and where connaction betwesn
the pleasire of architecture and its social role is made. Every housing linksto
the road, ang itis the responsibilily of the architect to reify the courtesy or
social atrtuce with which they get linked, As the staircase is covered with
giass cursair wall, the dynamic activity of 10 units under a singie roof can be
projected on s facing retaining wall. The quality of @ housing car ke foundin
s spatial arrangsmens, rat in the used materials. Litte efforts would improve
this quality, s hopafully shown in the staircase of thisvilla. Picturason its wiall
weuld provide an atmosphere of a gallary, and the lighted glass case, as a
whale, at right timas, wouid arighten the dimness creatad by the retaining
wiall, | deeply thank the ciisnt. who himsslf had experiences organizing
spacas during hotel management, for allowing the architect to exparimen:
thesc spatial amuscrments and understanding that they will, in turr, enhance
its true value.

Architacture, imespecive of its size, sven the smallest ones, bears a
massage 1o its surounding and its sodiely, which refreshes us like a wilg
flower that silantly grows surmewhere nidder,

Site Area  £59.3nl

Building Area 3305

Total Floor Area  1103.8ni

Building Coverage Ratio

Gross Fleor Ratio

Total Floors 4 Siories. & Basoment

Structure  Reinfercad Concrete

Parking Spaces 9

Exterior Finishings ~ Class Blacks + Rusticated Stone Masoniry
Clent  The Wastin Chosur Hetel
Construction  Design Shinsegae Co., Ltd
Mechanical Installations  Yaorim Sngireer InG.
Electrical Installations  Woorim Consuliants
Interior  Dasign Shinscgae Co., Lid
Architectin Charge  Kim Young-ki
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Westin Chosun Hotel H. Villa

Zizl Elo| ohd

Between Street and House

CHEER} /ol (8ol SE3E 7480t ).
SR /BRI

Min Hyun-Sik & Yoo Won-Jai

o Al/1997.7. 2349 17:00)

R e

=g

pig 0| F2 2= &2, =il ¢
O} & == QUS OEF, Shik S FRMC] M 24240| S
WZZILIC) 0 &8 mSal alot M ST o it 7
KM 822 BT HELICE 02|11 1 W2HS0] 0] ZoliM of
© Aoz LiE | Qi=A] J2i0 SN FEE Ho| £

OV EE B HELILE

T SETER g Wl M2

Lisol 22k, 24 glol Zhidake)e) HAREE T8k 9ol
LiE-H i X0 AIISR F{2] FHE HT ARtEE SAlol
A=A Bio) gUCh ol ety 28 Z5FH2 N
oloin FELES N oIAAFE 2of Mok E AldEEt
Fl0| po|Z80] FOIZICI ELict S4lo] W2 kit A
2 ol =HT20iA -1.5m DTHEE X7I0d, LA 27A
(5] )8 EJAF I AoI9EHc 53| =E=20M &

OHPOITIs 20| ZAZT KA OfSIRILICE

0%

A=

BIEA HIARIM EEX0! 38
HeAiEEs o] k= 2jp2 HE EME0] Jin 232

H, wat 23

OJpAM0| o ZEEED|E BHLICE 0] M Trist MEH0) 04
H ol =Xl

QA o|me e Mzl 293
L 22 AR g5a ol o S50 SEFETY 8|5t
Agiolg} sizislict 002 2 Baixls o Sl E olet
SayE 2 9l 10RWE 22000 ZF Hthe] JHEAS 53!
I AcEEClA ZH M 0|22 EERT A7 CE el
£ Fojstaguct

QISAl cf2fst O] DR SE0] 7
B8 0] HERILICE o] AIER2 Al 29| AF0PV|% s,
= Fo| HECI7 I siM TAI TS MIHRP T2 5, =
0] "$=l9] 2 0M RUFQUIS| Bie] Badt HoIT FLCL
O[2f&t Q=5 & MBll FHAIZ,

