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The directian from YangJae Grand Road which serves as
the access path is, by relation with the city, the main axis of the sits.
The opposite side, facing Mt. GuRyong, is orisnted ta the south and
requires visual cpenness, and is ancther important direction. Thus
the site has two frontal aspects towards north and south. The height
of the site is about 10m higher than the Grand Road, so the use of
this difference in the design, inciuding its method of anproach. and
the relationship betwesn the project and its suroundings were the
first points of consideration in the planning.

in conclusion. the method of stepped bases and Madang
i.8. the garden, thoss developed by Korean traditional architecture,
could be of great use in this situation. Since Korea is highly gradient,
its architecture, from the palaces and the temples to the local hous-
ings, used the stepped garden method to solve the problemn of
height differsnces within the site. And the idea that mankind is part
of nature has influsnced the architeciural style that is in accordance
and harmony with its surrounding nature. In this view, Madang
serves as the medium space that connects the exterior and interior
of a building.

The object of the Madang ‘s design in this Welfare Center
was to seek the effect of the BulKookSa Templs, where the
Madang has an independent spatial meaning of its own. The
Madang would form a connection between the building and Mt.
GuRyong, and its uss would be that of a semi interior space. The
basic layout of the building was determined by this natural progres-
sion. The large spaces, for insterice the large hall, become the steps,
while the small spaces oecupy the ground and form the walls that
surround the Madang. The second purpose was to abstract the
form of the building, so as not to display itseff i0o conspicuously.

My belief was that the architecturs which melts into its sur-
rounding nature and contain pure void spaces should have geo-
metric o cLbic extarior farm. it should also be reflective on the sur-
face, so the changing sky and cloud and the mountains would be
the expression of the face of the building. The purpose of this
Welfare Canter is, following the main lesson from Buddha which is
benevolence, to put into practice the social welfare from the cradle
to the grave” and, through this activity, Ultimately found the land of
Buddha. Secondly, since most religious buildings are only used in
certain occasions, to be of use ordinarily and provide 8 space for the
diseipline of body and soul.

And finally, to redefine the religion from the Buddhism of
the hermit to the Buddhism of erdinary life. It wili be the basic
ground for enlighten the Buddhism of our day that meets the
request of today s problems, With these airns, the old notion of

‘tradition and creation was again raisad as the essential principle of

this projact. The conoept can be apitomized in the following words:
The presentation of time: modern exprassion, coexistence and
variety. The traditionality of method: steps, Madang, orlentation,
hierarchy of spaces, typicality of spaces Korsan expression: sim-
plicity, discrestnes Harmony with nature: light(natural lighting’,
windiventilation), woods{landscaps), color, size
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The organic connection of the exterior and interior spaces, along
with the calm atmesphers, which can be found in the paper windows of fra-
ditional architecture, was alse be taken into consideration. If one can view the
Taiwaness temple as a variant among calmness, this Weffare Canter will be a
place of void within the Gomplicated city, that provides & space for meditation
and self-observation fo the urban dwellars.

To meet these requests, under the restriction of the site and the
architectural administration laws. the facilities were arranged in the following
order: Classes for the agad and the infants, nursary and the office are on the
first floor, the counseling room, classes for cultural studies and vocational
education are the second, and the liorary and the lodgings are on the third.
On the first basement floor there are the offices, the reom for lecturers and
the small hall, Another small hall for muti purposs use and the large hafl are
on the second basernant, and the third basement floor consists of the cafete-
ria. souvenir shop, and the funeral hall. The fourth and fifth baserment floor
holds the parking spaces and machine rooms.

The third problem was the arrangement of fights and the exclusion
of traffic noise. These aspects are of great importance considering the pro-
gram of this project. Natural lights are invited into the basement floors, and
aven the ariificial lights are aranged to give the feeling of natural light. The
noise from the traffic of YangJae Grand Road is blocked mainly by the lavout
of the building, and this is further enhanced by the giass walls. These glass
wiglls, which acts as the main facade when viewed from the north road, are
composed of abstracted forms of traditional architacture ‘s colurmn and rio-
wiork of the window. At night the whole lights up and gives the impression of
the ribwoik of the lighted DaeWoongJun. The materials and colors used in
the interior are purified lest the spaces should become an obstacle in the
meditation. This resulted from the continuing effort to keep the principle of
symipathizing directly with Buddha. The individual or simultanecus use of
various facilities, enabled by the direct connection of main facilities 1o the out-
door spaces. was another impoitant peint in this project.

