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GONCEPT

Nature is God's greatest refiection of his
love for man. Man as his creation is also
a part of this nature-that within nature
there 18 man and surrounding man is
nature-a concept that is deeply
imbedder in the design of the Mary
Immaculate Parish Chureh. The site of
thig ehurch, which has been gifted with
God's abundant surroundings of verdant
shrubberies and iuscious trees, nestles
a tent—church structure, both natural
and indigenous in form. !ts size and
forrn do not overpower its natural
surroundings, yet it blends with
it-metaphorizing man’s submissiveness
to God.

BACKGROUND

The priest-client wanted primarily to
have the existing glass and concrete
church be inmproved and renovated. But

NAME OF PROJECT

LOCATION

DATE OF COMPLETION
DESIGNING ARCHITECTS

ADDRESS

CONCEPT & RATIONALE

WRITTEN BY

{he existing one is warehouse-like and
is not reflective of a church, thus, losing
its role and irnpact to the community it
serves. It seemed there was very little
that one could do on the said existing
church, but to provide new grounds for
a new structure. The answer 10 the
problem came when the architects
explored the back of the church and
stumbled into a property-thick of foliage
and trees with its center having a clear
area that practically formed & circle and
was perfect enough to build a structure
into. Everything looked so natural-with
the existence of huge widespreading
shady trees, a sioping terrain and a
winding creek that ran on two sides of
the property. thus making the gite more
dramatic—a perfect setting for a simpie
matural church architectare.

A certain affable Ms. Perpetua J.Martin
owns the property, who agraed to lease

. MARY IMMACULATE PARISH CHURCH
© MOONWALYK, LAS PINAS, METRO MANILA
: DECEMBER 1987
- FRANCISCO MANOSA & PARTNERS
- ATH FLOOR, ARAZA BUILING
PASEQ DE ROXAS CORMER MAKATI
AVENUE MAKATI, METRO MANILA

© ARCH. MARJORIE ENRIQUEZMU SN

the site for ten years, but preferred not
10 have a permanent structure be built
there, This condition turned out to be
the key 1o the design-something must
be built temporarily-and out of this, an
indigenous “anahaw" {a tropical palm
leaf] tent was conceived to shelter the
church. In terms of economy, the tent
struciure proved to be very feasible and
affordable to the parish funds. God must
have worked again in His very
mysterious ways, for when the
indigenous church was being built, the
lady was touched by the structure, fell
in love with it, and out of faith donated
the property. Such act reveals the
typical Filipino's emotional character,
rnunificence and faith.

THE STRUCTURE

In this structure, technoiogy embraced
nature and architectura in a very

rhcal si0g 23
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graceful manner. Six concrete pylons
that seemed to be part of the thick
foliage provided support for the 11/27
thick steel main cables, to which
counteracting secondary cables ran in
tensiaon to the 3.5 m by 5.0m deadman.
Symbolically. the cables tied the knot of
technology to nature; structurally, the
cables brought up the treated "anahaw”
tent snugly, hence forming the
traditional shape of the Filipino hut's
sheltering roof and creating the slope

. suitable to the Philippine climate.

Not only did the "anahaw” tent come In
auphony with its natural surroundings,
but so did the elements that constituted
the church.

The presence of the winding creek
provided a feeling of movement in
space, for when one enters the church,
a wooden bridge bas 1o be crossed with
a bambeo arch and bamboeo railing
ceremoniously welcoming the
church-goer;typical of any Filipino
religious custom in church
entranceways. The existing rocks and
boulders along the creek were not
landscaped and trimmed in an orderly
fashion, but were left in their own
unsophisticated state-these stones
marking the salidity of the Filipino’s
uryielding faith.

Inside the 860-sguare meter church,

the encircling fourteen mangoe and
tamarind trees became transition points
netween the exterior landscape and the
interior architecture, also functioning
and symbolizing the fourteen stations of
the Cross. The thick spreading branches
and twigs of the trees jut out of the tent
raof, serving and adding to the
camouflaging effect of Lthe surrounding
greenery 10 the structure, Rainwaier
coming from the root is natlurally drained
to the ground, and where there is a tree
puncturing the roof, its trunk and roots
function as downspout and catch basin
respectively.

Since no walls enclose the church,
ventilatron and daylighting is perfectly
achieved-a gentle cool breeze flows in
freely on alt sides and adeguate rays and
streaks of sunlight fitter in through the
leaves, twigs and branches of the
surrounding verdure-creating no glare at
all. With this setting, one feels an
atmosphere of elevation and
peacefulness, one feals that he is
impeccantly attuned to the nature
enveloping him, flawlessly in commune
with God. At nighttime, lighting is
effected by a flock of 175 dove lights
done in indigenous capiz shells, and
which is formed and patterned like a
flack of birds freely flying in a migrating
ranner. As a syrbol of the Holy Spirit

and Peace, the dovelights are held by
1/2 thick brass pipes forming two
interlocking C's in layout and pattern.
Complemeanting these capiz lights is the
layered ceiling of treated "anahaw”
leaves that create a very rich indigenous
texturs and an overlapping pattern of
fans.