AT of7|ci= HARje 2=7t J
Clelofd 4= oot E7E YUt HA) QFARIE A

=2-d
7 Z 0| HBAZ| D B2 F20| ACkERILICE o FE2 7

I M



Evloll Yig # BT sipiz MAREEO) Wl Ase
AE E o 2o 2ehct okx| HFEI 2 sleiHCadenza:
ST} WOz IR 4 ol TAN ok el Bau B
2 oA Mk oiniztn) RIS LS BT, 5 &
A1 ezl = apEIRl of AIHER Alel et Clo)
LIRlE| WEISHS, 4% 0|SE0 B 4 Y= ATl ©
U2 Sof oEmEiiALIT o] ClIEIS Al2 Mz O 9y
£ 972 o2 4 glo] OO HLIckt E1 He
7H2 | Ho[EofiA] HM=H| ulFExls oj2Ecke st0 A
Tl ATHEOM TXIE ATE0| Kigtadl e 2 4 Gl
2|2 zich ELich o] MEHIS 2 70 Esos FEr)
52 07} 2iolo] 2] whEoll skl Wreloll APIE
olds ETEE olBEitEuIct okl Aelel Edg T
S0 2t 7480| Miojo] rt BLir), oz TekEo| £ ot
| AP} 2l PR WI2TUE Ak BOm SHAE oS
L2E ofEtE TEeR Helrt ¢ Rio! ORIZHA] ¢
E SfA3 B2 AR 0}52 BA0JE, of2t 2Aloli o
0| 152 7RIS Sl AlkS HELZ Tpsel, A5t
S aRS cauEls HES dol HBE 2HS SsTR

HErck

o

AT I ob

in

Brsia) Xk 30048219 ATHERZ
HA 22| OlItE BR SA0| 2| Dsis|H 7= SICt
Ol2ist S50 O TIM Al 2F FRHE HEH0| R2TSF
SH'0f] ASH O0|CIOISE MIBE = Q= TO| UCHH FA0|
2xe.

= FHE HH2 47(%] Bl Ot
T HEY, gad, SR 10MCUE J MEC =917
2 24 o] =SiFLC B K| 22 A2 Ead wAEL

i Seat REpIA0| 42 SRIH B 27l AL, Mg, F

HuE U5

on
g
v A
i
ol
FIF
og
ut
]
i
n
N
=
1a
I
m
0
ic]
}
-
o
I
BE
ri¢

A, HE 58 €& 7 UAI2. 03 HElE B RHES BE
AkZsio] 2= ofEnt Zalo|HAIZ S0l TR £ Sict B
Lt

Rt Ol2igt A2 SEFEHOIN

£ Z0 Oget PUETHg AE S A mellE S5
BUA A% S20} = HME SH, X3 S0) 02 HE0|
2A0jit 4= USLICIEH 0] ZOIA OlR{EH CEH RUES 0
A SHET st

2 b ofIBHNE i BT
= @il -1 57} OFSIS) el AKEHAO] S22 XAO| BEH
£F. 71 EeofAl S0} SN SopEy] Atelne] ATFR0IE
H@sIUT FA Sl HYNE Beiom Aajialel 7]
£ FEAAS Tl SRS RaI0| TATAO] e
BHTAYNS O MEsiCER.

BlEAl QIEI2IO] EIXJOH424 O I

HO| AUSLIF? 2IH(0] CIARIE ofi S2oF MiZis akx
B M3 CIRRIRILICE 01 ks oA Hel Fatsxl.

=l 2lEfeio] CIXiel2 21&MdA|
2l ZF2| ZZ20[A AEQLICh sl (57 1=] HARIK|, Al
S o2} HEE 24570l sl o7l WAl REct
Of To| F2= cRiARAIE ¢IHRIO] CIXloIP} 252 2f
£ Stea| 0 oA AR Z2|E YTARIE 250
ZHZS SIIZ FFAIS 2 BLCEH CIE ZRolk= 2lEz|
Of EXJOfL7 | HEEAY JAEos ELsH 29T g
2 M AlZF sESOIM MBI SEEX22 CEiRlo=
20tz 0|u CRIeIS sifof Soh Azkehct HAH|E L
EH7IE MEe] S Auziof six|2. 22/0 2S5t ol

H1

o EgE

i

Korean Architect 9708 (145



046

daM 1708

Ei2jof AA7F 2 7iE AEM ¢S 7ixiof six|t A
29| A2 I 2|7 | EEYHRPIL BiCh

BIHA] Heo] SEHCE MEFel H
gje Fak I=oILICH AT 2 FaH| LIk HEE0M
olEle OIE oo iEsI SaL?

FAM__ AR MZE ot E
e My off Al Fadt 245Nt RIS HE T
e 3oz a8 Wl #ach MERE Y
ol B0 HAMZ AS olZ6l WD 7IRYHE F0i ©
S =9 2Ydte Waoh

i

T DRRIRtOR 0471 "R2| 1%
of IIAT'O| RUCHR S O] E0A Hipkes 0| 20!
0l % U&7 1213 o) JRELTI?