H=a
2l A MEA ZET ZolE BEHEX| Site  Poyidong 56, Kangnam-gu, Seoul
KHAT  Xedsx|A|, M2Eolmxjz Site Area  3,017wi
CYx[oi= 3,017l Building Area  570.18nf
A=Y 570.18ud To?allFloor Araa 11:729.79m’
HHH 11,7207 gulldzng ICov;rs;:ge Hagi1099%8_89%
= a ross Floor Ratic .
E ﬂ = ;?SS; Total Floors  1-3F, B1-BSF
= ™ . () .
7 B xya5 x5 63 Structure Reinforced Concrete o
4 = gHamsmoex Main Eicten_or Fm;hln?s THKf[am?%" (f:ler?mmGI:amtmg over THK3
. . o o - urminum Sheets, ow Reflection Glass
PITORZ SR THKS ol S8H MRIAES THC2A MM R i Interior Finishings Ceiling-Aluminum Panels, DIENCC Fifm,
Hieake By E}TD[,? Ii}.IE' Dl_N,OF Fim, &5 Wall-Granite, Water Painting, Floor-Granite, Tiles, Decotiles
H AT, TURRIE, 35 Main Installation A H.U. and F.C.U.
HES - 3124, Tile, DI, GI2Et Architects  Kim In-Soo, Oh UFSuk, Lee Hong-Sik
Feadl  AHUSIFCU Owner  Zen Buddhist Social Welfare Foundation
HAEE Aol 284, 0y General Confractor  WaoSung Construction Co.
AEF  Azsxgel seles
MIR FRME
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Art of Compromise : Our inherent Fragmentation

BIMT /o[ 2ETiste) Zelms 27} HE
Minn Sehn-Joo, Wega Architects,)
Graduate Schoot of Arehitecture, Kyong-Ki University

“HiPistn 42 HiES Pl HE=ol F H0| F0IT J1210| Y FSAUIE BX F0pEE AU M= OF! ot
I} EEHMEIX] TISTIA PiQ] HE0| FMOR) HE FHo MECH= OIS SO0 H0| U2 tslic) T8N A7l ok 82
ZEVIEE UHE S0 T A5 M2l 252 7 QISLICE 0FF2] 0410] LIS} 510 T50) ZHE okl T2 Bl shis
DI EeliE ) TEE Ol Al § PRl= Al REIE SISPH M2Isin I AL, DD Sale| T2 HE 5|
B0 7ot P2j0] B HE J0IFASHIN? B K0 THENORSI?)IS ST SJsiAo Ollat 245 HIZSI SlsiA £1%] Of
TOMCEEIt|et & Lol AulS Holl= ZUizis BARE IS0 ZRILICH S BIRE SLIORIRIEL -

SIET R MO SS=(AETIEARRRILE 20| DEE) MIESI HiR0| 0] HESS 0[55I SFAIaLC) & A
2PE HESNO] 0 R 43 A4S SEol0] HABIK] H2 014, ZEA0] BiR0] £5) MAIHSA HiRo{ 0] 22 =X] 43
BUCL M= 0] MBS MAGH= 012 2ENM F AIS6H= 0l2] 2IR0IM 0lsi5iRY TRIsISLICL" (EALF)

“The kind of critique that | would like to do is to explain what the merits of our architectures are and why they
are good. Maybe due to my Jack of research, uptill now, | have not often heard commenfs on why our architecture is well
designed. The elder architects that | have acquaintance with, however, are known to have put on their best efforts in rather
difficult times. No matter how bad the conditions have been, | can not be convinced that there exists not one good point in
their works. If, however, no one fries to find such good paints, after the building disappears (it would someday be broken down
for it is not considered a good building), and even the drawings have vanished in our memory, we would continuously feel
sorry for ourselves. Who would search for our good merits when we ourselves are not? The pride (reform) of Korean
architecture must be accomplished by architecture critics before architects. Just as there is famous orator behind sold out
new-school play. OF course. the actor has to be welHinown also.