The natural contour of the site was fully
exploited by facing the church seats
towards the altar, where the slope is at
its lowest, and where the radiant
maorning sun shines in-herefrom the
church orientation and the theaterical
slope run in concomittance with each
other. Masses in the afterncon can be
held conducively, with no afterncon sun
heating and glaring the audience.

The use of driftwood supports for the
one-piece unpolished marble altar and
the lectern;the use of wood stumps
that act as church pews, the cross-cut
hardwood logs flooring that were
randomly intarspared with smal
pebbles; a pond at the back of the altar,
and the crazy-cut adobe stenes for the
sacristy-all these available materials at
the site complete and complement the
encircling landscape-blending softly
with its environment,

Important as it is for the Filipiono's
concept of space;the seemingly floating
roof, because no walls and columns
support it visually; provide a feeling of
openness-where space flows into
space and where the roof, which is the
strongest visual factor, merges with the
landscape to provide an ideal harmoriy
between the church and its terrain,
Parishioners and non-parishionars both
enthusiastically attend masses in the
church, that it is now fittingly serving its
role~a place for worship, a place for
God. When the priest moved in 10 the
place, nobody knew him, now after this
church has stood, it has given him and
hig parish a sense of identity.

At present, moss is slowly growing out
of the stones and rocks-doing their role
ta make the Church be more a part of
nature, be more a part of God.

Written by: Jorie L. Enriquez-Musni
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PROJECT  :23 sgm. low-cost iesidence

ARCHITECT :NHU KWAN TU;MNapolexander 8. Mina, principal designer;, Crisrma C.
Mina, design collaborator

ADDRESS :42 Miami St.. Cubao, Quezon City, Philippines

THE CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK:

An architecture that is reflective of its

~ culture presupposes an architecture that
is effective. This effectiveness shall not
only be demanded from such tracitional
criterion of evaluation as the dualism of
form and function but also exacted from
the architecture's efficiency to transrnit
symbols and evoke a potent cultural
realrmn,

THE RATIONAL

This project doss not strive 1o be
iconociastic of traditional and prevalent
architectural approaches in the
Fhilippines. It is rather, merely an
explorative attempt 1o discover an
alternate avenue at perceiving and
experiencing Filipino culture through
architecture,

As such, this project offers not a
prescriptive solution but simply affords

i

|
i

AT

i

one a fresh vantage point.

Such an avenue is attained by explotiing
and employing dominant Filipino cultural
values 1o create and eminent medium
able 1o eftectively transmit symbols and
evoke a potent cultural realm.
Maninulated formal and surface
elaments which make a structure
tangible caollectively constitute the
physical presence of this medium.

But at the heart of this medium lies the
cynamics of Filipino sociai relations, the
mechanics of which is generated by tha
interplay of the two most pervasive
Filipino cultural vatues, “pakikisama”
and “hiva”. Simply put, the former value
i$ synonymous with the mamtenance of
good public relations and is a major
factor in the Filipino's all too present
desire for smooth interpersonal
relationships. The latter value in turn can
be literally transiated to mean shame.
However, in its actual cultural context,

“hiya"” transcends its psychological
character and assumes a powerful
sociological dimension. 1t becomes a
soctal control/sanction which seeks to
achieve and maintain moral order. For
purposes of literary expedigncy the
rigors of dialectics shiall be eschewed
here and instead only a bref rational
shall be prasented,

Ta note, the criteria for assesing the
valicity of this medium, this
architecture, will not be cenfined to
form and function. It shall. as has been
notad earlier, be exacted from the
medium’s efficiency to transmit
aymbois or cues and its ability 1o evoke
a cultural realm:an envircnment potent
enough to enable one to live one's
culture.

The criteria shall henceforth be referred
ta in this paper as the dualism of
transrmigsion and avocation.
Furthermore. a tool has to be devised to

HEgALHB04 27
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facilitate the effectiveness of this
dualism. This tool will be known In this
paper as the theory of Filipino space.
Very briefly, the theory capitalizes once
again on Filipino values and social norms
which have cumulatively motded the
Fitipino to be fervently family onented
and personalistic, and largely because of
these has come to possess a
world-view that yeamns for immersion in
kin—like interactions and relations. Thus,
Fitipino territoriality tends more than
anything else to accomodate rather than
keep somebody at bay.Filipino space is
postulated then as perceivable access
te public and other social interactions.
This accounts for that all 1o familiar
cultural trademark known as "Filiping
hospitality”.