F=H 0] Tl 22| el dast
2 AMFozE 3a 4= gict BuUCt BE 12§ e gl
22| Mol 2 UR|E HAIS BlRIkELICE ojAE,
gk Zag o Qlo| HEEQIX|2 ofot AlMED| 5 Tt
& mo| Felsight gurch olE 2 2xjet S Ee A2
Mol Zopn dzigch J2iu X2l FRops 2l
AEHE o0 (R AMER|= WX RIS0| AR OF
BEE ao| ci fale] AHA S5 s 240
2|3l ofofFIct Bt 32 ool o FSTFAHNM TE F
7igeel = &} Ee nighg 2RF{metaphonst siM ACkE
£ UIEqksLICh M 77 B MIS0] MY o R Elel =3
gt oo AR ofERs0| DAl OIIXIR. otola
ARAT SR 0 MEAE 07| Z2lS0| 2B

=5 ReluA 2ol ofEH Zloiet FFECICH

o Jx

=

il

H

gl
E

BHRIE ST et

Bt

e T

ZRIgt T Ajzjot

M2 QCIZEsA HASR

=8s L7y



YIAEl TMBE H g} HIE critique
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Looking threugh the Westin Chosun H.
Villa, located under{not beside) a Namsan driveway in
Huam-Dong 437, with senior architects Min Hyunsik and Yu
YYonjae, we came across an interesting fact. Or rather, we
could discover the faci, since were it not for a hint from
senior Yu, the greator of this buitding, it would have passed
unncticed. The form of the villa was set in accordance with
the road, or more accurately, the section of the road: To my
knowledge, it may well be the first of this kind. According to
senior Yu, the site of the building was not next to but
beneath the main road, and the nature-preservationist
restrictions forbid any construction above the section of the
road. Much to the senior s disappoint-ment, the villa could
not be seen from the road. Therefore he chose to raise the
building 1o the limits of the road, and since the road was
sloped, the roof of the villa alsa became slanted. This.
howewver, was unsatisfactory to senior Min. He mentioned
that it wasn t like senior Yu s previous works, which were
more humble and “did not show off itself . The way | knew
the architecture of senior Yu was also similar to senior Min
s As projections of his modest attitude, they were armest
containers of lite which chose o harmonize with its
surrounding building rather than standing out among them.
The heartful comment on seniar Yu by Senior Min, who
knew him bettar than anyone else, was nothing but precise.

I remembered an incident 10 years ago,
when | visited Professor Ciriani s public housings in Evry I
near Paris with senior Yu. He overloocked what is
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acknowledged as Cirlant s best work, and showed more
interest in the neighboring socalled commersial housings.
Since no individual can untie himself/herself from the
ideology of the surrounding society. It was more than a sign
of an individual 's humbleness; it was THE way of thought
for a practicing architect at that time. Korean Post
Modernism ideclogy, standing against the Modern styles
that seemingly incorporated “western’, “enormous,
“typical’ and “elitist” way of life, instead sought values such
as nationalist, ‘common and ‘naturalistic’. This was even
thought to be in coherence with the naturalist architeciural
tradition. Architecture which ‘showed itself was considered
equivalert 1o those which, by violating the rules of its
context, presumpiuously demanded attention. So, it could
be said that senior Yu, now disappointed that the villa could
not be seen from the road, has gore through a definite
change of values. Or again since that no individual is free
from the value system of its society, it could be said that the
society itself has changed. At this point, | would humbly like
to express my opinion, that | am pleased about this change.
It s more accurate that | feel sorry this change has not been
fully ernbodied in the H. villa. There are several reasons.
Firstly, the current phenomenon of die-
carding Post Modernism, that is if we put aside the problem
of evaluating it on a world=wide ground, is arguably giving
hirth to new possibiliies here in Korea, Post Modarmism,
with all its virtues exemplified in logos such as “the
hurmanization of public housings’ or “revigion of tha
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traditional and the national’, easily passed on issues of
architscturat forms to un-architecturat realms of history and
semantic symbols, The Post Modernism of architeciure
came much earlier than and showed different aspects from
that of paintings, literature and philosophy. It is not hard to
remind ourselves of the enormous impact that Peter Blake
s Why Has Moderr Architecture Failed? had on us. But as
its name indicates, Post Modernism is a successor to
Modernism, and it can truly succeed Moderism only by
maintaining its critical spirit{This then relates to the research
on the medium, but that is not the issue here in this article),
Post Modernism is different from Anti-Modernism. e,
howaver, chose the easy way 10 negate Modemism itself
and substituted its ¢ntical altitude with symbal systems and
history - namely the ‘popular’ codes. This resulied in the
comimercialism of Post Modemism, as well shown in the
fact that offices and hotels from developers and shopping
malls were the fastest in accommodating to the new
language’ . From this reason alone, senior YU s breakaway
from Post Modernism deserves a warm reception. Another
reason 10 be welcoming this change is that, wiling to be
seen, it restores the double aspect of architecture. It is
usually considered ethical 1o put more emphasis on the
contert than on the beautification of its container. This is
transferred to architecture as a preference for ernest
functional solutions than for its forms. We think highly of
ranscencled forms, intentions melting inte the architecture
¢ the point where it no longer is visible. This view also
sterns from the fact that architecture is basically an art of
spaces, which is in fact something that you cannot see. The
invisble is the fundamental glement of architecture. Bur |
must insist that this is a8 narrow point-of-view, catching the
character of architecture as a textual culiure but neglecting
its formrbuiiding aspectVWhen we read a novel, we do not
concentrate on the fonts of the text. Typography designers
find excellence in latters which themssives become
invisible to the readers). No one can object fo viewing
architecture as an art of space. But space is created by the
relation between the solid and the void, not by either one
alone. In other words, the seen shows ‘the unsesn of
architecture, and architecture can be defined as diverse
refaticnal forms fulfiling the function of enabiing inside
viewers to 'seg these interplays. In this view, architecture
should righiteously be willing to be seen(lt does not follow,
as senior Min pointed out, that the villa has to be seen from
the road). But to be seer, it should not be seen coinciden-
tally: As typography is developed and arranged until it
reaches the invisible status, architecture also should be
designed to the point where intentions melt into the forms,
hence become Lnseen . In this respect, the building has
both virtues and flaws. It is successful where it astonishes
the viewer with the effect of presenting unexpected
message of the slanted roof. It may well be the first to
reflect the sectional line of the road 1o its form, and this fact
is nothing short of meaningful(The first value of art is 1o
add new possibilities to this existing world of platituda).
Ancther virtue ¢an be found in the interior staircase: Instead
of the usual functicnal approach, the architect deals wath it