Also, | will not understand this building by comparison fo westem philosophy that |, myself, do not comprehend
{architect and user both do not know). And, as long as the architect has not designed with an objective to have it included in a

history. | will endeavour my best to understand this building from the viewpoint of the desianer and the user.” -Minn.SchnJoo-

Before | proceed to the main subject, lintend 10 |
axlein above position that the wilter desires 1o take. | ashk for

E20 E000 | 0 WA BN S 2o 2
S LIS B} TSI B! HR0 SRR SNE UELL S

Al ERP=ERER| 21 NSGIRICLF OIERIHE: ZX IR Q00
= HE20| 0K E= 240| 2240 S0 0| 200, 5282 01221 2¢
S =RORIECE 2 SR, HIEOEH 2200 08 M0 HE ol
HEBI= & criidemilaitic B critique #02 SE40] kinelh, 2B
erfticusfivt IR 22 kinein2 28 32 (B 2EEL) A

D SOl OPIS Q5T S01ES JAT O RIE artious |

_ ‘appralser’ . ‘exarniver . etc. (Koo, In Hwan, Koo, Chang Hwan, |

reader & understanding for rather not sivple explanation, At the
same fime. benause unfortunataly, the reality is that wiiter' s opinlons
alons lack power of persuasion, 1 would fike to borrow some
comments of several famous ones, Flrstly, whal is oritique?
Originally. the westem word erfticlsr cama from Gresk leineln |
meanng ‘dhision . partiion . o T decids’ . o distinguish . to
say althoritative opinlart . efe, and Latin oriticus’ meaning Judgs .
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[ Introduetion to Literature). Wien koaldrg at the Chinese characters, ]

" act of logking). The act of lodkdng at a piece of poetrytbulding). the
i act of looking at 2 copy of novel(city) s the first stage of avaluation

! the outside, one is ought 10 stay out and not mix together. Farceming
- and acquiing sfarts off wih searching. in arder 10 look, eyos are
¢ neadad and in order to kook well, pure. they must be pure clean

- RAE M=0R =01

° fom® " signifies’ to hit. o hit with hend " "o push . "o touch ”
tohen’, ooomment o’ et and ™ | as combination of © and” .
means " 1o speak impartiady . Therefore, it could be said thet
ariticizing s the whole act of interpreting. classlfing and assessing
the work, and impartially evaluating avery object. There exst many
opinions conoerring the role of criticism. But, | bafave the maih role
i be intemwetation. (Hudsen, Principles of Literature)  Acoording io
Nethrop Frye. “Though orlticism can talk, all arts are mute’,
(Mortbrop Frya, Anatomy of Criticism?

Because criticism tend to pertsin the
characterlstic of demanding an explanation, it may be
misunderatosd that criticizing is pointing ok negative points of the
worle neglecting ihe effort or infention of the writer. However,
criticiem enables rmental coespondence bebween writer and reacsr
{user. architect}), Through the writer s interference, proper
understarding of the work and its value can be coveyed to the
reader. Inferpretation, in acdiion o revealing architest s inigntions,
axplalne the hidden mearings that sychitect may or may not have
consoiausly intended. {Graharn 3. Theory on Griticism) Next :
Iportant Tole of criticism is judgment of velues. the evaluating i
starclards of which, he critic, himself, must provide. A oiitic. in the
long run. is & reader Himself: but, he holds the responsibiity of
suggesting proper value system to general readers. What is the |
ultirate atandard of evaiuation? What is the highest authority of the
acaderic system that can dera to inquire about the authority of law
ard that of tradition? The answer is rationalty and reasening, Thisls
what | can find through my experiences within my dally fle and my |
corscianca. Cur words ¢en be so becauss they have rationality. We
are ahle 1o research on the phenormena of outer world and o draw
up theories. because we have lsamed that here exists certaln
eonsistency and reguianity in our experiences. Car comimon sensa
ahd experience. themselves, worl as the elerments of ratlonality. and
tierafore, it should rot be forgotien that the uiBmate basis of oy
avaluztion fies in my common sense and my experence. To grow
habit of cbsening obiects first based on my common senss and
experience wolld be the shorielt fo proper svaluation act Bafore
dapanding an the evaluation made by ofer authorties oF experts,
firet. my thoughis end cookheaded mationaslily and common sense
should be raflected. It is most fikely that the authorities or experts,
alsa. started off friom thelr own experiences and cool-headed
consclaus. A habit to guestion ther “authorily and & capacity fo
challerge. smend and expand thelr shecties must ba built.