Now, notwithstanding its stringent
budget, this project{a small residence
even by low-cost housing norms)
nonetheless strives to make maximum
use of this theory. Thus, as one
approaches the house, the initial cue of
accomodation is transmitted by way of
the main door. Its presence, as a matter
of course, is emphasized by a
cantileverad canopy formed by a series
of miniature gables {an abstraction of
the indigenous gabled huts). The door
itself is constructed such that it
presents a partially open appearance
evenil itis aclually closed.

This innovation, although net meant
be “trompe I'o&il” piece per se, evokes
from: the approaching visitor the
perception of access Lhereby setting up
an initial expectation and impression
that an enviranmeant of hospitality is
forthcoming.

Moreover, the cantilevered canopy.
which is of timber construction with G.I.
sheathing, penetrates at an equal length
into the interior of the house albeitin a
skeletal form. Ostensibly this device can
be readily construed as another way of
putting across that architectural chichea of
*bringing the outside to the inside”. It is
in fact more than that, it mediates a
eommon Filiping behavioral paradox
resulting from the conflict hetween the
values "pakikizsama” and "hiya”.
YWhereas the culturally expected
biehavior from any Filipino is to be
accomodating to
visitors{"pakikipagkapwa-tac”, which ig
a trait closely related to "pakikisama™)
the patural tendency or reaction of the
visitor is to feel "hiya”. This paradox
results in a social tug-of-war where the
visitor exhibits threshold behavior while

the owner ol the house insists that the
former come in.

This situation.is further unwittingly
compounded by the presence of a
terrace since this space will contingently
serve as the visitor's threshold space.
Consequently. the evocation of a
probable healthy cultural realm is
truncated if not totally frustrated. The
trans-area canopy resolves this paradox
because it not only discourages
threshold behavior but also tansmit
directional cues towards the inside.

The theory of Filipino space finally
comes into full play inside the house
necessitating a drastic reinterpretation
of commonly accepted spatial
requirements and arrangemeants i the
Filipino house.

Neormally a typical Filipino house,
wheather in an unban or rural setting,
would have the following spatial
requirements:a terrace, living area, a
dining arealor a iving/dining area), a
distinct kitchen areala “dirty kitchen”
usually complements this). a toilet and
hathroom, and bedrooms. The hierarchy
of spaces comrmonly follows the
exigencies of public to less public
progression. Note, in the Filipino culture
and as indicated by the theory of Filipino
space, the concept of privacy is actually
considered the lack of the trait
*pakikipagkapwa -tao” and
consequently anathcmic 1o the
cultivation of smooth interpersonal
relationships.

The theory of Filipino space points, at
the very least, ta an inefficiency in such
an architectural status quo as far as the
culture 18 concerned. For the Filiping,
the natural and expected cultural
corollary of inviting a visitor into one's
house{whether he is a guest or a total
stranger] is to offer him something 10
eat or drink.Moreover, should the visitor
arrive during mealtime, joining the
family at the table is the expected
consequence, Complermnenting all these
is the unstated requirement of putting
the visit at ease by way of, paradoxicaly
enough in the eyes of foraigners,
solicitous conversation.

The theory.more importantly, propose
growth from the architectural status quo
and a spatial ransformation is required
to initiate this growth. The theary
furthermore suggests that
transformatian is attained by first setting
aside the prevailing cutturally
incongruous mined-set which mandates
that the Filipino living. dining, and

kitchen arcas{notwithstanding a pseudo
living/dining area) are symbolicaily and
even sociologically demarcated spaces.
Thus, in lieu of these perceived
demarcations, a unifying space is
introduced. In this project, the space is
called "silid-tipunan;which
approximately means room for
congregation or gathering.”

The “tipunan® not only does away with
chvious demarcation symbols like wall
divisions and free~standing partitions
but also dispenses with subtle cues
such as distinct sets of furnilure for
entertaiming and ealing. Furthermore,
the kitchen sink as well as the cooking
appliances are so architeciurally treated
that they become virtual furniture pieces
endemic to the new space.

Cutside its utilitarian role of deflecting
direct solar and rain intrusions and its
structural function of providing
foldedwall strength to counteract
geigmic forcesithe structure was
specificaily designed without columns
to reduce construction costs), the
peculiar formal configuration of the
space does serve another purpose. it
"deencloses” the area by virtue of the
animated and dynamic nature inherent
to curvilingar walig. This is an important
sensorial cue in light of that
environment predicted by the theory of
Filipino space,

All these contribute to the creation of a
cogent architectural mediurm, in fact, an
archiiccture that enables the Filipino to
self {as differentiated from

self -expression) without the artificial
impediments of an ill-concaived
physical environment. Being the unit
personification of his culture, expression
of the self inadvertently translates to
expression of a segment of that culture.
Taken collectively and seen within the
inherent interactive framework of a
dynamic saciety, this comes to nothing
less than a cultural realm evoked.
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