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MASTERS OF WORLD ARCHITECTURE

Pier Luigi nervi

bv Ada Louise
Huxtable

P1er Luicr NERVI was born i Sandrio,
flaly, in 1891. He completed his formal
studies at the civil engineering school of
the University of Bolognain 1913. After
graduating, he worked for the Societa
per Costruzioni Cementizie until 1820,
receiving thorough experience i the de-
sign of reinforced concrete. In 1990 he
formed the partnership of Soc, Ing.
Nervi ¢ Nebbiosi, During this associa-
tion which lasted wniil 1932, several
noteworthy siructuves were built, espe-
clally the Florence Municipal Stadinm,
In 1982 he joined with a cousin to form
Ingg. Nervi e Bartoli, the design and
construction firm he now heads. The
fomous airplane hangars of 1938-43,
won by the firm in competition, brought
Nervi international attention. In the
mid 1940s he developed the versatile
material “Ferro-cemento,” « system of
layers of fine steel mesh sprayed with
cement mortar, which he used in the
extraordinary Grand Salon of the Turin
Erhibition Holl. With this building,
Nervi became firmly established as one
of the world’s foremost engineers, o
reputation veinforced again-and again
by subsequent works. He is now complet-
iny three stadia for the 1960 Olympics
1 Rome. A member of the International
Congresses of Modern Architecture
(C1AM ), ke is also Professor of Tech-
nology and Construction Teehniques ai
the University of Rome,
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1. The Municipal Stadium, Covered Grandstand

23

. The Municipzl Stadiura, Section of the Cantileversd
Frame Suporting the roof of the Covered Grandstand Showing Reinforcing.
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