{Ewha Womans University, Research and Thesis)

“Criticism Literature(architecturs) begine with [the

proosss. Bath the writar of the work(architest) and the reader of the
wiotd{user) must ool Tine witier. the period and socisty &t which it
was written. all st be locked. | Is only when one sses something
that he speaks somelhing. Well wiitten work s cbtained when vl
Inoked ard intense work is obtained when looked intensely, Looking
inside, oner can figure out personal intentions and when looking just

eyes. To see a work aocurately and intenssly. In other words. reans

1o possess acowate and deep eyes
- Back, Seung K. The One Wilthg and the One
Peading-
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Before being requested to write this eritique,
| have heard that a close acquaintance of mine was
concerned about my, Schn Joo Minn's wiiting too nicaly,
Ir1 effort to provide my opirion on this matter, the premise
part has hecome rather long. Yhen | first received the call
from Mr, Chung, Hyo Sang, the editor-in-chief, | had ©
worry for a while about what imposing work it would be to
eriicize the work of Mr. Hwang, il In. However, because |
felt that it is only through this kind of opportunity that 1,
myself, get to observe closely and specifically our
architectures, | ook in the offer in a sense of ohligation.

Slow Start

Being informed it is a Buddhist architecturs,
| was imagining several of my favorite temples. However,
when [ ceme across a photograph of the project included in
a magazine, | felt 8 sense of extranecusness, and did not
know how | should go about understanding the work.
Furthermore, the explanantion by Mr. Hwang. if In attached
to the photo was very brief and thus, was rather ditfficult to
relate it to the work. The process was very difficult, With
intention to exarine avalable reference materials before
visiting the site or meeting Mr. Hwang, | contacted IFGur,
but, that process, also, was nat so easy. Also, in order to
iook into all details of the building, 1 had t© ask for approval
and make art appointrment beforehand. However, it was
only me that was in hurry, and Neung In Sun Won did not
eastly and quickly allow an appointment. In the meantime,
materials on Mr. Hwang' s previous works were forwarded
to me from II-Gun. Pyongchang-dong residence’
completed in 1981, Woolsan University Student Center |
‘Student Center of the National University of Kyungsang
‘Church of Love', ‘Seoul Garden Hotel , 'Olympics
Athletes' Village', Fundamenial Science Support Center
City Air Terminal , etc. were included, but, grasping their
cormmen denominator, also, was not an easy work.

Toward Neung In Sun Won

I could not be sitting around just regretting
about accepting such difficult critique request. From the
beginning, | lacked much knowledge about our architecture,
and at the same time, lacked time available, However, the
rnorg difficult the beginning s, the harder | should try fo find

SMP &3 SH B oREH
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good painis. With such determination, | visited Neung In
Sun Won to mest ‘Myungshimhbaeng Buddhist priest . As
saon as | turned left at the entrance way to Koo Ryong Sa,
Neung In Sun won was already right in front of my eyes.
Because of sudden, unexpected arrival, | did not get a
charie to obtain a distant view af the building. Also, even if
| had prepared to see beforehand, because the building is
sitting behind a slape next to the road, in case of
approeching from Koo Ryong Sa street, it is not directly
exposed. At the time of my anival, the semon had almost
ended, and many buses were preparing to ptovide rides,
lining up in front of the building as if 1o make a scresn, 10
many belisvers who would soon pour cut. This struck me
as even more foreign, because | was more used to visiting
temples in mountains, where | would have to get off the
bus at the foot of the meuntain and walk up quite & while.
Approaching in bebween the buses, the first thing &t Neung
In Surn Won that caught my attention was the parking lot
entrance at the left bottom side. To the right of it was the
main entrance. In the middle, there was enfrance going
down ta the main hall, and stairs on the sides led to
aducational facilities upstairs. Even when going up as
indicated on the sign board, how to enter the buiiding was
not clear. Under the guidance of Buddhist priest,
Myungshirnhaeng whom | met at the administrative office, |
looked around every little comer of the building. Starting
from the part of ‘from cradle to grave faclities such as
nursery, education room, hospita! for the old, and library, |
passed through the administrative office, main hall, minor
hall, cafeteria/banquet hall in the basement, kitchen, and
other subsidiary facilities. Also, as soon as the sermon was
over, | went up 1o Buddhist hyrmin chorus seats, which was
simnilar 1o choir seats of church in balcony style. The priest
exphainad how, due to not spacious conditions of the site
and low building-to-land ratio, many faciiities had to be sent
down to the basement. He, also, described, in detail the
facility that induces natural ventifation within and natural
light into the main hal, and even showed me how it works.
He commented on how the courtyard connacts
surrounding mountaing and the building, how for interior
design Sukgulam motive was used, how as mary natural
materials as possible were used, and how the simple
finishing method that used lattice patiern came to lock
desuliory dus to numersus lotus flower shaped lanterns
tanging. To give some change in the upper part, bolt-
shaped roof was Used, and at the level of Buddhist halls,
floor heating was used to prevent the feet from getting cold,
and also, the circulation of the believers was separated from
that of the administrative staffs. Quite different from my
visits 10 other buildings. such specific explanations on the
owner s side were sufficient enough to make me feel that
building owners have respact for the architect and are trying
their best to maintain his intentions in which they have
pride.