in respact of forms. Its formal and spatial characteristics are
fully developed, proving that the quality of the space can
be sought in useless ones’. Round, exposed concrete
columns, uncommon in Korean constructions, were eagerly
used, and the meating of the column with girders and
stairs, or their constructional logic itself gives pleasure to the
eyes of the viewer. The fallure of this work stands right next
1o its success. f the building was to be seen, the fact that it
is not sean thoroughly encugh besomes its weakness. The
slanted roof that unintentionally expresses the double
aspect of architecture does not necessarity become a flaw,
since coincidences often prove meaningful in plastic arts,
But the elevation design leaves many things unfulfilled.
Since the site is beneath the main road, with the
approaching lower road completely facing an enormous
retaining wall on one side, the elevation cannot be viewed
from its front. Approaching the villa, the main and side
glevations appear from a perspective point-of-view, and this
feature could have perfectly accommodated the famous
traditional method of linear scenario, allenating betwean
showing and hiding itself. The position of the entrance
seems to be fixed from the elevation drawing, not from the
perspective. The positions and sizes of the windows should
also have been decided from the perspective point-of-view.
The terraces in the south side look awkward: it would have
been better had it been divided into two volumes - one with
symmetrically order and the other with rhythmic terraces.
The interior, though it is neatly composed and furnished
with fine materials, seems overpovvered by the functional
aspect of dwelling. The view of the huge but nicely
constructed retaining wall in the north seems to be given
rather out of coincidence than intention, and the ralation
between the outdoor terraces and the interior spaces
doesn't show much sign of consideration. The inevitable
long and narrow hallway in sach unit could have been
better with a lnear scenario. Soma irmegularity on one side
with rhvthimic layout of open and closed rooms on the
other should give a dynamic sense of space, with the
window and its view, or some peculiar fumiture at the end
of the halway providing a visual target(The slanted roof
could have even enhanced the gradual dynamic effect).
And the staircase mentionad bafore, has found satisfaction
in the fact that it tried such detail. It did not further its
reflection to paints such as the thickness of the column,
thythmis of its positions, and relation between the width of
the girder and the place of connection,

Those aspects | found unsatisfactory were
only mentioned to point out the huge amount of suocess
this building has achieved. Perhaps they were thers
because senior Yu still has doubts about the will fo be seen
in plastic arts. If he firmly establishes his belief on the
seen , then his works will open ancther totally different
realm. It is just for a plastic artist to be wiling to show
himself through his/her works. This is what the plastic art of
this ara aims for. As a follower to senior Yu, | believe in the
possibilities this position bears.
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