After parting from the priest, | looked
around tha building once more. With the intention to lock
from outside once more, | went out. The paradle of cars,
driven by middle aged women, coming out of the parking
lot was a rare scers that can not easlly be seen. Fearing |
might interrupt, | had not been able to look around the main
hall clesely during the sermon, but, even after the sermon,
thera were many women about the age that have children
preparing for coflege still bowing.
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My first impressions of Neung In Sun Won
are as follows,

1. The entrance for the vehicles is too direct
and straightforward,

2. The building is situated rather awlovardly,
Regardlass of the symmetry of the facade, there is no space
available in the front, and due to ramp in front, the
symmietry of the building is not sufficiently revealed.

3. The entrance way dividing into two
directions in the front gives quite unorganized fesling.

4. Symmetrical and definite characteristics
made the building appear authoritative when compared to
the artlsssness and imglicitness of traditional Korean style.

b. Rustication finishing of the granite, steel
columns in the Upper part and glass finishing are left
calliding with Korean tracitional motives’

6. Inner circulation, especially the
connection between downstairs and upstairs Is too
comiplex,

7. Courtyard does not conrect to the nature
as intended.

Toward I-Gun

With above engulries, | visited |FGun to
meet Mr. Hwang, It In, and fortunately, that same day, he
was being intsniewed about Neung In Sun Won. It was
only when | met him person to person that | realized that he
was the one always brightly smiling at events of
architectural field. The interviewsad that started &t 5 o clock
continued till after 9 o clock, and though he should be quite
tired, all through the time, he did not lose his smile.
Listening to his explanation regarding the background of
how the building got to be built, opinions on architecture in
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general, current interest in architecturs and explanations of
pravious works, | realized that part of above enquiries had
troubled him also in the proness of designing, and that his
solutions were best alternatives. He had no choice but to place
main spaces in the basernent under such situation where only
20% building coverage was allowed in tand of 3,300ni. How
should he go about site planning about E81nt area above
ground? AS shown in one example of the site plan
alternativas, if the court is located toward the road, not only
would it be a rather unarganizad space but also, would be a
shaded space facing north In case of situating the buitding in
the middle of the land without a courtyard, the building woudl
only work as the border betwesn city and naturs, and the
open spaces in the north and south would flow away leaving
no Lseful outer space Under given dircurnstances of the site,
current site plan can be undersiood to be most rational, (Sill,
the space in front seams rather too small; however, it
prohably resulted from increasing area of main hall that has
10 take in 1,000 believars,) Wihin such mass site plan, middie
paint selected to allow sending pecple down to the baserment
and bringing others up to the courtyard at the sarme time, i
current central stairs core, and because of this part, necessity
of symmetry was more evident. Also, because this is a
building Buddha s, pisty achieved through symmetry is
considered a required condition. Ancther reason for such
planning is that because the width of the building is only 7
meters, by making the stairs going up and coming down
same length, the circulation had o be solved within that
width.

Criginally, random range ashlar masonry
was intendad for the graniie finishing of the lower part,
howaver, because the finishing was done with board
miaterials, cartain sizes of the boards were necessary, and as
result, a raiher foreign atmesphere was obiained. Mentioning
how the epochial characteristic of architecture is much
influenced by change in the materials used in each period, he
revealed his recent intarest in technology, espacially that
related to ‘glass . Judging from his enthusiasm for
something new, he cartainly is & proprietor of young spirit.
Cdlin Rowe clessifies designers into two groups, one being
the mole type that investigates into one thing, and the other
being fox type that pursues variety. Perhaps, Mr. Hwang is
more of a ¥ox type , his works showing endiess changes
rather than consistency. As one examnple of his interest in
techralogy, for granite finishing of the counyard, he set the
hoards afloat to allow quick drainage, and below the granite,
he spread snow-rreliing coil to maintain it clean gven in
winters. Korean simplicity’ was not felt in all paris of the
buiiding, but, it was the concept for intetior finishing. | found
some problems related to the conoept that architects including
myself also hold in commen. They included the fact that just
because the courtvard faces the mountain, that does not
mean there is cornection between them, the fact that even if
the building faces the naiure in U form, the nature is not
embraced, and the fact ihat the green is not the color thal
goes best with the nature, There is no structure that goes well
with the nature, There only exists stucture that least destroys
the nature. Just as pastel pink and floureseant pink do not
miatch, naturat green and artifical green do not mateh.

Art of compromise
Mr. Mwang that | discovered was an
architect of abundanit humane capacity, What |, as a starter
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in the field of architecture, sincerely fesl is that the role of
architect is not simply desiging and supervising beautifui
architectures. Architecture is fike an opera (though, of
course, it is more complex). In planning out an opera, as a
cooperstive work of numerous people such as the orchestra
members, singars, directors, chorsographers, dancers,
various designers(clothing, set. lighting, graphics, ete.),
ushers, and waiters at cafeterfa duting intermission, the
most important and difficult thing is accomplishing
harmonized collaboration among all these people In
architecture, also, the most difficult thing Is persuading and
supenvising people. We, architecture students, quite often
find solutions for many projects in using baserment spaces.
However, persuading the building owners ta send most
facilities down to the basement as shown in Neung in Sun
Won or Church of Love is not something that could be
taken lightly. At the beginning of construction for Church of
Love, the residents near by demonstrating against the
building were persuaded to quiet down after hearing the
explanation of the concept of the projact. This is something.
Architecture is ant of compromising. k is outcome obtained
by compromising numerous architecture related conditions
and opinions of nurmerous people. If the architect insists on
only his own opinions, probably, there would be almost no
building being completed. An architect is an artist that daals
with people. Achieving a balance that saves to maximum
his own cpinions whils at the same time accepts opinions
of others, and making others under- stand his position
when nscessary are hard in the artistic dimension. For
example, buildings of Ando Taclko appear cool and he
has axcellert ability of persuading the building owners, but,
his exposed concrete buildings are those that put more
impaortance in the design value than in consideration of
users. Compared to that, Neung In Sun Won is an
architecture that cormpromised the opinions of both the
users and the architect. Buddhist decorations are except in
very special cases, preferred not to be altered. This is the
reason why most Buddhist buildings within the city have
not escaped much from the traditional Buddhist
architectural style. In the case of Neung In Sun Won also,
such ternple like building was requested. |, from time to
time, come across modem within city temple propesals that
have experimental forms. However, | am doubtful as to
how many of those would actually be buit, The question
comes down to whether or not it would be possible to
persuade the building awners. In the future, buildings thet
have sscaped even farther from templeike features wouild
be built; howewver, just by comparing to Koo Ryang Sa
across the sireet, it could be said that Neung In Sun Won
has brokan the fixed ideas of temple forms. This holds
most meaning. Alterations appearing from now on would
be much easier when comparad to Neung In Sun Won's
bresking away from established forms.

Weil Known Neung In Sun Won

Several days aftar the interview, | received a
book of essays that my sister-in-lawwrote. Reading through
the writings on daily life episodes, the word "Neung In
SunWon' caught my attention. The content was as Tollows.
"I have been to a church famous for the sermons, and | also
attended a temple called Weung In Sun Won' for a while.
That is not all. In the year of Three Disasters, |, without
hesitation, visited fortune tellers. The Buddhist priest of

Xarean Architect 9702 059
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Neung In Sun Won, who graduated the Engineering
Department at S University and had been a newspaper
jourrialist for a while, gave very sophisticated sermon with
sense of humor and wit that reminded me of college
lactures. With my short knowledge, | was attached to the
true principles of ‘a reward in accordance with a deed .
Even if one suffers a misfortune In this world, wouldn' t it
lessen the burden if hie thinks as he is paying for his sihs in
the former life? Don' t all principles and reasons of life coma
out from one s own responsibility? | felt it was a very
scientific reasoning.”

I, also, agree that Neung In Sun Won is a
Buddhist organization that more actively approaches the
befievers in more scientific system, unlike that of previously
built temples. The biggest problem discussed in publications
that deal with problems of modermn Buddhism lies in
maintaining the propagation systern unchanged regardiess
of the continucusly changing warld. Some question its
ability 1o survive as one of contemporary religions, if it is
processed on in this wary.

Even up tii recently -even at present, such tendency
exists, Korean Budchism was called skt Buddhlern or ‘grandmther
Buddhism . Most believers of Korean Buddhism were women, mastly
of dld age. that pray for happiness of thelr famiies. with undulating
faith pattemn. Such comment, 1hslieve, carme from blased opinions that
cornparad Buddhism to Christianity whers the believers are composed
mastly of young generation and men and where much Inferest i
congentrated not only in family bul aleo in sodkl problems. Though
mven at present such charactersiic of Buddhism relathvely st existe,
however, it coud be said that much has changed nowadays. New
appearancs of Korean Buckihiern has begun. This is something that
could be called an ‘educational movernent first to be enforced In
1.600 years of Korear Buddhism hisiory. and wotthy of much
attention. Such educational movement includes propagating
teenagers. educating infants. starting various oollege, school lactures.
distributing various press materials, operating a broadcasting
company, ete. Neung In Sun Won. also. is a religious ofganization that
conmibutes to above educational movemnent. {Park, Sun Youhg,
Korean social rmovermant and Buddhist educational movernent)

This Is & cormment that departs from the main
subject, but, the undulating faith existing In our country can be
corsilered to have arigihated from mothers. Under the circumstance
where passive housewives are not glven oppertuniliss to solve
problems actively, perhaps, only thing that our mothars could do was
to pray. An exarple can be found in curently popudar soap opera,
‘Fiver of the Brothers . where the mother of 3 chifdren ahways pray 1o
Youngrong Grandal . Such prayer has its routes in saorficing love of
the mother wishing for welfare of her children, and thus, it is ot an
unethical prayer of improper request. Ary mother thet sincerely foves
her child waould not hope for her child to amive at desired status
through wrong ways. Ever in Christian groups of our country, problem
of wishinguck- falth is being discussed. AS we can sse flom that,
Kores, is & counry of strong matemal affections. This is one of the
fundarmental spiits that protected cur country in times of diffisuty. If
5o, @8 bong as o mothers cortinue to heve strong attachment to their
childesn, our wishing-uck-faith tendency will ot disappear. and the act
of rackdosely orificizing it itsctf. will become a probiem.

Compared to that, the system that Neung In
Sun Won has seems like a compromise of original
Buddhist style and Christian or Catholic style. The service
order leaflets and Neung In Sun Wan newspapers exhibited
on the display tabie at the entrace of main hall, the sermoan,
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nursery within the temple and studenits, facility for the aged,
all these features are quite similar to those of the church that
| attend. | view such fendercy as a positive way to adapt to
current situations of Mahayana Buddhism. As far as
furctions are concerned, if compromised and changed, it
seams only natural to also show compromise in
architactural styles that hold such functions. if Neung In Sun
Won is still in the trial period fragmentarily applying the new
system, our architecture, also, is in the stege fragmentarily
borrowing eternents of tradition and modern architecture.
This fragmentary characteristic is a phenomenon
axparienced in different fislds of our cutiure.

Basically, orienital culture is considered o have
fragmeniary characteristics. But, from now on, we wil find culture in
wibich fragmertiary characteristic of the Eastand the Imported systermaiic
cheraciaristic of e West form a hammory. Mow, even in my thinkdng
gysterme, the way of tFinking that | Inheitect frorn my parenits and hat of
Westem style which | leamed Iving in LS. are miked together. [f a
Wastern scholar is 10 deal with whiat Confcius exoressed i one brief
senteroe, ba would have to wite at lsast 10 pages. If we refer to what
n Uh Dang said, studes of the Sast ars not systernatic studies Re the
stiuctural logics of the West, but rather. am fke the union of meditative
and intutive apharisme. I the history of Buddhism. Chuntaglong is
developed and stopped. then. Hwaumijong is developed. aixd then,
Aymida Buddha sppears nedt, then, Prana-para Zen Buddhlsm appesrs.
With all these experiments and trials of experlence. maturing was
hincered and cardiredy wes leet, becoming dlassie. This s the biggest
weakneass of Buddhism. if should bs ecnsidsred forfunate that Buddhism
has survived in the oriental scil that has such fragmental. naiural,
sporadic. anfistorcal. and anticontinuous character,

Thirty percent of Korean Christian population have
sonsulted fotiure teflers, Christians in Korsa ars very lucky cnes that
can simply bring over and use the sophisticated and skiled religious
policy that the indusirial sacety. the active society. and the systematic
snciety of logic ard history of the West hews acoompished throughoul
rrEny years. In addition, since Korean sooisty is becoming mare and
rrcre westemized, it would be most desirable far westem religion to
settle in. Cormpared o this, the criertal Buddhism of Korea, that is
used to unchanging character of Asian farming soclety that lasted for
hundreds of years, is thrown into the epochial whirpool that s fastly
changing to westem industrial civilization of otally new stucle and
constilution. Of courss. therewould be some responsiblty in one s
own lack of abiity: howover, it wil not be converisnt for such a huge
refiglous mass to quickly ackapt to such situation.

{Hy.rAm, New Face of Korean Suckdhism)

There can be two attitudes in acceping chenge.
One s takirg in the new gradualy basad on the exdsting, and the other
is abardoning the existing fior revalutionary change. Al present, both
pheromena are acourtig at the same time for us. Though under the
\Weatern standard, that which i fragmentary is acoepied negatively,
why I8 somathing fragrentary o bad? What is devalopment? Yhat is
goad?

Neung In Sun Won within the

City

Through Neung In Sun Won, | got to think
over the meaning and function that religion within modarn
city has. In previous tradiional temples, marking the territory
of the temple was an impornant part of the enirance, and
transfer from worldly space to religious sacred space is
guietly achieved. Maovement from that line of transfer to
main space, also, is an important process that cleans out the
minds gradually. On the contrary, the facade of Neung In

R
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Sun Won shows active mesting with the believers, Perhaps,
the part of this building that most emphasizes the functional
characteristic is the facade, The parking lot entranca, the
way going down to the main hall, and equally stressad
entrance way going up to subsidiary facilities, and the
facade screen that has the function of protecting the
building from noise, all are liks that. The granite finishing of
bottom part, as rustication of tallan Palazze bottorn par,
makes the facade image more authoritative along with
shove screen. |t is almost as if the long entrance way of
mountain temples has been comipressed, revealing the
image of Dae Wocng Jeon 1o outsids. Since it is not a
temple that befievers escaped 10 in the days of Buddhism
oppression in Chosun Dynasty, it may be a more effective
idea to reveal the authority of Buddha directly on the
facade, 1o correspond to Ji-Kwang priest s intention to
approach the believers more actively. The users, also, held
pride in "the facade which is grand compared to the seale of
actual building above ground'. in previous ternples, the
architesture was divided into several smaller masses
inducing a linear space experience. In comparison, here,
various functions are built up vertically allowing efficiert
sedection of direction. To prevent any delay In this busy
modern Urban difs a facads informing *his is a solemn
place and compressed dirculation gnabling fast movemert
according to one s need have baen gathered in the center.

In Conclusion

During the interview that went on for
sevaral hours, a fady came in time to time offering coffee
and drinks. Once, she gave me the coffes first, and |
forwarded i to Mr. Hwang implying ha should have it first,
She stopped me saying Mr. Hwang must have more
healthy tea. it was obvious that the lady in conservative
outfit cared much about Mr.Hwang. After the interview, |
asked who itis, and {0 my surprise, [ found out it was his
wife. | am not trying to play detective or anything, but, hMrs.
Hwang very unawkwardly and unaffectedly showed her
respect and care for her hushand. In other words, | could
read fram his wifs' s attitude that Mr. Hwang is doing his
very best even in his most daily Iife.

Stepping out of I-Gun building at around
10 o tlock after the interview, Mr. Hwang made such
comment. ‘In the old days, 1 never even once heard my
captain velling " Hey, why aren't vou doing this? . When
given a work, it was only natural to work overnight. Our
generation lived buried inwork.” There, of course, would be
many places where the various circumstances that the
architect is subject to are worse than thoss of our country.
However, the situation in Korea are guits severe and can
not be ignored. It is as so at present, and will continue o be
as so unfess all buillding owners or architecture related
people have been architecture students. In the past, our
senior architects had worked in even worse conditions. That
i5 to say, they had taken responsibility of the most difficult
stage of owr modem architectural history. Thelr effort that
enabled us to do architectural designing in at least this much
improved circurnstences can not be neglected. Itis not often
that building user can axplain s it is the intention of the
architect, fike Myurigshimhaeng Buddhist priest of Neung In
Sun Won, It signifies that the user has that much pride in
the architect s intention and from such acknowledgements,
good architecture begins.

Karean Architect 9703 063
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Row House, Pundang
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